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"HE Acceptance which the Firſt } 
lame of the Sermons of this Aut 
Vas obtained from Perſons of different kg, 
ſwaſions, hath occaſioned 4 Second, of wii 
many ſeem Deſirons : I ſhall ſay no mor 
them, let the Works ſpeak for themſelut 
but will only add, That the Writer is ſi 
willing to ſatisfie any Inquiſitive Doulin 
(none of whom he hath bitherto met will 
that theſe, as well as the former, are il 
Genuine Declarations of Mr. Stephen Crijl 
without any Addition or Alteration ; hel; 
wing uſed the utmoſt Exaitneſs in tali 
and Tranſcribing them; and his Care ul 
Acaracy therein has been acknowledged ay 
confirmed by many Ear Witneſſes, who hw 
heard them from the Mouth of the Preacher . 
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ll Sermon Il. 
Auth 
' ruths Teſtimony againſt the 


„power of Sin and Satan. 


ore | | 
4 cached in Grace-Church-Street, June 3. 1688. 
4 I Friends, 

0 OD hath made you Witneſſes of the 
el great Work of this Day, the Lord I 
ig ſay hath given you Eyes to ſee, and 


Ears to hear, and Hearts to underſtand 
Wc great work of the Day ; he hath called you 
rch, that you may he faithful Witneſſes every 
e in your meaſure of that which he hath 
ought to paſs in your fight, for he hath re- 
aled his Power, the Eternal Power by which 
e World was made, he bath revealed and ma- 
teſted that Power for the raiſing up of Life, for 
pe ſubjecting and bringing under Death, and 
Wc Power of it; for a great while a Teſtimo- 
Wy that hath been born in the Nation hath been 
Wo Death; he that hath the Power of Death, 
at is, the Devil, he hath had a great many to 
dund out his Power, to declare the continuance 
If his Power, how that Death muſt Reign, and 
Parkneſs muſt Continue, and that the Kingdom 
Wt the Man of Sin will never be wan; 


4 Truths Teſtimony againſt the 

But now in our Day, Glory to God on hip 
here is another Sound come forth, the 10 
Jehovah hath uttered his Voice, and Who can) 
Propheſic! The word of Prophecy is given; 
God, and many are raiſed up to publiſh it, a 
to ſound forth the Name of the Lord in the f 
piration, the Ruin and Deſtruction that is 
ſpall be brought upon the Kingdom of Iniquiy 
upon the Kingom of the Man of Sin, andi 
Propheſie and Declare in the Name of the Lot 
that Righteouſneſs ſhall run down like a ſtrean 
this is the Goſpel, the glad Tidings that wi 
receive from God, and have miniſtred uni 
you, that you might believe, and that bel 
ving you might come to wait upon the Lord 
and behold the accompliſhment of it. 

For, my Friends, herein hath conſiſted all th 
labour, and travel, and exerciſe of the Servant 
of the Lord; and for this cauſs have we ſuffer 
many things, and gone through many Trials 
cauſe we have ſteadfaſtly believed, and thereſeri ij 
have ſpoken it, that the Lord will certainly hy 
his Almighty Power, lay wafte, deſtroy al 
bring to an end that Power that the Wickel 
ene the Devil hath had upon the Minds and 
Spirits of the Sons and Daughters of Men, ail 
that he will ſet up and eſtabliſh in the ver 
fame Soul a Law of Righteouſneſs, and a L 
of Truth, and will cauſe the Beauty of lim 
to ſhine forth through them, where Laiquilf 
hath Lodged, where the wicked one had 
Ruled. Eid neal | ; 
. No 


Power of Sin and Satan. 
Now you that have believed this Teſtimony, 
ou have received it, as glad tidings unto you, 
r you are weary of that old Service, you are 
preſſed under the Power of that ſtrange 
rince: There was a kind of Spirit and Power 


ife nor Breath, nor had done any good thing 
nd yet you were ſubject; and many there were. 

ho through the Grace of God, that came ta 
e that State and Condition of Sin and Iniquity 
as not a happy State; and by a ſecret Kindling 
f the Sparks of Gods Love in your Souls ere 
du knew him, there was a Cry raiſed to be 
elivered, if it be poſſible: If there be any De- 
yerance, O why may not I be delivered! If 


eemed! If there be a Power that can ſet me 
ee from the Service of this Wicked one, hy 
iy not l be ſet free! Es 
Ah Friends! remember the Days and Nights 
which theſe Living Cries run through you, 
en you was poor indeed; then you was hum- 
eand broken, and the Lord beheld you in thoſe 
ys, he ſaw your State and Condition, he ſaw. 


ep you? Did not a Power ſpring forth in the 
ay of your Humility, in the day of tenderneſs, 
which you became able to make Waragainlt 
e Luſts of your own Hearts, and did not you 
ercome and prevail in your War? Did not 
du make progreſs by the, Power and hy che 


du made this Progreſs and gained ground, a8 


came 


at had ruled over you, that neither gave you 


ere be any Redemption, why may not I he re- 


ow helpleſs you were, and did not he ariſe to 


oh 
. is. 


race that firſt raiſed deſires in Joe A | 


ay ſay, of your aaa your Faith 


—— — 
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5 Traths Teftimony againſt the 
ame to be ſtrengthned,and you were confirm! 
in the belief and in the obedience of the Nu 

and the more you truſted and relied upon him 

the more did he manifeſt his Power in you, þ 
made known his ability and his ſtrength in you 
| weakneſs, ſo that you did become Living Wh 

Neſſes, every one in your meaſure,” that then 

was ſuch a Power; and that that Power wy 

Ahle not only to fave from a little, or from 
few, but was able to ſave to the uttermoſ 
to ſave out of all that was polluted and defile 
And to cleanſe and puriſie the Conſcience fron 
all dead Works, and to enable you to ery 
the Living God. 2 
Now the Lord having thus eſtabliſhed yay 
-and-confirmed you by his Power, that you ve 
found in the Faith, and firm in the believing: 
the Truth, My Friends, all the Labour, and Tu 
vel, and Doctrine, and Exerciſe of the Preadi 
ers of the Goſpel, to thoſe who were Convert: 
and el became very acceptable. S0 
Preach, and fo you believed; here was an Un 
ty in our Faith, here grew up a Fellowſhip, 
Communion in the Faith, and the Lord becant 
Glorified in the Aſſemblies both of them thi 
Preached, and of them that Heard, becauſe ea 
one had a place in the Body, and each one hu 
2 Savour of the word of Life by which 


Body was nouriſhed. £00 

No my Friends, That which lies particult 
ly upon me to leave with you for my Tefimin 
and I pray God it may be placed in the Heal 

of all you that have believed: that is, that j0 


| Power of Simand Satus,” 


may all. wait upon the Lord to ſee; all tha 
brought to paſs which you have believed : For 
take notice by the Eye that God hath opened 
in me, by which he hath made me to take care 
of his Flock, and ſometimes put his word in m 


„ mouch, that 1 may ſpeak a word in due ſeaſonæ 
eu ſay, by this Eye, I take notice of man that 
nave received this precious Faith, and 

nave believed the high ſtate; their 


Fr, and 


of With reached ſo far, they knew that Power 
Ws able to bring them into a perfect Domini- 
oon over their Luſts, and Paſſions, and Cor- 


options, and over the Spirit of the Ward, 
yer Pride, over Anger, over all thingachar 
re oppoſite to the Divine Life; theimbaithis 
xs ſound as we can Preactvit in reſpe&iofidhe 
rent of it, but their Faith hatli not reached 
us far in its operation upon their hearts 3 they 
Wave not had the Power going on, to accompliſt 
ind fulfil that which remains. „ 708 


on Are there not ſome here and there that are 
Uu ettled in the belief of the Truth, but am gut in- 
ip, Wo an caſe from the Labour of the Fruth — 


can! | be ſound in the Faich, my Underſtaneiag 
pened, I do not only believe this — 
ei gave inward Evidence and Demonſtration chax l 

n certain, paſt all doubt and queſtion ob it, chat 
he Lord reveals the power iu them thatibeliexe, 
nat purifies them, and makes them every whit 
lean; and here L have a Fellowſhip ànd m- 
mil union with them That Preach, and them chat 


zeliere. „tig 


1 hut my Friends, All this will not gire you 


H 2 Communion 


Y Truths Teflimony againſf.the 
Comthunion with God, though there is Con: 
munion with the Church of God, with reſpeg 
to Men, who are come into one Faith and Do. 
Arine, yet for fellowſhip with God ĩt ſtands i 
a life beyond all Doctrines, and beyond al 
words and expreſſions; therefore your bufineſ 
and mine, and every one that we firſt undertoo 
when our faces were firſt turned to God, that 
we may be followers of Chriſt in the Regenery 
tion. For many may be firm in point of Do- 
arine,. and yet may not follow Chriſt Jeſu 
Many hold the Truth, but do not hold it i 
RighreouſaeG, but Unrighteouſneſs., 
Now my Friends, have a care, your Religion 
and your Souls Eternal Welfare are concerned 
This Doctrine I leave you in Charge in the 
name vt the Lord God: Flatter not your ſe ha 
never an one of you, becauſe of the ſoundneſs 0 
Four belief, but look for ſoundneſs of heart au 
for a right Spirit to be created in you, a Spit 
that can no way endure any thing that the lig. 
of Chriſt hath made manifeſt to be evil; if i 3 
ITtuth you own, then Exerciſe Faith upon it 
And whatſoever Sin or Temptation aſſaults yum; 
, I ſhall overcome in the Name of the Lol x 
Jalovab; 1 ſhall bring thee under, be whas Lu 
| Paſſion, or Corruption ſoever thou wilt, in ti 
name of the Lord, 1 mall overcome thee, | 
Sring thee under. 
Travel on inthe Faith committed to you 
you will be more than Conquerers; you wills 
only grow intoExternalFellowſhip with theke 


. ple of God in the ſight of Men, but 1 * 
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Powet of Sin and Satan. 9 


„ip with the Church of the Firſt- born, whpſe 
0 Names are written Heaven; and your Com- 
0. munion will not be in Words and Doctrine; 
uad Principles of Faith; but your Communi - 
on will be with God the Father, and his Son 
' Jeſus Chriſt; and fo in all your Meetings tor 
u getbher, the Joy of the Lord will be; your 
Strength, and the Joy of his great Salvation 
"WW you Covering, and he will manifeſt. his gra- 
W cious Preſence with you; and that Power 
which hath kept you to this day from your 
4 Childhood, and preſerved you in all your 
Battles and Conflicts with the Werid, and 
e ſtrengthened and encouraged you when, you 
went ſometimes ſorrowing and mourniag night 
and day, and fearing leſt you ſhould not over- 
come your Adverſaries; that Power that hach 
kept you hitherto, will do greater things for 
you than you have yet been Witneſſes f. 
Therefore Dear Friends, this I would leave 
vich you, there is nothing will keep.you and 
Ine in that little time that remains to us here to 
Wpend on Earth, but that which will keep us in 
Irhe Exerciſe of Faith towards God, and his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, x ho is abr ta ſave u te the utermaſt 
et us wait to ſee the Power of God for Santi 
alien and Holineſs, that will reach as far as ſa. 
Ving us from Our Sins. 0 va 3 5 
This hath been the greateſt, Reproach that 
ver our Adverſaries have thrown upon us, that 
here are ſome amongſt us that talk of belie- 
Ving in the Power of God, and talk of an abi- 


lity for overcoming . Sins, and e | 


an” 


. ⅛²—UTͤ— as ns 


| Yo Truths Teſtimamy againſt the © 
| d ife, and living without Sin, while they then 
ſelves live in it: This is the greateſt Reproach 
that erer our Adverſar ies have thrown uponuz 
whoſoever have been the cauſe of this Reproach, 
God wilkrequire it of them, for the Lord i 
jealous of his Name and Glory, and he wil 
Rave the Praiſe and Honour that is due to his 
_ Great'Name; for working in us both to wil andu 
Bo of Bi, good Pieaſure, ſaith the Apoſtle; tho] 
know nothing by my ſelf, yet am I not here 
 Juftified;” When you come to that, that you cas. 
in ſelves, then the Lord will not 
rarge you but take heed that therein 5 
Flace not your Juſtification, hereby you an 
rene 
Therefore have an Eye to Jeſas, tbe Ambn 
ind Finiſher of our Faith. He begins the work of 
Faith, and he will carry it on until he be thy 
Finiſher of it, and the Juſtifier of it; he is thi 
Mediator of the New Covenant, that alone ju 


; be 


8 


eneration to be Witneſſes to his Power, when 
he hath taken you to himſelf. 1 

To that Mighty Power of God I commit you, 
for preſerving you in Humility of Mind and 
Soul, and my Prayer for you ſhall be, That 
you may go on, and make a Progreſs in the 
good Ways of the Lord, until his Wark be fink 
ſhed in you. * | 


His Prayer after Sermon. 


tor of us all, in whom we Live, and Move, and 
are our Being, thou haſt made us all for the purpole- 
of thy Praiſe and Glory, that we might ſerve thee in- 
the Land of the Living, among the Sons and Daughters 
of Men; and not only ſo, but thou haſt given r 
Holy Spirit, as thou didſt to the People of Old. O 
Living God of Life, thou haſt ordained a Remnant to 
give up themſelves to be led by it; tho regardeſt them, 
and art with them, and they enjoy from time to time 
thy Holy Preſence, which makes glad their Souls; and 
they have Fellowſhip and Communiort with thee, and thy 
Son, through thy Spirit, by which they are quichnac 
WF to offer up pare and living Praiſes upon dhine Altar 
Ao Living God of Love and Life, thou haft ſhed abrgad 
thy Love upon their Hearts, by which they are enabled 
to pray for Enemies, that they may come to enjoy Sal- 
ration, and the Pleaſures which are at thy Right Hand, 
which are infinitely better than all the Pleaſures of this 
vain World. Holy and powerful Father, have Reſpe& 
to all our Souls, and touch all our Hearts with a ſenſe of. 
thy Divine Eove, that we may feel the Cords of thy. 


us that thou haſt a gracious purpeſe to ſave us: O pow-" 
ertul God of Life, ſhew forth thy Power, that our 
Hearts may be touched and quickned thereby,. to come-. 


Ha 4. | - acquainted- 


Power of Sin and Satan... 11 


He and Powerful God of Life, who art the Crea - 


Love drawing our Souls nearer to thy ſelf, and. aſſuring 


to tear thee, and .reverence thy: Name, and. be ac 


. —˙Ü¹ö U 
. U 


12 His Prayer after Sermon, 
acquainted with thy Operation in their own Heart 
that they may be humbled and broken before thee, ay 
bow down and worſhip in the ſincerity and uprightne 
of their Hearts: So Holy God of Life, if it be thy 
pleaſure none may depart out of this Aﬀembly withoy 
icme ſenſe of thy Love, and feeling of the poweril 
Drawings of thy Grace, and without being raiſed y 
to purity of Heart, and convinced of the Evil of every 
thing that is contrary to thee, and ſerve thee in Hol 
neſs and Righteouſneſs,. and purſue it with all thei 
Hearts, and Minds, and Soul and Strength, that thy 
mayft have Mercy upon them, and pardon their Tniqui 
ty, and love them freely, for ſo thou haft ordained i 
thy Son Jeſus Chrift, that we may receive Remiſſg 
of Sins through the Belief of thy Everlaſting Truth: Au 
Holy powerful God of Life, that all thy People nay 
rtake of Holineſs and Sabriety, to the Praile of thy 
ame, and that they may all come to obtain a viſton 
over all thoſe ſpiritual Enemies that war againſt thei 
Souls, that thy Holy Work of Redemption and Re. 
generation may be carried on, to the praiſe of thy 
«Grace, and the Exaltation of thy Holy Name, to 
whom Praiſe belongs, Honour belongs, and Wiſdon 
belongs, and pure and humble Thankſgivingsz au 
"unto thee, the Living God of Life, we defire to d 
er up our Praiſes and Adorations, for thou alo 
art Warthy, who art God aver all, bleſſed for ere 
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Sermon II. 


Bearing the Croſs of Chritt, {th 
true Mark of a Chriſtian; _ 


«d In + E 3811 3- lt 
oy prtached at Devonſtire-Hoaſe, oa. 1 * 1699 
% H that knowerh the y of meln 
tor and the ſtretching fort of hinten 
thei is quickned to feel the Power amt is 


in Chriſt Jeſus, the Head ofthe Churchz 


2 that ſo he may be enabled through his Pater. 
" to bring forth Fruit unto God... The Eye ef 


the Lord is upon you all, and he expects abithe 
ov hand of every one, that they bring forth Rruĩit 
u unto God, that according to the *aboundings 
of his Mercy towards you and of his Pati- 
ence and long Suffering concerning you, i there 
might at laſt be an Anſwer in the Soul of eve - 
ry one; unto the Mercy and Goodneſs of God 
They that do not xnom and experience this: 
that the Long-Suffering and Patience of God” 
leadeth unto-Repentance; they know no par 
of Chriſtianity ; let them make their Profeſſion - 
| never ſo bigh, and proclaim their Notions © 
never ſo loud; they that'know-not the W/ꝰ 
of Repenrance in _ Hearts, as Jet, need 
H 4 55 * 
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1 Tha true Mark of 4 Cliriflian. 
10 learn the firſt Principle of the Chriſtian ge 
gion. You know it hath been the. Cuſtom 
of. People to learn their Children Principe, 
und they that have learned their Principle, 
they go for Chriſtians,” whether they repent 
or, no; though, they go on in Sin and Iniquity 
all their Dajs, yet they go under the Reputs. 
tation of Chriſtians; and it is high time to er. 
amine and find, ont (if you can) a Reaſon for 
this, That a Man ſhall be accounted a Chriſti. 
unupon any other terms now in this Age, tha 
the Lord Chriſt did preach and publiſh inthe 


days of bis Fleſh ; for he, did ; abſolutely de 
nynhataiy Man could be his Diſciple,*with- 
outtikingup: a Daily-Croſs, and without Sell. 
Denial + Now how ſhould a Man at this daybe 
S Onriſtian, or à Diſciple: of : Chriſt, without 
N 77 a Daily - Croſs, and without Sell, 
1 9 210 mit on 1 PT 27.76 8 E 4 
le may be ſome will tell me, that they are 
Baptized into the Chriſtian Faith, and have MW 
been taught, andhave made a Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſcian Principles, and aflociated themſelves 3. 
mong thoſe that make a Profeſſion of Chriſt; 
But here is not a Word of a Daily · Croſs in al 
this; nor iof Self- Denial; ſo that they would 
have you to underſtand in xhis, that the terms 
df Chriſtianity are changed, and that Men may 
be Chriſtians without the Terms of Chriſt, or 
atleaſtreputed ſo. N 
And: chis hath been occaſioned by the great 
FF Apoſtacy. that hath been brought into the 
Church, by a long Night of Darkneſs, and the 
1 e ene 


1 _ — . wa. 


« 


res - 


revealing of Antichriſt: Antichriſt hath beerr: 
diſcovered and revealed, and, hath ſet. up in 
deſpight of Chriſtianity a falſe. Chriſtianity, 


and there came in the Terms of à Mans being 8 


accepted and being reputed/ a. Chriſtian / upon 


Antichriſts Terms; and if you» will conform 


to do thus, and ſay ſo, you ſliall- be: admisted 


' into the Chriſtian Society: Now all theſe 


Terms of Antichriſt, have been ſuch things 
a; an unregenerate Man could conform to and: 
comply with. 03 8 e t 0 

And the opening of this door, hath let into: 
the Church abundance of Hypoerites aud Evil-- 


8 


| doers, becauſe they were in their unregenerate 
ſtate to conform to thoſe things that were re- 


quired ; for in the publick Society of Chriſti- 
ans, it was not ſaid, You muſt he regenerate, 
and take up a Daily-Croſs, and deny; your” 
ſelves, and walk as. becometh Saints, and ſo- 


behave your ſelves that God may be glorified;- 


and the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity hogouved-by- 
you: Theſe were the Terms of Old; but there: 
are other Terms of a later Date, of being, 
Chriſtians. e 

Nov ſeeing this A poſtacy hath prevailed and 
ſpread over whole Nations and Countries, not 
a few, ſo that whole Kingdoms have become 
Chriſtians upon theſe later Terms, and God is 
greatly diſhonoured among us, and Chriſt ther 


4 | 


Holy Ons moſt horribly prophaned among us. 


It is not ſo common among Heathens and Infi-- 
dels, to find People wronging and deceiving; 
one another, and killing Ad deſtroying one a+ 

| | netherz, 
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10 The Mark of a Cbriſtian 
another; and yet it is the Practice of many that 
. are called Chriſtians : Theſe are the Fruits and 
Effects of thoſe later times of Chriſtianity, 
"Now ſeeing it is thus, which no mortal Man 
can deny, 1 have this Queſtion to ask, and | 
deſire that you would ſeriouſly weigh it in your 
Hearts and Souls, both while you are together, 
and when you are ſeparate one from another, 
Whether it is not high time for all of us to re. 
turn again to the firſt Terms of Chriſtianity, 
and to reckon no Man a Chriſtian, let him pro- 
*feſt what he will, faving ſuch an one as doth 
-knowand witneſs that the Long-Suffering, and 
Patience, and Goodneſs of God, doth lead him 
to Repentance? And ſaving ſuch an one az 
hath ſo much Faith towards God, that for 
Love to God he will deny himſelf, and take up 
his Croſs, and be a Follower of Jeſus in that 
Way and Life he lived in. : 3 
It is high time for all of us to return again to 
the Terms of Chriſtianity, that were ſet up by 
à higher Authority than ever Antichriſt had, 
and before Antichriſt was revealed; for tho i 
is true that Antichriſt hath obtained Power 
on Earth, to eſtabliſn his ſort of Chriſtianity, 
that is, without the Croſs, and a ſort of Reli- 
-_ whereby they indulge themſelves in what: 
0 ever pleafeth their Carnal Hearts, and Cor- 
rupt Minds; yet Antichriſt hath not all Power, 
he is not Almighty, I hope, Antichriſt, nor 
the Beaſt, nor the Dragon, nor the Falſe Pro- 
phet, nor the Whore, they have not all Pow- 
er on Earth, though they have a great deal 
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and by that Power they have eſtabliſhed Laws, 
Decrees, Canons, and innumerable things a- 
bout Religion; and ſome cry, This is the way 
you muſt walk in; others cry, The way to 
Heaven lies here, and here you muſt travel if 
you will come thither: Some cry, This is. the 
Truth; others ſay, It is Error: So that the 
World is divided, Antichriſts Government in 
the World is divided; and when the Houſe is 
divided againſt it ſelf, there is hopes that it 
will fall at laſt. 3 SE 

But there is one, to whom all Power in Hea- 
yen and Earth is given and committed, and his 
Chriſtians are not divided among themſelves, 
but they are of oge Heart, and of one Mind; 
and he that hath all Power in Heaven and Earth 
committed to him, can cruſh and bruiſe that 
Power that others have. Herod had ſome, 
and Pilate had ſome; but ſaith Chriſt, Tour Pow- 
to er is Limitted, that is your hour, and the Power of 
yy WH Darkneſs; and thou hadſt not had Power,(aithChrilt 
d, to Pilate, were it not given thee from above; here 
it is Power given to the Dragon, to the falſe 
rr Prophet, and the Beaſt, to ſpeak great things; 
„but this Power af Antichriſt is going away; 
i- W but Chriſt Jeſus was ſent into the World ia his 
t. Day, to bring People back again to Gad, and 
to Primitive Chriſtianity and Obedience, and 
„to the firſt Terms of Society and Communiog, 
rand to a Fellowſhip in Chriſt Jeſus through the 
p Holy Ghoſt. | 
No if we had ſet up a way of Religion, as 
„other Folks have done, which is n in 

| | | ome 
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ö 1 
ſdme Canons, Articles, Doctrines, and fig 


will confeſs theſe Articles, and obſerve theſe Cz. 


tion, Enmity and Wrath; this hath brought u 


not this Man's Church, and the other Man'; 
Church among the People of God, F 


and Gentiles; but theſe Holy Apoſtles that were 
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and ſuch Commandments of Men; and if Me 


nons, they ſhall be of our Society; then we ſhould 
ha ve done like the reſt of the fallen Chriſtians. 
but we have declared from the beginniag,thy 
profeſſing our Doctrine, and the Principles gf 
Religion, doth not give any Man Fellowſhip 
and Communion with us; but our Common. 
on is in the Self-denying Life, and a Daily, 
Croſs, in oppoſition to ſenfual Luſt, Va. 
nity, Pride, and Bitterneſs of Spirit, Corry. 


to a Holy Fellowſhip and Communion in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and to live in Unity from on: 
Head, which is Chriſt Jeſus ; ſa that there i; 


nn R ry 3 WS » jo. - - ren me - - 


Do youread in the Primitive times, that Pal 
had his Church, and Peter his Church, and 
James his Church, and Jude his Church? Ins 
deed they had their Meetings as we kave non, 
in many Cities and Countries among the Jen! 


#1 po _—_—  — 


the firſt Publiſhers of the Everlaſting Goſpel, 
after their Great Lord and Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt, 
they never did apropriate any Church to them 


ſelves, that was not their Baſineſs; but our 
Work and Buſineſs, faith the Apoftle, is; to 


gather you to Chriſt, and preſent. you as a C 
Virgin to Chriſt ; our work is, to tarn yon fron 


Darkneſs to Light, that you may walk. In it, and 
be. the Children of:ic;., our: work is, 0 bla u 


ory 
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op 4s a. ſeiritual Hoſe to be preſented 10 hp the 
ediator. 
This | is Primitive Chrittiauity tllat hath its 
Foundation in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, fin- 
cerity and truth, not in Words, and Terms, and 
Articles, and Canons, and Decrees, and other 
Obſervances; this is not the Foundation of true 
Cuiltianicy, nor will be again, when the Devil's 
Kingdom is deſtroy'd, which is a ſhaking, for he 
in whom we believe, hath Power from his Fa- 
+ ther to break the DeviPs head, Antichriſt and 
the Dragon's head. Chriſt Jeſus is ſignified by. 
Lu; divers Names, The ſecond Adam, Lord from Hea. 
the BW ver, the Way, 2 Truth, and the Life, but he is the 
ole fame Chrifl 3 Antichriſt j is expreſſed by ſe- 
1 veral Ter and Names, but he is the ſame 
Power of Darkneſs, he hath made the Nations 
drunk, and to ſtagger, and deſtroy, and devour 
one another. 0 
nd BF This hath been done in the fallen ſtate of 
la. Chriſtians, and the deſign which the Lord Chriſt 
bath in ſending his. Miniſters and Workmen to 
” Wy labour among you, is to reſtore Men to the firſt 
ic oy Ciriſtianity, and to bring Men to God; that. 
, WY Religion is not made up of Doctrines, Articles, 
I WW Canons and Decrees of Men, but it hath the 
word of God for its Foundation; he-that bath 
a Ear to hear, let him hear: There is ſome Spi- 
0 rit, and Power, and viſible work in a true Chri- 
ſtian, whic the falſe Chriſtian never had. The 
1 falſe Chriſtians have taken the name and pro- 
ö feſſon of Chriſt, and their Fruits have been 
Adiſronourabl o Hintz they, might as well _ 
Tor- 
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Profeſſion of Antichriſt and Satan, they haye 
a form of Godlineſs, they have ſome of the 
Word, but they deny the Power. What i; 
their Religion and outward Profeſſion, whey 
they want the internal Life, and the motions 
of the Holy Spirit; if they bring forth the 
curſed Fruits of the Fleſh, Enmity, Wrath, 
Luſt, and Corruption, which belongs to the 
fallen Nature and Unregenerate State. 

The Apoſtle takes notice of this Deceit and 
Hypocriſy in Religion, which was growing up 
before he died, Men having a form- 1 Godlimſ;, 
and denying the Power thereof, from ſtich turn a- 
way. If there be any Brethren that walk diſa. 
derly, have no Company or Fellowſhip with them, if 
you would have the Holy Name of jeſus free 
from Scandal. 1 
This hath been the deſign of all the faithful 
Miniſters of Chriſt, to keep their Holy Profeſ- 
ſion of the Name of Chriſt free from reproach; 
that the Holineſs of Gad's ways might be ſeen 
in the Holy Lives of the Profeſſors of them. Till 
Men come to know this, and take up thetr daily 
Croſs, and exerciſe Self-denial; their Chriſti- 
anity is good for nothing; I would not have 
you truſt in it; neither in Articles, Tenents, 
or Obſervations; but ſee how. with your Lives 
you anſwer your Profeſſion : Chriſt was Hal, 
Harmleſs, Undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners. And 
why ſhould not Chriſtians: be: fo too? How 
can Chriſtians be followers of Chriſt, and not 


ſeparate from Sinners? Chriſt. was ſo. He 
neut one Ways aud: Sinners Went another; 
en N 70 ee 
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e ey followed their Sins and Luſts, but he fol- 
e ored the Work his Heavenly Father ſeat him 
bout. If thou art a Follower of Chriſt, thou 
uit worthy of the name of a Chriſtian, Do 


Drunkards and Swearers follow Chriſt ? Do the 
Wanton and Proud follow him? Do the Un- 
dean and Hypocrites follow Chriſt? You know 
they do not,, why do you call them Chriſtians? 
This is a reproach and ſhame to the holy Name 
of ſeſus, and to true Chriſtianity, that any of 
theſe Folks ſhould be called Chriſtians, but ſuch 
are Followers of Chriſt, who are Holy, Harms 
ſs, and Undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners. 
This ſeems a ſtrange kind of Doctrine, yet 

if it had been preached in the Primitive Time, 
there was People that would have received it 
#5 Apoſtolical Doctrine, that a Man ſhould Cru- 
city the Fleſh with the Affections and Luſts; 
For ſaith the Apoſtle, Aforrify your Members 

which are on Earth; if you, through the Spirit, do 
mortify the deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live; but if 
je live aſter the Fleſh, ye ſhall die. And to be car- 
nally minded is Death, but to be ſpiritually minded 
mg and Peace, This was und Doctrine 
then. | | + fond 
Now come and tell a Man he ſhall certainly 
periſh and come to Damnation for all his Pro- 
eſſion, if he does not mortify the deeds of the 
Fleſh; If he lives in Sin and dies in it he is like 
to periſh: How many have been halled to Goals 
and Dungeons, only for preaching this Do- 
ctrine, and when we were firſt ſeat to preach, 
ne durſt not do otherwiſe? And God did not 
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DDr dme wil ſay,"char we have not Ho 
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fend us to preach till he had waſhed us, and 
ſanctified us, and fitted us for the Work of the 
Miniſtry. Now when we ſaw in the Holy $crip- 
tures, that God did work upon others by hj 
Spirit, before he ſent them to preach the Go. 
ſpel; was not here ſufficient Authority give 
to preach the downfal of Sin, and deſtrudio 
of it? One would think that ſuch a one, thy; 
called and ſent of God, had as good Author 
ty to preach the Everlaſting Goſpel, as the Lax 
enacted by all the Princes of the World could 
give him; a Man ſure that hath an Authority 
for Preaching the Goſpel, would not need to 
wait for Orders and Approbation; he woutt 
not ſtay for an Induction. The Apoſtle Pl Mc, 
took it for a Commiſſion that was credits Wi; 
ble, when he tells you of his Miſſion, It ny 
not by Man, but by the Will of God, that he waz 
called to preach the Goſpel. If we: ſhould fa 
we were made Preachers, if you ask by whom, 
never a Man in the World can tell you; but 
we were made Preachers many years ago: No 
by Man, or by the Authority of Man ; but by 
the Will of God. What was your Commiſſion! 
to turn Men from Darkneſs, (that Darknef 
we had formerly lived in) To turn them fron 
darkneſs umo light, and from the power of Satan un- 
to God. The Apoſtle ſums up his Commiſſion 
in a few words; the Lord told me I muſt um 
Aden from darkneſs to ligt. This is our Commil- 
fi6a that we have received from God in this 
Age, to turn Men from Darkneſs. -, 


22 


made Learning and Qualihcatiofis for n 


ande mne Miniſtry: To this I anſwer, if I heard 
the vlan ſwear or tell a lie, I could tell him that 
tis was not of God, 1 had Learning enough to 
dane, and tell Men, and fay that, Whoring, 
0 runkenneſs, and Swearing, and Lying, were 


eng works of the Fleſh, and Fruits of the Devils 
urower; IJ would have you turn from theſe 
iu Works to the Power of God. What is that 
t- rower of God? Iwill tell you, it is a manife- 


M gation of Grace in your Hearts, that will draw 
Id you away from the Love of all theſe things; 
7 the Grace of God, is the Power of God to Sal- 


vation to them believe: Ta as many 4s received 


God; to ſuch as believed in his name. Such Chri- 
ſtians will ſnew forth the Power and Life of 
Religion in their Converſations: So that here 


I have been ſometimes examined by whats 
Authority do you preach? By the higheſt Au- 
thority in Heaven and Earth, by the Authority 
of God that came by Chriſt, the Redeemer. 
What do you preach? Truth in the inward 
parts, Grace and Truth, and againſt all Fil- 
thineſs of Fleſh and Spirit. 

As long as Antichriſt hath a Rule, you muſt 
not preach down Sin without Authority; you 
muſt have Power, you muſt be Qrdained; and 
have an InduQion before you; undertake- to 
preach the Goſpel,” and preach down Sin and 
Wickedneſs: The Devil hath got ſuch Power 


and Rule, that ſome tell us, that no- Man can 


where to raiſe a Man and bring him to a holy 
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Chriſt, to them he gave Power to become the Sons of 


is a ſufficient Authority, no want of Authority. 
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and righteous Life; this Man wants u Paten 
a Commiſſion, an Induction, an Ordinance ty 
preach and cry down Sin in other Folks; why 
Commiſſion had the Pſalmiſt when he aid 
Come, all ye that fear the Lord, and 1 wil tel 
what he hath done for my St. 
s it not high time for People that have EI 
dences of the Love of God ſhed abroad up 
their Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, to bear the 
Teſtimony againſt Sin and Wickedneſs ? Is it no 
high time for every Bodies mouth to be open 
to teſtify againſt ſuch a horrible miſt of Dark. 
nels that is come over Men; to teſtify againf 
Hypocriſy, Uncleanneſs, and Unrighteouſnek? 
It was the great deſign of the primitin 
Preachers of the Goſpel, to cry down tha 
which ſome Miniſters cry up, ſs that Chriſti» 
nity is not like what it was, for then they toll 
Them that there was no Happineſs but 'by 
breaking off from Sin by Repentance. No pol 
fibility of Salvation without confeſſing and for:. 
faking Sin, and truſting in the Mercy of God 
through . Chriſt for the pardon of it. Tel 
them of the Mercy of God, and the Blood al 
Chriſt, they will tell you that they cannot he 
cleanſed from all Sin, they cannot live witl- 
out Sin. How comes it to paſs that there are v 
Miniſters that preach an Impoſſibility of living r 
I 
| 
| 


without Sin, when we are aſſured in the Holy 
Scriptures, that without Holineſs no Man ſhdl 
ever ſee the Lord? And that there in no wiſt 
enter into the Kingdom of God any thing that di- 
filath, neither whatſoever worketh Abomination, o 
waketh 4 Lie Rev. 21. 27. How'connens 


a 


bat Miniſters preach an Impoſſibility of living 
ithout Sin? Will any of you, ſaith he, be ſo 
reſumptious as to ſay a Man may live without 
in? I will prove it from good Authority, both 
om Scripture and Fathers, that no Man in 
te World cas d it.. pits 215 
if any ſet themſelves to it in their own 
rength, the Devil will make a Fool of them; 
dme indeed have gone about it in their own 
ower and Will, and have Cloyftered them- 
elves up in Monaſteries, and ſhut themſelves 
p between two Walls, that they might be ſe- 
arated from all Society, and live without Sin; 
hey would do it in their own Power, and the 
Devil is ſtronger than thgheyrr. 
Let me tell you, Men of the greateſt Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Courage and Strength, of the moſt excel» 
lent natural Parts that any Man can have, are 
not able to grapple with their Enemy the 
Devil by their own Power; there are Seeds of 
all Sin, and Luſt, and Concupiſcence fown in 
their Hearts; ſo far this is right and ſound 
Doctrine, that no Man can do any thing in his 
own power and ſtrength : But here is the mi- 
ſtake; a Man hath been a long time wreſtling 
with his Sins and Luſts, to get the Victory over 
them, but by woful experience he finds his 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency, he is ſunk in his 
Harneſs, and fo hath given over the Battle, ſay- 
ing, I ſhall never overcome the Devil and his 
Temptations, my Sins and Luſts are too hard 
for me, I deſpair of ever overcoming them in 
my own ſtrength, by all that I can do; that is 
true enough, but thou muſt needs periſh _—_— 
on 


nun other; this is very well, now thou art} 
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thou canſt never overcome thy Cotraα,ðt- 
If ever I be ſaved it muſt be the free Grace of 
God that muſt ſave me. How can thqu com 
to lay hold of the free Grace of God? | an 
told I muſt lay hold on Chriſt by Faith, whoil 
the Mediator between God and Man, and 
my only Redeemer, there is no Salvation ill 


Believer, what doſt thou expect, what dal 
thou hope that Chriſt will give thee? He yil 
not give me power over my Corruptions, f 
as to live without Sin, that is more than I hope 
for, but I expect that Chriſt will reveal hi 
Power in me, and give me ſo much ſtrength 
and power againſt my Luſts and Corruption 
that they may not have Dominion over me; 
now if you tel] me that you hope for ſtrenpth 
and power from Chriſt againſt Sin, Satan, and 
Corruption, do you now tell me that it is {il 
impoſſible ? It was impoſſible before indeed ts] 
live without Sin, when thou didſt truſt in thin 
own ſtrength, but now when thou comeſt to 
have Grace and Aſſiſtance from the Lord:Jeſy 
Chrift, the Son of God and Saviour of the Moni 
that giveth thee Ability to withſtand Temp 
tation, and overcome thy Corruptions, and tie 
Luſts of thy own Heart. What, is it impoſſibk 
Till to live without Sin? Then thou mayſt fay, 
the Devil's Slave I am and muſt be, for there 


is no other Power in Heaven or Earth for the 
to lay hold of, if thine own Power, nor Chriſt 
power neither can do; then thou doſt ſay tha 
the Devil is Almighty. Thus they _ 

0 a Hg . 4 IP N. W ef 
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<hen Chriſt hath revealed his Power, it is im- 
xoſſible ſtill. = or ns 3 : 

If I ſhould call this Antichriſtian Doctrine, I 
11d make it out. Bleſſed be God, I do believe 
at Chriſt is able to preſerve me from the De- 
ils Temptations, and all his Inſtruments, if I 
Pelieve, though I could not do it in mine own 
Dower, yet by Chriſt's Power I may be pree 
erved an Hour without Sin: If ſo, then a Day; 
ind if one Day, then a Thouſand Days, if l 


ive ſo long; Chriſt hath promiſed that he will 
oper ſe Satan, and tread him under Feet, and de- 
bWtroy his Works, and judge you whether Sin 
gu de not the Devil's Work; ſhall 1 deſpond, or 
a eſpair to have the Devil's Work deſtroyed 


in me? | 

zu Here is ground for you all to believe, he that 
1th Faith may lay hold of his Power which is 
offered of God; therefore lay hold of it, elſe 
our Religion will be good for nothing. This 
s the Enjoyment of a true Believer, that he 


tofW'cceives Power from Chriſt to deny himſelf; 
lu bercforec all their pretended Chriſtianity an 
1,8 roteſſion at the Day of Judgment, will melt 
way like Snow. Theſe Canons, Articles, 
eorms, Liturgies, theſe will melt away when 


he Day of the Lord comes to burn upon them; 
one but they that feel the redeeming Vertues 


rep! the Blood of Chriſt, that have their Souls 
reed with the Love of God; and whatſoever 
bey love in the World, they that will part 
WI ith it for Chriſt's ſake, ſhall be accepted. 


Tam not for ſetting up this and the other 
1 Sea 
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hall not value their Profeſſion. There are nz, 
themſelves under the Profeſſion of Truth, an 


Luſts and Imper fections with them: Here Anti 
chriſt is tryiog another Game to bring then 


People to be at eaſe, unleſs I give them a Crok 


Sect or Opinion; if it be among thoſe of m. 
own Profeſſion, if they profeſs Holineſs, wi 
bring forth Unrighteouſneſs, it is all one; [ 


ny in this City and Nation, that have ſheltr 
talk of Perfection, and have brought thei 
under a Profeſſion that will ſerve his turn; th 


Devil will allow Men Profeſſion, if they vil 
live according to their own Hearts Luſts, ft 


that they may ſave his Head from the Blow tha : 
God's Power will bring upon it, fo that tho; 
may diſhonour the Holy Name and ReliginM;- 
they make Profeſſion of; thus ſaith the Apoltle n. 
have told you often, and now tell you weeping ; tit is 
were Chriſtians, ſo called, to whom he ſpakylio 
but they are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, M! 
to the Profeſſion of Chriſt ; he did not ſay th 
were Strangers to the Croſs of Chriſt, but Eu! 
mies to it; they let it fall, they kept thy; 
Name, Word and Doctrine up, but they lt: 
the Croſs fall; how much were theſe ChrilWt 
ans worth, ſure but a little ? RT 7 
Nay, Antichriſt hath been ſo ſilly, that e! 
cauſe. the Words are ſo put upon the Croſs, Nl 
being Diſciples of Chriſt without the Croll 


the Words of Scripture are ſo put upon if 
Thinks Aatichriſt, I ſhall never perſwadeti 


therefore he ſets them a making Croſles. Tia 
muſt be Baptized with the Croſs; they Hay "8 
enf 
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deny not the Croſs of Chriſt, we hang it about 
our Necks, we ſet ic up in our Meetings and 
Academies, and many Princes, and Wiſe Men, 
and Learned Men, have been ſo bewitched and 
drunk with Deluſions, that they have called 
this the Chriſt which they have made with 
their own Hands; they have made Chriſts, and 


prayed to them; and all their Religion hath 
een putting together Croſſes, Crucifixes, 
Worms and Liturgies, which they have made 


ith their own Hands. 
Here is Chriſtianity in an empty Profeſſion, 
but where is the Soul of it? I would enquire 
or the Life of it, I would ſee Chriſtianity li- 
ing in Love to God above all, and loving 
ur Neighbours as our ſelves: When this Chri- 
janity comes, there will be no killing one a- 
Wother, nor perſecuting one another, nor ful- 
ing the Luſts of the Fleſh, nor pleading for. 
neither. : 8 
Bleſſed be God, that our Eyes have ſeen the 
Vitneſſes raiſed, and Life from Heaven come 
to them; and now Religion begins to have æ 
ife and a Soul, and ſhe ws it ſelf in a little 
emnant; there is People raiſed by God that 
els Life in their Worſhip, in their Families, 
their Converſations, and in their Behaviour 
wards Relations, they do what they do as to 
n mid; many Lads and Laſſes, Men-Servants 
Women-Servants, they do their Work and 
ron Vice, not barely to pleaſe their Maſter and 
tres, but to pleaſe God: The Life they live 
ch e Faith of the Son of Cod; they live as be- 
| comes 
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comes the Members of his Body; Hushands 
love their Wives, not ſimply becauſe they ate 
their Wives, as the Men of the World do 
but they do it upon the account of inward 
Religion, and of the Divine Fellowſhip aud 
Communion they have in Chriſt Jeſus. Hul 
bands ſhoald love their Wives as Chriſt lo. 
ved his Church, and laid dowa his Life for 
it; fo a Man ſhould love his Wife, aud be 
tender over her, and miniſter to her. 

The Life of Chriſtianity hach taught us tg 
behave our ſelves fo as God may have Glory, 
and Chriſtianity be reſtord to its antient Luſtre 
and Beauty that it had in former days. 

But ſome will ſay, Do as well as you can, 


| 
f 
Men will never love you; if you have the do,: 
of Chriſtianity, you ſhall be reviled and ſ ca-: 
dalized: Men will make Works agaiaſt yo 
and ſtrow Papers againſt you, and ſet the MY ! 
giſtrates againſt you; live as well as you ca, a 
they will follow you and diſturb you. J 
This is more than you know; if a Man on: S 
come to feel the Life of Chriſtianity workin R 
in him, and the Power of it keeping him froth v 
doing Evil, and wiſhing Evil to his Enemig 
and diſpoſing his Mind to a frame of pray C 
for them, eaclining him to pity them; im 
Man come to this ſtate, he is at Peace in hin: 
ſelf, and enjoys Tranquillity of Mind; he lobe 
up to the Mediator, Chriſt Jeſus, and feels. 


Anſwer of Peace in his own Soul, and 1s col 

to reſt in himſelf. 9 
Now concerning Perſecution, Hatred a 
Enmilh 
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Enmity, between the Womans Seed, and the 
Serpentine Seed, and how long it will laſt ; 
God whom we ſerve, did ſay to the Devil in 
Paradiſe, J will put Enmity between thee and the 
Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed, it ſhall 
bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. So 
that it is not to be expected that the Seed of 
the Serpent, that thoſe that are born of that 
Seed, can love thoſe that are born of the Wo- 
man's Seed; it is poſſible, that thoſe chat are 
horn of the Seed of the Serpent, ſhould be 
tranſlated and brought out of that corrupt 
ſtate 5 but it is impoſſible that thoſe that are 
born of the Fleſh ſhould love thoſe that are born of 
the Spirit, while they continue in their unrege- 
nerate ſtate, but perſecute them: It is like a 
a, natural inſtinct, as for Water to run down- 
on ward, and Eire to fly upward; were not all 
Me Men and Women born Children of Wrath, 
and naturally Enemies in their Minds to Chriſt 
Jeſus? and did he die and ſuffer for them all? 


Reaſon why Chriſt died to Redeem thoie that 
vere his Enemies to be his Friends. 

Suppoſe I, or any other to be a Member of 
I Chriſt, and Men do perſecute me, and revile 
me, and hate me, ſhould I not love them, and 
do good unto them; when J ſee one infinitely 
better than either you or l, do it for us? when 
we were Enemies, Chriſt hath ſent his Spirit into 
our Hearts, that we might become Friends of 
him, and of him that ſent him: This is the 
tec of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and = 
I 2 his 


So that the very Nature of the thing is the very 
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his Innocence, that Enemies may become Friends, 
thus have many been brought to a Friendſhip 
of Truth, that were Enemies toit; if we could 
not ſuffer for the Teſtimony we have received 
of God, what were it worth? But ſceing God 
Hath not only given us to believe, but to ſuffer 
for his Name, many have been turned by this 
means from Darkneſs to Light, and many more 
will; the Light breaks forth apace, notwith- 
Ffanding there hath been ſo much ado to ſtop it, 
It hath been the deſign of many Learned 
Men of this Nation, how ſhall we ſtop theſe 
Mens Mouths that preach the Doctrine of Truth 
in the inward Parts, the Light within, and 
Chriſt within them? I will not repeat the mx 
ny Laws that have been made againſt then 
that will not preach Lies, but the Power of 
Chriſt and his Truth, now what will you do? 
You cannot lay hand on them as you uſed to 
do; no, but we will reproach them with the 
Tongue, we will render them odious to the 
Government, as Perſons that will over- tur 
Church and State, and that preach falſe Do- 
ctrine; and when all is done, and they hare 
faid their worſt, People will ſtill believe that 


Sin and Wickedneſs is hateful to God, tha 
God takes no delight in Sin, and that the De-Wi 
vil will lead us to Sin; he that keeps moſt tron 
Sin, keeps moſt out of the Devil's Clutches; 
and he that lives moſt Holy, is moſt like 0h 


God. 


Theſe things we will Preach, and we will ih 


on in this Teſtimony, that the beſt way . 
| 1 Man 
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Man can take, is, To break off their Sin by Re- 
pentance, and turn to God their Maker with 
their whole Hearts, and they will look to 
their Ways, and ſearch, and try and examine 
their Hearts; and if they ſee Evil to, keep out 
of it; this is ſuch a thing as there is no with- 
ſtanding of it, it will go through this Nation, 
and all the Nations of the Earth. 

What if a Company of People ſhould com- 
bine together, and ſay, We will not have the 15 
Sun to ſhine upon the City of London; what 1 
courſe muſt we take? When the Sun is down, | 
we will build a Bank or high Wall to intercept 
its Light; but notwithſtanding all their En- 
deavours, when the Sun riſeth, it will get o- 
ver their high Banks and Wall; ſo all their 
Deligns, and all the Contrivances againſt the 
Light of the Goſpel, and againſt Chriſt the 
Vun of Righteouſneſs, and againſt the Spirit of 
Chriſt, the Light will aſcend and get over 
the Heads of them all, and it will confound them, 
Ind break through all Oppoſition. 4 


* 


I exhort you all (my Friends) that lay ing as ; 


——— 


Inde all Doctrines, and Tenents, and Contri- 
ances among Chriſtians, to come to this ſim- 


le Theſis and Poſition; it is no matter what L 
Frofeſs of Religion, if my Life is not anwerable 
it, if there be not a Love to God, and my 
Neigbbour, and to mine own Soul; there is no 
Wife nor Power in my Profeſſion of Religion: 
ul reſt ſatisfied in the Meaſure of Know- 

edge that God hath given me; I muſt not do. 
0 My Neighbour what I would not have my 
: BB Neighbour. 
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Neighbour do to me; I muſt be upright and 
fincere towards God; God will not accept of 
any Worfhip from me, when I am unclean in 
Body and in Mind too; we muſt ſee that we 
be purified, for God will not accept of an Of. 
fering from an unclean Heart; you canny 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean, faith our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Preacher of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs; I muſt firſ# make the Try 
good, before the Fruit will be ſo; you andlar 
theſe Trees; till we have ſomething good in 
our ſelves, we cannot bring forth good Fruit, 
Therefore yon muſt have reſpect to the Prin: 
ciple of Sanctification in your own Hearts, and 
turn you to what you may feel an Experienceof 
in your ſelves, ſome Principle of Grace an( 
Light in your Hearts, that can diſtinguiſh be. 
tween good Thoughts and evil Thoughts. I: 
this good for me to do? I will go on ini 
with Faith and Courage; but if it be Evil,! 
will not touch wich it, though there be Prof. 
and Pleaſure to allure and draw me to it: 
1 will not touch with it though 1 might gait 
the World by it. . 

Here is Chriſtianity with Life and Soul in it : 
wie have been ſcandalized as if we Preached wM- 
Error for Juſtification : We ſay there is no jt 
ſtification without Sanctification; ſo you that 
know the Power, live in it; and you that de 
fire to kaow, turn your Minds to the Light 
and Grace of God, and you will feel the Powet 

that will oppoſe Sin in its Motion, and it wil 
geyer trouble you in its Act and Workings. 
N | | | woul 
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| would not do ill to my Neighbour, and [ 
page ſuch a Motion when it is ſuggeſt- 
in ed, it will never trouble my Conſcience, be- 
1 cauſe when the Devil moved me to it, I re- 
if. acd it, I would not follow him. It is no 
„Cin to be tempted; for our Saviour, that was 
ur perfectly Holy, and free from all Sin, was 
het tempted; he had Motions in his Mind, 
but be withſtood them, and reſiſted the De- 
ro MY vil in all his Temptations: Chriſt was temp- 
ted that he might be able to ſuccour us when 
it ve are tempted 5 and he will do it for all thoſe 
in- that wait for him. a 

nd Therefore, Friends, truſt in the Name of the 
of WI Lord, and you ſhall feel the Stirrings of that 
Power, that hath called you out of Darkneſs in- 
be to the marvellous Light of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
I; WW neſs wherein you live, and which will ſhine to 
nit WF bis lm mortal Glory and Praiſe, and the Ever- 
„ laſting Comfort of your Immortal Souls. 

ofit WOE > >> 


i Sermon III. 

zu The Spirit of Chriſt the only true 
J Quide. | 

de Preached at Grace-Church-Street, Oct. 10. 1690. | 
wet Y Ou that are met together in the name of 
wil the Lord, and have your Expectation from 


„od, and are really waiting to receive a Bleſ- 
M n * 


— 
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ſing from his bountiful hand; you are they to 
whom the Lord will communicate the goo 
things of his Kingdom, and inſtru you in the 
Divine Knowledge which the Wiſdom of this 
World cannot find out; you ſhall have you 
Fortion in the Bleſlings prepared for you, and 
2id up in Chriſt for you; to be handed forth 
to you from day to day for your ſupport. And 
hereby you have been preſerved and kept alive 
unto this day: You have received your Nouri 
ment, and Divine and Spiritual Refreſhmen 
always in the preſence of God; when you hare 
been out of his preſence you have met with 
Troubles, and Darkneſs hath gendred upon 
your Minds, and vailed and clouded your Ur 
derſtandings, that you have been fometimes in 
in danger to loſe your way, until you have re. 
turned again unto the Great Shepherd and Over. 
ſeer of your Souls, by whom you have had Acceſs u Wi 
to Cod. You that have had theſe Experience, WM. 
O! tet your Hearts and Souls be engaged ta 
continue together in one Heart and one Ming 
ſerving the Lord and waiting upon him for 
ſomething that may do you good, that my 
ſtrengthen you and confirm you in the bleſſed 
Fruth. . hs 1 
For there are a great many that are col 
vinced, that do yet want Eſtabliſhment ; there 
are a great many that know the Truth, e 
cannot be brought to abide in it ; but are ſon 
times drawn out of it, and then they meet witli 
Trouble in their Minds; and Diſtreſs and 4h 
$uiſh lays hold upon them; and they do. not * he 
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to that Tranquillity and Peace, and that inward: 
of joy which they believe others do enjoy at the- 
ne izme time; and which they might have enjoy- 
his Bi ed if they had abode ſtedfaſt in the Truth. 


Now what is it that will eſtabliſh ſuch a one, 
but their waiting upon God; to receive Power. 
from him to reſiſt the Temptations, and the: 
maaifold Wiles and Snares of their Souls Ene-- 
my? whereby they are daily in danger to be: 
drawn away from God; drawn out of the way. 


elt You know, Friends, how the Lord brought: 
ave Wis into this Exerciſe of waiting upon him, by. 
Ut naking us ſenſible that there was none could 
help us but him. Teachers we have always had, 
Jr Hand Men that have ſpoken of God, ſpoken of A 


nis Power, and ſpoken of his Wiſdom; but. 
how to dwell in that Power, and ſtand eſtas;; 
Wiſhed in it, as at all times to reſiſt the Power. 
Wo! the wicked One; that is, that which no Man 
an help us to; and upon this account it was; 
he Lord's People were fain to cleave cloſe to- 
im, and by Faith to have their dependence up- 
pn him; and cry in their Souls, Lord, unleſs? 


Na) bon eſtabliſh me, I ſhall never be eſtabliſned. 
a The coufirming Power that ſtayes and ſet- 
les their Minds upon the Lord, it comes from: 
ol Wim, it is handed to us through the Lord Jeſus; 
ere hriſt, whom we have believed in; they chat: 


ept their Faith in him have had Longings and. 
Preathings of Soul, that they might: receive: 
me Divine Bleſſings by him, and through him. 
that they that meet together in this Mind, 
ad . n the Truth, as it is ma- 
1555 | 
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nifeſted and revealed in them, and goes down 
into the deep where Unity is known, where 
they are of one Mind, and the Soul is made 
capable of putting forth ſtrong Cries to God, 
and living Breathings and Prayers to God, that 
he will teach them how they ſhall] profit, how 
they ſhall grow, how they ſhall ſerve him, and 
honour him in their day ; that he will reveal 
his Power in them, to expel any Darkneſs or 
Vail that hath been gathered upon their Minds, 
that doth hinder them from beholding fo much 
Glory and Excellency in the Truth, and in 
the Ways of God, as ſome they have beheld. 
And ſo theſe are Travellers that are travelling 
with the Lord in Faith, to receive a Bleſſing at 
bis Hands. Their Minds are not left to this, 
or that, or the other Man, or to meer Words 
or viſible Things; but they feel the Word of 
Truth anſwering the Truth in themſelves; and 
they receive a Comfort and Benefit, becauſe i 
they find a Bleſſing to ariſe in them. Theſe 
Words reach my Soul, theſe adminiſter Hel) 
to me, and I am comforted in them, becauſ 
J find thoſe Works working in me, or wrought 
in me. 5 

For alas! my Friends, yon know many of 
you, ſome hear the Word, and the Declar 
tions in the Word are but ſounds unto then, 
that have no Experience of the Work that b 
ſignified by the Word; ſo many ſuch People do 
hear the lovely ſound, and they are affede 
many times to hear talk of the work of Rege 
neration, and of the Enjoyments of God's 100 
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le, and how they are born up in all their 
Tryals by an inward and divine Power, and 
how they are always kept alive to God, and 

reſerved in his Itving Preſence ; but this doth 
not bear them up in a time of Tryal; but if a 
Tryal or an Affliction comes, they fink under 
it, and they are filled with Anguiſh and Per- 
plexity, ſo that the word barely heard ſpoken, 
and heard, and not rooted in the Mind, doth 
not miniſter to the Work; the words ſpoken 
do not carry that kind of Operation upon 
them as to witneſs an Inward Work wrought 
upon them. © 

But where there is an effeQual Work and O- 
peration in the Soul, it continues in its Labour 
and Travel from Death to Life. And as thoſe 
heavenly Things, thoſe Divine Operations of 
God's Power are ſpoken of, there is an Amen in 
your Souls, ſayiag as far as you have travelled, 
Thus hath God dealt with me, he hath indeed 
by his Power carried ſome beyond my State 
and Condition, and my Faith is hereby 
ſtrengthned, and my Hope is confirmed : He 
that hath begun a good Work ſo glorioully in 
my Soul, will carry on his own Work, and 
bring me to higher Attainments, and further 
Experiences that ſome of his Servants bear 
witneſs of. 

So that now being exerciſed, the work goes 
on, and the pleaſure of the Lord proſpereth in Chri- 
ſtians, that when they meet together in the name 
of the Lord, they know for themſelves that the 
Lord is preſent with them, they know _ 

| tne 
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the word of the Lord is unto them; if they 
hear the Word preached to another State and 
Condition, yet they abide in and keep that 
which makes manifeſt to them in their ony 
State: And this ſuffers not the Soul to be car. 
ried away with the Word, and Sight and Vij- 
on of a higher State than their Faith can wit. 
neſs to; and they keep low, and humble, and 
tender, and have a care of their own Souls; x 
the Apoſtle when he was come to glorious and 
high Attainments in the work of the Lord, 
yet he would not glory of any thing, but what 
the Grace of God wrought in him: We do not 
boaſt of things that are not wrought in us. 
It is poſſible for the Creature to gather in, 
and comprehend the form of things, that they 
Have not the work of in them; and a great ma- 
ny have done ſo to their-great damage, and 
fome (it is to be feared) to their utter ruin, 
bey have comprehended high things, and the 
Notions of great Attainments, they have heard 
them declared and ſpoken of thus, and fo, aud 
ſome have in their Speculations declared to 
others their Conceptions about thoſe things 
yet thoſe things were never wrought in them; 
they could preach of Humiliation, when the 
root of Pride was not removed; they could 
preach of Regeneration, and the Old Man ru 
put off, and the V Man created in. Righteouſne| 
not put on. All this kind of preaching hath 
been in the World, and is ſtill too much in the 
World, but it hath not produced and.brought 
forth any profit and advantage to che Soul 


* 
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ther to Preacher or Hearer ; for it hath not 
been accompanied with a divine and heavenly 
Bleſſing; but the true Miniſtry ordained of God 
brings forth a Work of Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs in the Soul. | 
And therefore every one that God hath thus 
reached, and hath opened your Underſtandings, 
and hath made you capable of Comprehending 


and Underſtanding divine Things, take heed 


leaſt by the ſubtilty of Satan, and the wiles of 
your great Enemy, you. be at any time lifted 
up, and exalted in your Minds, in the notion of 
the things that you have not attained; not that 
you ſhould not ſo underſtand the things of God 
that God openeth to you, as they are many 


times opened to the Creature, before the work 


of them is in the Heart of the Creature: And 
why ſo? Why are they opened to me? It is. 


for thy encouragement, that if thou doſt hold 
Jon, and be ſtedfaſt in waiting upon the Lord, 
Itheſe things God hath in ſtore for thee. 
| Now the Creature waits, and faith, Though TI 


have not attained ſuch things as 1 have ſeèen, 


Jyet the very ſight of them encourageth me to 


wait upon the Lord, that I may experience the 
witneſs of them in my ſelf: There are many 


that have had ſome taſte of great Joy, and ap- 


prehenſions of heavenly Things which they have 
not attained, but they know what they are. 
waiting upon God for; not that they may 


have a little Joy, which paſſeth through them, 
but come to have that Joy and Tranquillity 


Which will accompauy them in all their, Do- a 
1 Fo 1ogs,, 
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ings, and their whole Converſation. God hat 
opened many Things to you, and you hay: 
ſeen the way of Righteouſneſs which he hay 
caſt up for you; and many have taken ſtraight 
ſteps to themſelves, tiil they have attained tg 
ſay, Now my Salvation is nearer than when J 4 
firſt believed. Let ſuch go on and follow thy 
Guide by which they have been directed, ar 
they ſhall at laſt attain to a further State, ni 
only to know that their Salvation is now ner. 
er, than when they at firſt believed, but tha 
they may come through the Divine Spiritof 
Grace that they followed, and fo cloſely cleave 
to, as their bleſſed Guide 1a their way, to han 
an entrance adminiftred ro them abundanth 
into the Salvation of God, whereby they my 
fit down in the Kingdom of God with Ab 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and have a Wall about 
them, which is the Salvation of God. 

Here is a great encouragement for Sinners 
and upright ones to follow on to know the Lin, 
and then they are ſure they fhall know hin, 
for they ſhall behold his Glory, and their Souk 
ſhall be ſatisfied, for nothing elſe will fatish 
them. : 

People may have great openings and great 

diſcoveries of things, and may have delight and 


joy in the opening of things, as it was with tel” 
Diſciples, when Chriſt our Lord converſed with 
them in the Fleſh, he opened many things v 
them, and they had great joy and comfort it, 
thoſe things which he opened to them, yet 


there was ſomething wanting to ſuffice Hs | 
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wal , 8. Philip ſaid unto Chriſt, Lord ſhew 
ba 1 the Father, and it ſuſſiceth us: There was ſome- 
1 ning further to be diſcoverd and revealed, ſo 
at they could not find their Souls to be ſatis- 
ed and ſuſficed, till they had it. Chriſt gave 


hem ſuch an Anſwer as relates to that Mini- 
tration that we are now under; He that hath 
Een the Son, bath ſeen the Father. Now they had 


Pen Chritt daily, and converſed with him, 
tha Wo had eat and drank with him in that Fleſh- 
ro and Bodily Appearance wherein he converſed 
wel ith them; but trey had not a fight of the 
a ternal Sou of God in a Spiritual Manner, as 
ue was the Son of God, and their Saviour; ſo 
bey had not ſcen him. And he that hath 
een Chriſt in a Spiritual Manner, hath ſeen the 
ou Water allo. 


50 it is with us in our Day; we have in our 
Profeſſion, the Teachings of this and that Man: 
e have converſed with Chriſt, as it were, 
o his Fleſhly Appearance: We have read the 


* Hiſtory of his Birth, and of his Life and great 
| Miracles, and of the great Love he had to 


Mankind, by which he laid down his Life for 
them. We have been converſing with Chriſt 
las to his Fleſhly Manifeſtation ; but conſider 
whether there doth not 'till now, remain an 
empty place in our Souls, ſomething that is not 
lufficed, and ſatisfied ? | > | 

What would you have? Have you not 3 
ture? Read you not there of the Birth, Life, 
Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Chriſt ? 
L would ſtill have ſomething more, for that 
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will 
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44 The Spirit of Chriſt 
will not ſuffice me; I would have Pardon of 
Sin, and my Peace with God, and the Light of 
his Countenance lifted up upon me, and further 
Manifeſtations of Chriſt to my Soul. We cin 
never ſee the Glory of God, but in the Face gf 
Feſus Chriſt. This is the Diſcovery that Chriſt 
makes to the Soul that believeth in him; this 
is that which gives Satisfaction. | 

A Chriſtians Work is to be converſing with 
him, and exerciſing his Mind under the gather. 
ing and teaching of him, that can lead him to 
the Father: None but Chriſt can do that, lead 
them to the Father, and ſhew them the Father: 
and he hath 1a our day revealed himſelf, and 
made. himſelf manifeſt by bis Spirit, that 
Spirit, by which we come to know his 
Holy Teaching, Reproot and Inſtruction, dai- 
ly diſcovered in our Souls: The Spirit is our 
Guide, that Spirit we are led by, and are to 
walk in. Let Men go under what Form and 
Denominatioa they will, They that have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, are none of his, until they come 
to be guided by his Spirit. þ 

People are not led into Sin by the Spirit of 
Chriſt; they will tell you thele are the Devil's 
Temptations, and the Frailty of-our Nature, 
and che Corruption of our Hearts, by which: 
we are led into Sin; it is not the Spirit of 
Chriſt. Ir world be a horrid thing for Men to 


ſay the Spirit of Chriſt led them into Sin; there: Wiſ* 
are f one fo wicked as to fay ſo. The Bl 
Bui re to ds in the World, is, To o- 

< 


bee pf God, and Where the Under- 
. ſtandings: 
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gandings of Men are ſo Illuminated, that they 


+ are ſatisfied in their M inds, that God hath been 
her Npleaſed to give them a Manifeſtation of the Spi- 


fit to profit withal : All thoſe that have this 


0 Spirit of Chriſt, are directed hy it to do the Will 
tit ok God, and to deny their own Wills, and the 


Will of others, that wonld draw them from 
their Duty that they owe to God in their Ge- 
neration. 

it is an excellent State and Condition for a 


er. = 

o Man to be guided by the Spirit, and to be 
26 brought under the Government of Chriſt, who 
err is The Way, the Truth, and the Life. So that 


they that come under this Government, are 
directed and pornted out every Day to do the 
Will of God. This thou muſt do, and God 
will be pleaſed with thee; and this thou mayſt 
not do, for if thon do it, the Lord will be an- 
gry with thee 5 It is Sin againſt God, So that 
we have an heavenly Advantage of being taught 
of God by his Spirit, to. have the Divine and 
Daily Teaching of the Spirit of God revealed 
in us; if we are at a loſs, or make a queſtion, 
or,diipute about a matter, the Spirit will lead us 
ate al Truth, if we give up our ſelves to his 
Guidance and Teaching. 

This hath been our Deſire and Labour many 
ears, not to draw People to obſerve what we 
o ay; for who can direct another Man in all 
e: things relating to the Service of God? If 
e we were never ſo certain our ſelves, we cans 
not convey Certainty and Infallibility upon all 
coccaſions to another, if we ſhould ſpeak neuf 
8 ; O, 


ab The Spirit of Chrif 
ſo much, and be never ſo much converſyn 

with them, Therefore our Work is, Thatj 

People in all things relating to their Soy} 

might have recourſe continually to the Infalli. 

ble Teacher and Guide, which God through 

Jeſus Chriſt, hath made known to them. 
People be ruled by this, they cannot but lin 
ia Unity, and love one another; they will yg 
fall iato Malice, Contention, and Hatred os 
againſt another. It is impoſſible for Nations 
to make War, and deſtroy one another, if the 
would be guided by the unerring Spirit 
Chriſt; for how ſhould it contraditt it ſelf ? Fo 
how can any think that agrees with the Stay 
dard of Truth, which Chriſt hath ſet up, whid 
acts in Contradiction to it? for nothing is Truth 
but what concurs with it, therefore it mul 
needs agree with it ſelf, If we be directed ij 
the Spirit, we ſhall call that good which is rei. 
ly good; and that evil which is ſo. If ther 
be Thoufands directed by the Spirit of Chrif, 
which leads into all Truth, that which is gool 
to one, is fo to all; and that which is eil 
to one, is ſo to all. We muſt firſt know whit 


is good, and then receive Power to do it. li 


we come to be inſtru&ed by the unerring Sp 
Tit, To know what is the good and acceptable Ni 
of God: We ſhall receive daily Power fron 
him to do the Will of God, we ſhall all ſpeak 
the ſame thing, and be of the ſame mind, and 
live in Love and Unity, There is no Evil wil 
fully done againſt God, where the Spirit of 
Chriſt, the Goſpel Spirit, comes to prevail up 
01 
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nus; it will bring us to a Peaceableneſs of 
pirit, to live in Love and Unity: And the 
feat Work we have in the World, will be 
o do the good and acceptable Will of God, 
oth with reſpect to our ſolema Worſhip of 
od, and our Duties towards our Neighbour : 
hen there will be Tranquillity, Peace, and 
oy, and Comfort to all the Churches of Chriſt 
hat are under his Government. And it is gt- 
ren to the Sons and Daughters of Men every 
rhere, when they come under the Yoke of 
hriſt, and take up a Daily-Croſs, and live in 
elf. Denial; this will bring Peace and Con- 
ord among them. 

Many will come to our Meetings, and ſpend 
little time to hear what we ſay : We exhort 
hem to give up themſelves to the Peaceable 
overnment of the Spirit of Chriſt, that will 
mſh Tranſgreſſion, and make an end of Sin, and 
ring into the Soul ( where Sin reigned ) Ever- 


ent 
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% Righteouſneſs, Where there is a great deal 
w ff Pride, Malice and Envy, the Spirit of Chriſt 


wid root it up, and all that Evil that the Ene- 

y bath planted in Men, he will pluck it up, 
nd bring in Everlaſting Bale and plant 
Nove in the ſame Soul, and eſtabliſh and ſettle 
t: Such an one will have more Joy, Pleaſure 
and Delight, under the Government of the 
pirit of Chriſt in one Day, than any one can 
have that is governed by the Evil Spirit in a 
Thouſand Days. 

You ſay the manifeſtation of the Spirit is given 
to every Man to profit wit hal; what Profit ſhail 
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of God, what will be the Effect of that? [fl 


forſake my Profits and Pleafure and other De. 


them, That he that hath forſaken all, Father au 
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48 The Spirit of Chrift 

we get? How doth it appear, that the Ma 
feſtation of the Spirit is given to profit withz 
Becauſe there is that Lite and Grace ftirringj 
the Heart that makes it profitable, and Tru rut 
doth ſo prevail, that it makes us to do thot 
things that are good and profitable, and to; 
void thoſe things are reproveable. If that 
wouldeſt hearken to the Spirit, that is the R 
prover, that convinceth of Sin, thou mie 
turn away thy Mind from that which will lem 
1ato thoſe things that are reproveable, othe 
wile thou wilt be under Condemnation in thine 
own Boſom. 

When the Spirit of God illuminates Men t 
ſee Sin, the Evil of Sin, he will give them Pon. 
er againſt it; but when they come to recein 
Power againſt it, and Stedfaſtneſs in the Ways 


become Righteous, and live a Holy Life, and 
my Companions be Wicked, they will mod 
me, and reproach me, what Benefit ſhall I hae 
by being Righteous ? I ſee evidently I ſhall lok 
many Advantages which I might otherwiſe 
reap, and reach with mine own hand. I mul: 


lights of this World. 
The Diſciples ſaid to Chriſt, We have forſakn 
all and followed thee ; what ſhall we have? Pev 
ple before they would forſake all, they would 
have ſomething in the room of it. Chriſt tells 


Mother, Brother and Siſter, and Houſe and Land 
for his Name Sake, ſhall have in this Life an Hu. 
de 


dred 
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ed feld, and in the World to come Eternal Life : 
hat is the meaning of that? They ſhall have 
this Life an Hundred Fold; Chriſt that is 
ruth it ſelf, that cannot Lie, hath promiſed, 
at they chat forſake all, ſhall receive an Hun- 
ed Fold: Now People are ready to graſp at 
WM: chey think it is ſomething that will anſwer 
e loss of that they part withal; that thou 
ceiveſt in this Promiſe muſt not be of the 
me ſort and kind with thoſe things thon didſt 
art withal ; but when thou haſt parted with 
| for Chriſt's ſake, and the Goſpel, thou ſhalt 
tccive that which thou ſhalt acknowledge is 
hundred fold better, and will make thee an 
ndred fold richer and happier, and that it 
ill give thee more an hundred fold, than all 
at thou haſt parted with could give thee. 


lt we part with Sin, we part with that which 
an{{F ings Bondage and tear of Death; having part- 
oc with that, then thy Fear and Bondage is 


dne, and thou liveſt then the reſt of thy Life 
me at Liberty: But this is not all, thou li- 


iet in the enjoyment of the Favour of God, 
ut ou ſhalt have the Senſe of his Love, and the 
5 omfort of his Holy Spirit, and you ſnall live in 


ace and Righteouſneſs, and treaſure up to your 
ves Gory, Honour, Immortality, and Eternal Life; 
hereas before you did mo up only Wrath a- 
wnjt the Day of Wrath, and the Revelation of the 
ghteons Judgment of God; thou ſhalt receive 
hundred fold, that which is an hundred 
Id better. Thoſe that part with the things 
nat are reproveable, and do what Chriſt = 

his 
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gO The Spirit of Chriſt © 
his day performed, the good and acceptalj 
Will of God, the Enjoymeats that he hathj 
Chriſt, and the Comfort, Peace, and Try 
quillity he enjoys, is an hundred fold better a 
more delightful than all the Pleaſures of 5; 
and the Pleaſures and Delights of Shows, a 
Sights, and Plays, and Comedies, which vii 
Men entertain themſelves with in their Cami 
State. A Carnal Man cannot underſtand a 
diſcern the things of God, and the Pleaſure 
that are to be had in his Holy Ways; he oj 
looks at the things that are ſees, which are J 
poral, and not at the things that are not ſeen, wid 

are Eternal. | 
But, my Friends, thoſe things which are u 
ſeen, are not ſo uuſeen, but that when a My 
hath an Eye opened within him of the ſan 
Nature with thoſe things, he can fee then: 
Bleſſed be God that we have an Eye opened i 
ſee Spiritual Tings, to ſee the Heavenly Tre 
ſure, and enjoy it in theſe Earthen Veſſels. 
For all that have an Ear to hear, it woll 
be a profitable change to part with all that i 
evil in the ſight of God, and put themſele 
under the Yoke of Chriſt, and receive a pri 
. Ciple of Grace which he will communicatet 
them, that they may do the good and accepu 
ble Will of God, and ſo may enjoy an hut 
dred fold, and have Comfort, Peace, and Jo 
before they go hence, and are no more ſeen. 
.Yon to whom God hath ſo graciouſly ag 
mercifnlly appeared, that have an Underſtatd 
ing and a Taſte and Feeling of thoſe ow 
ahi 
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a. ich are Divine and Spiritual, and which per- 
thin, to Life and Godlineſs; of all the People in 
rac World, you are an engaged People to ſerve 
Abe Lord ; great Obligations lie upon you, that 
diu on ſhould abide and continue in that which 
od hath revealed and diſcovered to you; I 
v ean Grace: For you will never grow *till you 
unn de under the Government of the Grace of 
Wood, that Grace that appeared to you before 
lun ou came to the Knowledge of God and his 
o at's, that bath been with you in your travel 
Ta rombeath toLife, and from Darkneſs to Light: 
pic rize it as a Heavenly Jewel, as that which 
ontains in it ſelf all thoſe things that your 
Soul ſtands in need of. If you have any Strength 
o reſiſt Temptation, it is from the Grace of 
ad chat you receive Power to withſtand 
emptations; if yon have any living Opening- 
ngs in your Hearts, it comes to you from that 
;race that is in Chriſt. When this, and that, and 
he other Prophecy of the Prophets of old is o- 
ened to you, propheſying and foretelling that 
State and Condition which you are travelling 
owards, how the Lord will ſubdue your Ene- 
ies under you, you are encouraged hereby to 
go on chearfully in your Way, ta that Reſt 

Walch you are travelling to. 8 
There are many of thoſe that believe the 
ruth, who are not come to Eſtabliſnment; 
and they will find the Reaſon and Cauſe in 
hemſelves. Do but ask and enquire how it 
Comes to pals, that ſuch and ſuch are Eſtabliſh- 
d, and not fo ſubject to Fear, and — 
an 
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52 The Spirit of Chriſt © 
and Perplexity, as I am; a little thing wij 
turn me over; and ſhake and unſettle my Mina! 
this hath been the Cauſe, want of keeping 
cloſe to the Grace of God in your Converſation 
in the World: When you, and your Childre, 
and Servants are governed by the Grace 6 
God in all yon nadertake, then the Devil vine 
endeavour to bring you into Darkneſs, aul 
bring Diſcompoſure upon your Spirits ; forthe 
purpoſe of Chriſt Jeſus, our Saviour, is to ſe 
tle you; and the purpoſe of the Deſtroyer is,t 
diſcompoſe and unſettle you, and to marry yo 
to this and che other changing thing; if he ca 
fix you Hearts upon this and that Object, tha 
there is Inſtability upon the Soul; take any 
that thing, and it brings Diſturbance up 
you: Haſt thou any Object that thy Mind fe 
upon? Thou wilt be much diſturb'd at the part 
ing with it; but whoſe fault is that? Th 
Truth maniteited unto thee from the Begin 
ning of thy Converſion, did engage thee to 
parate thy ſelf from all viſible ſenſible thing 
that God might have thy Heart and chief Lon 
If he had been thy God, nothing could dl 
quiet thee, when ſeparated from thee: If xx 
will have other Gods beſides him, you will lok 
your Gods, when they are taken from you, all 
you will be like Micah, and ſay, Ye have takn 
away my Gods, and what have I more? ( Judg, 18 
24.) The Reaſon of your Diſcompoſure, and 
Anguiſh, and Sorrow, was this; When yon 
had ſome other Gods beſides the Lord, and 
your Hearts did cleave to ſome a 
155 
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hing; and that when the Trial comes, th: 

jou muſt part with it, thou canſt not bear it. 
If you would live a Serene Life, a Life of 
tanquillity, ſet your Minds upon nothing but 
pon the Lord, let him be the Object of your 
uls Love; live in the Light of his Counte- 
ance, and you may always rejoyce: Conſider, 
; for Temporals, you hold them of the Lord; 
od gives you this Husband, that Wife, that 
hild, that Eſtate, God hath entruſted you 
ih it; but not ſo, but he that hath it muſt 
art with it, and be bereaved of it when God 
caſeth. Now, if you give up your Hearts to 
od, here will be your Eſtabliſhmentand Set- 
ement, and you will have an abundant Entrance 


roles the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
a Jeſus Chriſt. And would we ſeek to know 


d feel wherein the Communion of the Saints 
agds; doth it not ſtand in partaking together 
the Bread of Life, which our Father giveth. 

from Heaven? The Father ſpreads a Table 
us in the ſight of our Enemies, and we axe 
tisfied. They that come to partake of this 
able of the Lord, find Strength and Refreſh- 
nt; ſo do l, and alſo my Brethren and Si- 
rs that ſit at the ſame Table. We are dai- 
confirmed and ſtrengthened by what we re- 
Ive from God, and enjoy there; here is our 
avenly Fellowſhip and Society; and where 


and is the Root of Love, Love cannot be 
youll icing in the Branches: There muſt be a 
aud parting from the Bread of Life, hefore there 
un be any Jarring and Contention among the 
ing; þ - N Members 
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that hath begun in the Spirit, may go on n 
Spirit, and never look for Perfection in th 
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Members of the ſame Body, for we tec 
Life from the ſame Head, from which all the 3; 
uy by Joynts and Bands, having Nouriſhmen n 
niſtred and knit together, encreaſeth with thy E 
creaſe of God, and are built upon the Foundaticy 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
ing the chief Corner-ſtone, in whom all the Bui 
ing fitly framed together, groweth unta a Hoh ru 
ple in the Lord. 1 | 
Nov that you may be all preſerved in Chrif 
this is the end of our Labour, that ſo every 


Fleſh. That you that have begun in Humilj 
Tenderneſs, and Brokenneſs of Heart, 
in that meet together in Times and Seaſy 
and have daily the Preſence of God and 
your, and have the Bread of Life, which wi 
nouriſh yon to Life Everlaſting, and that 
may ſhew forth to the World the Gl 
Brightneſs, and Excellency of that Holy li 
which in Chriſt Jeſus is manifeſted to you. 


Sermon IV. 


Pure and Spiritual Worſhip, 


Preached at Devonſhire-Houſe, Nov. 12. % 


THe Worſhip of God, of the Great G00 
Pure; he is a Holy God, Of Purer H 


than to behold Iniquity; and all they my 
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orſnip God, whoſe Souls are breathing to 
ve à return of a Teſtimony in his ſight, 
aſt offer up Pure Worſhip, and it muſt eome 
om that which is pure: For that purpoſe the 
dreatneſs of the Love of God is made mani- 
| in Chriſt Jeſus ; and there is a diffuſing of 
is Grace and Vertue in the Hearts of the 80 
d Daughters of Men, whereby he hath laid 
Foundation for his own Worſhip; becauſe 
js Worſhip mult be Pure. Therefore he hath: 
Weely. given unto us, through his Son, the 
aowledge of that Pure Principle of Life and 
race, from whence, and ont of which, alk 
ve Worſhip doth ſpring, and all true Ho- 
pur to God ariſeth, and real Obedience to his 


vg! Will ſprings forth out of that which is 
* om himſelt. 3 


And therefore all that will be Worſhipers 
ug Gol aright, muſt firſt know and be ſenſible 
herein the Ability and Capacity ſtands, that 
2y enable them to ſo great and ſo good & 
Work. Some have conceived it to ſtand in 
eir own. Will, and according to the working- 
their own Will, they have framed Wor- 
ps, Religions, and Obſervations, thinking. 
ereby to pleaſe God: But you know the A- 
tle in a few ſhort Words lays down a poſi- 
e Chriſtian Doctrine, Without Faith it is im- 
, 16088/ble to pleaſe God. FOE! 
Now this doth declare and fignifie,that there 
Wit be ſomething upon which this Faith muſd 
* "rk, that muſt be the Object and Foundation 
1 Falch as it 9 in the 6 
2 : et 


— 
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eth upon ſomething ; it1ays hold -upon'fons 
thing in which there is a Capacity of pleafi 
God. Now if we are all by Nature Children 
Hrath, and that no one of himſelf can plea 
God, then there mult be ſomething that is% 
-pernatural that muſt be the Object of that Fait 
by which Men alone can pleaſe God; and th 
muſt be made manifeſt to the Creature for ir 
help, for to be its Director and Supporter i 
that Work that is too mighty for himſelf, ty 
great a Work for a Man or Woman, too dey 
OO profound for any Man's Abilities, Power 
Wiſdom, and Acquirements, that he can at 
Tain to in this World, to Worſhip God aright 
To Worſhip God, that is, to perform a Pur 
Worſhip to a Pure God; Who can bring aclu 
thing out of an unclean ? Now if we are ared 
Obliged to bring a Clean Worſhip, a Pure Wa 
Mip to a Pure and Holy God, who hath create 
us and all things; where ſhall we have it? No 
Out of an uncleanHeart, uot out of a defiledMind 
There is no bringing it forth from thence, i 
hat is the State and Condition that Men i 
fallen into by Sin, in which their Minds an 
Conſciences are defiled, their Hearts are pd 
luted, and their Affeffections depraved and] 
upon wrong Objects; and in this State not 
can ſerve God aright: That which is Purean 

Holy muſt be firſt made known, revealed, di 
covered and believed before People can pi 
form a Right Worſhip to God. 4 
And therefore in vain is it, to go and di 

People to this and that Worſhip, and for 

8 | f 
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cople to this and that Service and Conformi- 


5 upon the account of the Worſhip of God- 
his is vain Worſhip; when they have done: 


hit is not acceptable to God; the Poor Crea- 
Sure hath no Return from the Lord, for God: 
accepcs no Service or Wor ſhip, but only thro”: 

bon. And if fo be, Men cannot Pray and: 


reach in the Spirit of his Son, and cannot- 
reſent their Complaints and Supplication 16 / 
od, but by the Aſſiſtance and Help of his | 
ſeſſed Spirit, there is no Reaſon in Religione 

hy People ſhonld expect a Return and An- 

er from God of the Prayers they make: For- 

is the general Doctrine of Chriſtendom: y 

hat Chriſt Jeſus is appoiated of God for a Me- 

jator between God and Man, and all the Ac- 
ptance we have, or deſire to have, muſt be 
rough him: And therefore if we pray with- 

t him, and perform this and the other Daty: 

ithout him; it is contrary to the Doctrine oft. 
ariſtianity to think that ever we ſhould have 
cceptance in God's ſight. . + 
Therefore there is a neceſſity for every Man 
d Woman that deſires to be Religious, that- 
th a Religious Mind, and is willing to wor- 
ip God, and ſerve God aright, there is a ne- 
ſity that they come to the Knowledge of; 
iriſt, who tells us that he is The May to the Es- 
They that go any other way, go a wrong 
iy; but they that go unto God by Chrilſt;.. 
ey do receive from him Power to draw near-- 
Cod; and through him they receive from 
 forgÞed all thoſe Bleſſings that their Souls ſtand; 
PeopW.nced of. K 3. 80 


W ht or. BS ARR. 
2 83 r 
9 ; 8 4 3 


358 Pure and Spiritual Mor ſbip. 05 


= 
. * 
= 

.2 

5 
F, 


þ 
F 
15 
43 
* 
{ 


and ſerve God: This and the other Ceremony 
this and the other Obſervation and Method d 


—— - 
— - * 


the Knowledge of Chriſt, by whom, andthro 


a Dooriand Way for him into the Preſentel 


take in our Worſhip, and in all Matters t 


ledge of Chriſt, than we can have from the 1 


So here would be an end of all Rellgions ir 
World is full of, of all the ſeveral Worſhin 
that Men have made: : They have invented and 
found out ſeveral ways for People to worſhi 


Preaching and Praying : If all this be withoy 
the Aſſiſtance and Divine Help of the Medi: 
tor, thro' whom alone we can juſtly- expes 
Acceptance at God's Hands, it is all good ft 
nothing. Therefore the firſt Leſſon of a Chr 
ſtian in point of Worſhip, is that he come u 


whom he may expect Favour with God. 

Now ſay ſome People, We are already cont 
20 the Knowledge of Chriſt, we have read ti 
Relation in the Goſpel of his Conception, Birt 
Life and Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 
Now where- this Belief doth give a Man th 5 
kind ot Chriſtian Knowledge, that doth op 


God: This is a Queſtion that ought ſerioulj 
to be conſidered, for if we err in this Queſtion 
we err in all; this is like ſtumbling at til 
Threſhold, and never comeinto the Houſe, | 
we miſtake in laying hold of Chriſt, we mil 


relate to Life and Salvation. 
For if we muſt have another ſort of Know 


Ports of others; if I muſt have Chriſt reveal 
in me before | can have the hope of Glory i 


og have the * of Chriſt in me, to hel 
80 
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ge to put up my Requeſts and Supplications 
\:fore he can preſent them to the Father, then 
h literal Knowledge and Faith cannot ſtand 
en in any ſtead, but this is evident by the 
eltimony of all the Writers of the New Te- 
ſtament. Chriſt and his Apoſtles did concur- 
ently ſignifie, that the Hope of a Chriſtian, 
hat the Power and Strength of a Chriſtian, 
it all lies in this, In that they had known the 
Revelation of Chriſt, and the powerful, Ope- 
ation of the Spirit working in them; this was. 
hat which was well pleaſing to God; many 
Scriptures might be ſpoken of, but you know 
the Scriptures, and can read them, and fee in 
them the concurrent, Teſtimony. of all Holy 
Men to this Day, that the Knowledge then WE 
of Chriit was a Divine Knowledge, a Spiritu- 
al Knowledge, it was a knowing him atter the 
Spirit, it was a Revelation of Chrift in them, 
hat ſeparated and diſtingniſhed. them from. 
Reprobates, even the Knowledge of God thro” 
eſus Chriſt their Lord: Why ſhould not we 
come to this Knowledge as well as taey-? The. 
Lord is the ſame, and his Power is the ſame, 
and his Arm is not ſhortned : We may ſee as: 
much need of Divine Aſſiſtance, and Divine 
Love, as ever Men did; we can perform no- 
Duty, either of Prayer or Preachia g, without 
Divine Aſſiſtance; not ſo much as a Sigh or: 
Proan, that may have Acceptance with God, 
Without the help of his Spirit, Rom. 8. 26. The 
Hirit helpeth our Infirmities, for we know not what: 
we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it 
K. 4. ſelf 
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ſelf maketh Interceſſion for us with Groanings whit 
cannot be uttered. if we go about the Buty of 
Prayer without Divine Aſſiſtance, we ſee what 
fad work we make of it; if we pray not in the 
Spirit and with the Underſtanding, how can 
we receive the thing we pray for? But if ye 
Pray in the Spirit, and with the Under ſtanding d. 
fo, then the Spirit helps our Infirmities; the Syi 
rit that came from God brings us the things we 
ſtand in need of. 1 55 
So that a Chriſtian hath a Foundation for hi 
Worſhip and Chriſtian Performance; what l 
that Foundation? Nothing that is corrupt, ifi 
be, it is good for nothing ; for nothing that is cor. 
rupted and that defies, can be acceptable and 
pleaſing to God; we are all polluted and de. 
filed by Nature; how can Carnal Men wor 
ſhip a Spiritual God? Carnal Men that are in 
Death and Darkneſs, cannot worſhip that God 
that is Light, and dwells in Light, that is in 
accefſible, that is of purer Eyes than to behul 
Tniquity. Carnal Men want a Foundation for 
their Worſhip, and will do 'till they come to 
that Foundation that God hath laid. 4 
Now. that I may ſpeak intelligibly what tit 
Lord hath laid upon my Heart, I would ſay thus 
There is an univerſal Benefit and Priviledg 
diftributed and given freely of God, unto the 
Sons and Daughters of Men, in their Natura 
State, through his Son, Jeſus Chriſt; in that 
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he hath cauſed his Light to ſhine, and his Grace u 

to be extended to every Man; for the Grace ii" 

God which bringeth Salvation (for it 10 2 k 
EE Works) 


Pure and Spiritual Worſhip. OT 
Works) hath appeared unto all Men, and bring-- 
eh Light, by which every Man may ſee bow 
to worſhip God; God hath enlightned-every; 
Man, and this Light comes by Chriſt the Me-- 
diator ; this Mediator is the way that Men muſt 
walk in, if they will come back again to God zu 
for Men are run out and departed from God - 
if Men will draw near to God, and take ſome 
Footſteps towards the Kingdom of God, from: 
the Kingdom of Sin and Satan, they muſt mind 
the way, the way mult be their Director, they 
nuſtnot go which way they liſt. 5 

This is that which was Propheſied of Chriſt, .. 
ſaith God by the Prophet //atah, I will give him. 
or a Leader, I would fain return to God, and 
go out of the Kingdom of Sin and Satan, to- 
he Kingdom of God: God: hath given Chriſt. 
o lead me, if 1 knew that way he will lead 
ne in, I would go that way. As ſoon as ar 
{an takes hold of Chriſt, his Grace, and. Spi- 
it, and Life, he will be ready to ay, IL ame 
orrupt, my Senſes are corrupt; my Minds 
lepraved, my Canſcience defiled andꝙꝓolluted 
ut] have found out ſomething that God- hach 
eſtowed upon mo, that is Eſlential,-Haly-ang:; 
ure, that did never conſent to my Corrup- 
Ion, but is a Witneſs for God againſt ite 

ere now a Chriſtian Jays hold on Chriſt, che. 

eader; which way will he lead me? Ifc hour 
ayeſt hold of: this-Guide, he will dead- thee. 
ut of Evil, he, will teach thee. to ceaſe to do» 
71, and ſpeak” Evil: This Light Will dead. 
nce to nothing that will diſnonour God, tot : 
. defilen- 
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defile thy own Soul: But this is not all, we 
muſt not only ceaſe to do Evil, but we muſt 
be doing ſomething; there muſt be à break. 
ing off from Pride, Fooliſh Jeſting, Evil Com- 


wm nication ; but this is not all that he will lead 


me to; let us learn that Leſlon, Ceaſe to do Evil. 
This Doctrine was preached before Chriſtiani. 
ty was preached, as it is now preached; the 
Prophets of old preached this Doctrine tofhe 
Jews that were under an outward Aminiſtrati. 
ON, Ceaſe to do Evil, and learn te do well, then 
1 will plead with you, and diſcourſe with you, 
faith the Lord: Come now, let us reaſon topether, 
ſaith the Lord, though your Sins be as Scarlet, thy 
thall be as white as Snow; rhengh they be Red lik 
Crimfen, they ſhall be as Wooll. | | 
This is the firſt Leſſon that a true Chriſtian 
Jearns in his turning to God, in his Change 
and Tranſlation, to ceaſe from that which is Evi, 
Here is a Ceſſation of Rebellion, and here; 
fome hopes of being reconciled to God; a Mai 
hath been a Rebel againſt his Maker, but he hat 
now received help to reſiſt thoſe Temptation 
that prevail over him: But there is no worſhip 
ing yet, there is a forward mind in Men to de 
fomething that is plealing to God; but there 
are ſome that are not troubled at all for tha 
Evil Ways, and dread not God's Anger, but 
make a mock at Sin, that draws others to it, 
and make themſelves merry in it: But therels 


a ſort ſo far touched with a Divine Senſe of 


God's Love to them, that they have allo 1 


Senſe of his Anger and Indignation, bent 
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ſeaſe of the Diſpleaſure and Indignation of the 
Almighty, he muſt not haſte too ſoon out of 


lani N that Condition he is brought into; for this is 
the WF God's Purpoſe, and this Is the Fruit of all his 
2 Troubles and Afflictions, to take away Sin: 
ati. 


God had no other end or deſign in the Afflicti- 
on that came upon him, than to take away Sin; 


Jo, when God hath brought a People into a diſtreſ- 
then ſed and dejected State for their Sin, the Fruit 
10 that God expects, is the raking away of their Sin, 
. 


and he will hide Pride from them, and humble 
them before him; if this be the Purpoſe of 
God that he intends to Purge and Purifie his 
Feople ; then ſaith the poor Creature, if God 
deſign to Purifie me from Sin, then I will Pray 


feu to God to ſupport me, and bear me up under 
Man tis Indignation: That is the Cry of the Soul 
" that he may not be brought too ſoon from un- 


der the Judgment of God, but he may be ſup- 
ported and hid in the Hollow of God's Hand, 
uati the time of Remiſlion and Refreſhiag 
comes, that he may behold the Light of God's: 
Countenance. 6. 15008 
but Here is Encouragement for every one that Is: 
acquainted with this Divine Principle of Grace, 
wh that will be led by it, and follow it fo far, as. 
COM t be led out of Evil; then they will be ſieted 
ot to do ſomething in the Work of God; every 
of Tb 1 
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in thy way, and to pardon thy Iniquity, and 
blot out thy Tranſgreſſion, and give thee all 


a pure Heart: Now when a Man is brought by 


come a Child of God, and to be a Servant of 
God, and to do ſomething for God in his ge- 


What a poor Man or Woman muſt do, that is 


| ” - * _ 
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Sign and Groan that thou haſt, the Aſſiſtance 
of the Spirit of God to help thee in, is: pan 
of Worſhip: all thy Brokenneſs of Heart i; 
part of Worſhip ; hereby thou acknowledgeſ 
the great God, that he is able to help thee on 


thoſe Heavenly Bleſſings that thy Soul doth 
ſtand in need of: Then, thy Soul will boy v 
down to God in acts of holy Worſhip, and t 
ſay, with an humble. Confidence and Expectz. t 
tion, God will do all thoſe things in me, and M's 
for me, that will promote my Salvation. I: Mi 
is nothing, in Religion for. People to go from 
PrayingandPreaching to Sinning; but God muſt 
have a holy Sacrifice, and that muſt come out of 


the help, of God; and by the Divine Afliſt- 
ance of the Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt, to break 
aff: from his Sin, then he ſtands fair to be- 


nergtzion, and to offer to God Praiſe and: 
Thankſgiving, and to perform. all other. Da- 
ties that God ſhall lead him into. | 

But ſome will ſay, What, muſt we da any; 
thing? 1 have deeply.weighed that Queſtion, 


come out of Bondage? There is a Propenſity: 
in People to be doing, they would fain do ſame- 
thing, they would be doing; they ſay, What. 
ſhall 1 do? If Ido ſomething that pleaſes not; 
God;,1 had better let it alone; and I can do- 


— — 2 
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Ince nothing acceptable to God without Divine Aſ- 
part ſtance: Such an one that ſees his own Impo- 
ü tency and Inability, will caſt his care upon 
gelt Wl God, and will ſay, The Lord is able to lead 
> on WM mc and guide me :.1 am ready to do thy Will, O 
and Ml Cod: Make itclear to me that this is thy Will, 
e al and that this is that which thou requireſt, 1 
oth am ready to do it, tho? it be croſs to mine own 
ow WH Will: He is ready to go on in God's way, in 
and MM the way of Chriſtianity ;. ſuch an one that hath 
da. the true Knowledge of Chriſt, if he ſpeaks, the 
and spirit of Chriſt ſpeaks in him; if he prays, it 
1: Mis chrough the Aſliſtance of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
on MW through whom God alone is appeaſed and re- 
wſ. WM conciled, and through whom they may receive 
tof a Bleſſing from God's Hands: But for Men to. 
by. Wrun on in their own Wills, and to do a thing 
lit - becauſe they will do it, they had better fit 
eak ſtill; this doing in their own Wills, hath filled 
be- the World with a ſort of Chriſtians that want 


Acceptance with God, which is to be had a- 
lone through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and the 
want of the Guidance of God's Holy Spirit, is. 
the Miſery and Downfal of Chriſtianity in 
our Days.. 


+ 
* 


nh, Theretore. it is our Work and Buſineſs to 
bu, build upon that Foundation which God hath 
is laid; no Worſhip is pleaſing to God, but that 
ity. which ariſeth from that Spring that is Pure 
1e- and Holy; If I cannot find that which will 


keep: me. from all Pollution and Defilement, if 
L cannot find that, I muſt ſtay till. I can; for 
50. begin ra. Worſhip and a: Religion without. 

a $:. 1.4234. "x : Lan that 
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that which I know is acceptable to God, it i 

but loſt labour, and time ſpent in vain. 
Therefore, Friends, let every one that de. 
fires to be Religious, turn their Mind inward, 
wait for the Gift of God, which is eſſentially 
Pure, that never did conſent to Evil, that ne- 
ver mixed with the Corruption of Nature, but 
bears witneſs to the Light, that will guide 
you, and lead you, and conduct you firſt ont 
of Sin; then it will lead yon into that Wor. 
ſhip and Religion, and the performance of thoſ MW" 
things that are pleaſing to God. They that 
are come thus to worſhip, they do not only W- 
a 
ſ 


know what the Lord requires of them, and 
when he requires it of them, but they are gi- 
ven vp into the Hands of God; they Pray, 
Preach, Exhort, and Live according to the 
Will of God. | {IE OO 
It is hard for People in a Carnal State to be 
lieve this; but you that are Believers, that are Ml © 
come to know the Gift of God in your ſelves, il \ 
and the neceſſity of being ruled by him; you Ml * 
will believe us, for none elſe will believe us; fl { 
Tet us Preach to as many People and Nations 
as we will, none will receive us as true Mini. 
fters, but thoſe that have the Truth in their 
own Hearts; if there be any that deſpiſeth the 
Grace of God in his own Heart, he hates that 
which chides and reproves him; if there be 
uch a Man, he will Hate me becauſe I am a 
Sg - © Miniſter and a Witneſs of the Grace of God, 
and of that Truth in the inward parts, which 
4 is the Ground and Foundation that Man ox 


5% 
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f Acceptance with God, A Wicked Carnal 
retch will ſay, I hate ſuch an one, I hate 


t de. 

— he Light, that which checks me, and witneſ- 
ally Mech againſt me; thou art ſuch an one as bear- 
tat, Nett wicneſs againſt me, therefore I hate thee: 
but Wit is very true, it cannot be otherwiſe, Now 
ide our deſire and labour is, that Men may come to 
on the love of the Truth in themſelves. 

vor. You know there are a great many other Mi- 
ho Miniſters, whoſe Labour is to perſwade People 
this Mito believe what they ſay; to lay down a Do- 
only Wetrine, and prove it by Scripture and Reaſon, 


and ſet it home upon their Minds by ſuch Te- 
ſtimony as the Scripture affords, and hereupon 
they prevail upon the Minds and Judgmeats 
of People, to believe what they lay down. 

It is eaſie to lay down a Poſition, and prove 
it, and convince People that it muſt be accor- 
ding to Scripture ; but when a Perſon is con- 
en vinced of a Principle of Truth, he is not Re- 
ron generate thereby, and come to God; rhere- 
fere, though he cannot deny the Doctrine of 
ons Truth in Words, yet he can deny it ia Works, 
ni. and doth not rightly come to love it. If Peo- 
eir ple would believe what we ſay, and obſerve 
he WI what Argument we bring for proving a Poſi- 
ar tion, they may be conviaced of the Doctrine 
de of Truth, and come to a Profeſſion of it, and 
Vet be Strangers to it, till they come to love 
d, it in themfelves if it were not for this, we 


would leave Preaching, if God had not given 


ha meaſure and manifeſtation of the Spirit to e- 
b very Man to profit wichel; You have it in 
1 3 | your 


- 
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your ſelves, we are but as Monitors to yay, 
to put you in mind of it; you have ſo much 
Buſineſs in the World, that you have not had 
leiſure to take notice of it. 
A Man may have a Rich Jewel, and be poor 
. till he come know the Value 
of it. 2s 
A Man hath a Rich and Precious Jewel; 2 
Pearl beſtowed upon him that would make him 1 
Rich in Faith and Love to God, and qualife 
him for the Kingdom of God, and make him an 
Heir of it, but he knows not, nor underſtands IM F 
the Value of it, and eſteems it not; therefore 
God hath raiſed up Miniſters to put you in 
mind of it, that you may be happy for ever, 17 
and live in Bleſſedneſs to all Eternity; Whe- 
ever bath an Ear to hear, let him hear; and when WW? 
they hear what we ſay, let them take the Be- - 
ſ 


nefic of it to their own Souls. We bring not 
Truth to you, but God hath beſtowed it upon 
you; you will be Rich indeed, if you do as a MW! 
Man that bought a Field where the Precious 
Pearl was, and digged' till he found it. Come WM 
to the Foundation upon which you -ſhould We 
build all your Hopes of Happineſs, and depend 
not upon your own Works, or Religious Per- 
formances, for Acceptance with God; for 
there is no Acceptance with God, but only 
through. Chriſt; we are only accepted of God 
through him: Thoſe that will become Chri- 
ſtians indeed, and worſhip God as he: hath 
ordained and appointed himſelf to be worſhip- 
pPedʒ they muſt come: to the Principle of Light 
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pure and Spiritaul Worſbip. 
and Grace in their own Hearts, which they 
have in, and through Chrift, and they will 
gad Acceptance with God. 
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£ Sermon x 8 
The Divine Life of Chriſt Jeſus. 


Preached in Grace- Church· Street, March 16. 


HE Bleſſed Life of Chriſt is not of this 
World, and it ought to be your care in 
all your Religious Aſſemblies, that you be ga- 
thered into the inward Feeling- ſenſe of this 
Divine Life; that you may feel your Fellow- 
ſhip and Communion in that Life of Chriſt that 
is not of this World. And may all of you lay. 
hold upon it, for this is the Nouriſhment and 
the Heavenly Bread, with which the Children 
of the Kingdom are fed and nouriſhed from day to 
day; there are many that feed upon. Words,. 
that are ngt the Children of the Kingdom of 
God; but the Begotten of Godare come to 
know the Vertue of the Divine Life, Chriſt Je= 
ſus, their Feeding and their Nouriſhment is by 
every Word that proceedeth out of the Mouth 
of God, and they grow up to Life Eternal by 


o”—_—_—— 


that Divine and Heavenly Gift, that God the 


Father hath beſtowed upon them, through his 
SON: 
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Son Jeſus Chriſt; and they enjoy the Commy. 
nion of Saints, through this. Divine Head of 
the Church, that communicates of his Life and 
Vertue through every Member, by which they 
are Sanctified, and every day more and more 
prepared for that Living and Eternal Inheri. WM ( 
tance, prepared for the Children of God. eſt 
And where there are a People that are thus 60 
gathered into the Life of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I is 
they are able to draw nigh to God, they feel an 
the Power of Entrance, becauſe their Sin is re- R. 
moved that did formerly lie at the Door, and 
the way is opened and conſecrated for them to 
draw nigh and partake of the Table of the Lord; 
by which they gcow ſtronger and ſtronger in 
his Might and Power, and are thereby enabled 
to perform the whole Will of God, and that 
Divine Workkip and Religious Service, which 
God requireth at their hands in their day. 
For it is very certain, and we have found it 
by Experience, that the Words of our Lord to 
his Diſciples of old, Miihout me ( ſaith he) ye 
can do nothing. For though People may meet 
together, and may pretend and ſet up a Form 
of Worſhip, and of Religion in their own wills, 
yet it all amounts to nothing, with reſpect to 
Acceptance with the Lord; there is no Return 
in their Souls, no Addition of Life, nor Encreaſe 
and Growth of Fife; they are not nearer the 
Kingdom than when they firſt believed, but 
many times further off; by leaning upon a 
Formality, and not really entering into the 
Work of God, nor travelling out of Death ” 
| Vit, 
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my. life, for there muſt be a Path, and a Travelling 
| of Min it; the Soul mult have an exerciſe through 
and the Power and Life of Jeſus, for the overcom- 
hey Ming of Death, that did ſeparate form God, and 
ore a preparing for Life, that Life that unites us 


to God again; and when People are in earn- 
eſt ia this Travel, they are reſigned up to the 
Government, Direction and Leading of him that 
is gone before, that hath made a way for us, 
and will further our Progreſs towards the 
re- ¶ kingdom of God. 
Ind And therefore, my Friends, you know the 
to way, and know how the Power hath reached 
rd; to you, and hath opened your Underſtandings 
in that you may be faithful to that Power in your 
ed own Souls, and may have the uſe and true im- 
at W provement of this, and all other ſuch Meetings 
ch as this; for the gathering of your minds out of 
a viſible and changeable Objects, unto that 
it W Life which God hath revealed, that ſo in the 
to Fl exerciſe of it, you may hold your Fellowſhip 
with God, and with one another; here is the 
Bond of Perfection, here is that in which God 
hath created Peace and Reſt, and Joy for his 
People; ſo far as every one is Partaker of this 
Innocent Life, and feels himſelf changed into 
it, they are gathered into the Church, and 
they are gathered into Fellowſhip with the 
Head of it, and are comforted in their Mem- 
berſhip, in their partaking together. 
Though I be but a little one, yet I partake 
| ofthe ſame Vertue which the Lord adminiſter- 
eth to the greateſt Saints, while I am a walt- 
ing. 
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The Divine Life of Chriſt Jeſas.. © 12 
ing upon him, and of the ſame Divine Con. 
ſolation, and Operation, and Power that wean. 
eth more and more from the World, and that 
which is corrupitble, and raiſeth up in me dai. 
ly more and more fervent deſires after that 
Bread that periſheth not. | | 

Now herein Men and Women have an Eri. 
dence of that Chriſtianity in themſeves, the Si- 
rit of God bearing Record and Witneſs with theiy 
Spirits, which all the looſe Profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity in the World are Strangers to, their 
Evidence in themſelves, being againſt them; 
they ſeek to have Evidence without them, and 
to gather up ſome kind of Marks and Tokens, 
and Sayings, and Sentences, from without 
them, to make them believe that they are in 
Covenant with God, and. that they are in a 
ſtate of Salvation by Chriſt ; but he that truly 
believeth, hath an Evidence of his Chriſtianity, 
and of his Reconciliation with God; and he 
hath this Evidence in himſelf, a Divine Spiri- 
tual Feſtimony that anſwereth to his own Spi- 
it, that witneſſeth to him, that he is one of the 
Children of God. 

And my Friends, to this-you are called, whe- 
ther you are come to it or no; it is this you 
are called to with a Heavenly Call, that. you 
might no longer live in the Rudiments of the 
World, to be ſeeking and and looking here 


and there, for a ground of Peace and of Reſt, 


a ground of Hope, but may know and. feel the 
ſame thing, the ſame gound of Eternal Hope 
that the Saints of old had; what is that? 9 2 
Sh Reaſon 
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geiſon did they give and render of their Hopes 
of Eternal Glory? The Apoſtle tells you plain- 
kar I dne Ground or Reaſon of their Hope of be- 
ai- Ning glorified in the World to come; was Chr; 
at i them the Hope of Glory? They witneſſed that 
Chriſt gave his Life for the World. Take the 
ri- N glorious Teſtimony that the Apoſtle did bear 
pi- Wl in one of his Epiſtles ; ſaith he, The Life was 
i manifeſted in me; it was not covered up or hid- 
i- den, that People could not find it; God was 
ir ¶ plcaſed to bring it to Light by the Goſpel, when 
1; MW a thing is brought to Light, you may ſee it. 
1d This he affirmed in his day, and the ſame is 
s, Wl affirmed in our day. The Life is manifeſted ; 
un what Life? Not the Life of this World, but 
in Ja Life not defiled, not polluted, but the Life 
4 that is of God, a Heavenly Life that is Holy 
and Pure; that Life is manifeſted ; we have 
7, W feen it, and we exhort all to lay hold of it, to 
e lay bold of Eternal Life: Some had a ſight of 
it, chat had not laid hold of it; they ſaw it in 
-a Vion, and they might ſay poſſibly, Oh that 
e I could live ſuch a Life, that there were no 
Sin in me, in my Words, or Thoughts, or 
- WM Actions, what a gracious Life would that be! 
1 WF They had ſeen that Life, they had taſted of 
it, but they did not lay hold of it, but let it 
do by them: Take heed of that, when you 
: have ſeen it with open Eyes. Bleſſed are your 
f Eyes, for they have ſeen, and your Ears, for they 
x have heard, ſaith Chriſt to his Diſciples. They 
jaw that Life that was Holy, Harmleſs and 
Undefiled; lay hold on this Life, * 
when 


- 
K 8 MEX + 3 2 2 5 U 
* nde 


8 N 7 - — * 1 " 
- » F 2 . —— 2 
23 © YN _— * "Pha r 8 e — S _—- < x x : * * 

. 2 * — os as N f . 8 4 : : a 

. a —B m n —— 3 T | - PRE. A...” 15 
db * © q — — — 19 1 ” "ot "= . » * N A — * 4 — 2 5 1 5 * 
0 - — —— m 4 — Y K P — T 2 — $2 N n — . *  - n _—_ 4 
ot 045 apply” oe D * — ' . q * A " 
” 


np cn 


"I 2895 
5 "- * * x * . 4 4 o * — 
5 0 „ C . - wr 0 * — . 
— PS. — — o_ 
a4 


EIT. . —— 
— r 
— —— — 2 
— . FI” 


— _ N 1 : 
i my . — ”. 3 _— 4 — oo = =» ey . 28 
n I er — 3 = H aa 1 OD na es 
- * ey ** * * — * _— _ > FS 3 «4 446 FA we - _ 9. --+ 4 * % * * —— — — rg Saree 2 * 
an — " = BR 1 8 A 222 1 I IHE 7. - oy 4 4. . : 2 4 - l 3 
— PRO * un — 3 . 
1 — * — - — ot = — — — * 4 * a 
by I — —— — 0 2 X - dad — by 
a —— _ a ry — ” — 5 w - + 22 7 5 = 2 


ES IN OA 
< — ts dn © nt ie Ge -- T 
— 5 "x hy 0 . 4 - 
4 — 


> — Wa SE 9 — 
— © * yy 
ww. Ac We all 75 * 7 
WS > oe. 5 : 
SIR. 


— — — 
> — * 


— 4h 
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when you are thus aſſembled together, in a fh. 
lema manner in the Preſence of the Lord MW! 
waiting to behold it, and to ſee it more au 
more diſcovered to you, and labour to hay"? 
that gathering Power that will bring you toir 
that you may know the Strength that come 
by it to the Soul. 5 8 
There is none of you, but you will meet 
with Temptations in this World, that wil 
draw you into Death and Darkneſs, to thingy 
That are Carnal, and Senſual, and Deviliſh ſome. 


times. How ſhall I ſtand if I be not centered" 
in that Life that was before the World began, MW” 
and before the Devil was? If I labour to Hd 
the Influence of that Divine Power, that isa Wi 
ble to keep me; my Faith tells me ſo: I knoy : 
that Power is able to keep me, if I keep in Ml © 
the exerciſe of it. The Truſt of a true Be. 
liever is, that whatſoever Temptations and Ml © 
Trials they are exerciſed with, they know one C 
already come, in whom they have truſted, who i ( 
both able and willing to deliver them. So by thi; 
means he is kept Harmleſs, and Innocent, and © 
Blameleſs in his Life and Converſation. Thus Ml! 
you might be kept, if you would regard, and { 
have reſpect to the Life that is manifeſted ii 
you. 3 1 

Whoſoever mes to know, and feel, and 


witneſs in their Souls the Diſcovery and Reve 
lation of the Life of Jeſus, they know there] 
in it a certain Dominion over that which 15 


_ contrary to it; and you have many of you had 


Experience of the Exerciſe of the Poper of 
God 
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« Wood in your own Hearts, that hath enabled you 


Mo reign over thoſe thiügs, that have former- 
L | 

y ruled over you: That you can now ſubdue 
id, \ 
nel vain Thoughts, and evil Deſires, that you can 
i ithſtand Temptations that come from with- 
2 out, and from within. Now if you could do 


this, and if ever you have done it, you did it 
by that Power that God diſcovered and reveal- 
ed in you from Jeſus Chriſt : You had not ſuch 
hold of this once, before you believed, but by 
ne. believing, the Word of God ſent it unto you; 
red Ml it being fixed by Faith in the Heart, That Faith 
an WY vbich #5 of the Operaticn of God : You could then 
ee do that which you could not do before, and 
za. forbear that which you was led away by. Theſe 
on MW Experiences which God hath given you, ſhould 
encourage you to hold on in your Labour and 
Be. Travel, and engage you To grow in the Grace of 
ind 6%, and in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 
one Crit. Whatſoever is propounded by Men in 
the Profeſſion of Religion, this ought to be our 
his Wl deſign and end, in the diſcovery that is made 
1nd to us of the Life of Chriſt; that we may grow 
bus in it, and live in it; (indeed there is great 
and talking of it) but we ſhould labour to ſhew 
in forth the Reſurrection of that Life in us. 
They that come to be baptized for the Dead, 
nd WM 2ptized into the Death ofChMſt: The Apoſtle 
ye. tells you, In that be died, he died unto Sin. There 
ez ere none baptized for the Dead, made Parta- 
z kers of the Death of Chriſt, but thoſe that di- 
ad ed unto Sin, as he died. Though Chriſt had 
of no Sin, yet he died unto Sin; What uſe did he 
0d be — 
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76 The Divine Life Chriſt: Je, 
make of this, that Chriſt knew no Sin, but yet a 


Thoſe that partake of this Death unto Sin 
are crucified unto this World, and have taken 
up Chriſt's Croſs, and are dead to all the Plex. 


withered away and coine to nothing. What 
neſs, Chaſtity, Temperance ; theſe are pleaſant 
to them, theſe come to live to Rightcouſnek, 


_ «thro? the Power of him that loved them. This 
 ſhews the Glory and the Power of the Grad 


that delight in Sin and Wickedneſs, in that 


tage of God; and fo every Man and Womal 


take our Sin upon him? He died unto Sin, tha 
they which did partake of his Death, might be pe. 
takers of his Reſurreftion : He Liveth again 
and after Death Riſeth again. as 


ſures and Delights of the World, which ar 


do they live to now? To Righteouſneſs, Hol 


of God: It is the Grace of God that worketi 
ſuch a change in a Man or Woman. Thy 


which is corrupt and ungodly, they have no de 
light in this, no delight in Sobriety, Chaſtity, 
Holineſs and Purity of Mind: Where did i 
work ſuch a Change? In all that are freely 
given up to it: Where any one is given up ti 
that Life, the Grace of God hath the Praiſe d 
it: This is the Exaltation and Praiſe of tht 
Power of God; ſo that others may find by this 
that they may by it come To believe, and bf 
believing, to be ſaved, © han 
Thus the Goſpel hath gone forth, from ont 
to many, and from many to many more, and i 
encreaſing more and more; for Grace, Merc} 
and Peace are multiplied, by which the Het 


chat 
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that partake of this Life, are gathered inte 
their Fellowſhip. _ © 
50 that your end in coming to theſe Meets 
ings, is not ſo much to hear what this, and that, 
and the other Friend ſaith ; but what you have 
in your ſelves to witneſs to: The divine Ope- 
rations of the Power of God in your Souls, 
bringing down ſomething that is to be brought 
down, and raiſing up ſomething that is to be 
raiſed. Temptation to Sin hath more preva- 
Jency upon me, than it hath upon this, and 
that, and the other Man. I am not come to 
keir degree, yet It is better with me than it 
ras at my firſt Convinceinent: If thou doſt 
ay this to deceive others, cry to God, and 
ray earneſtly that all that may be brought 
own which is contrary to his Grace. If thou 
ay and profeſs this, if at the ſame time there 
a deceitful Heart to ſtrengthen that, whick 
s known, by the Light of Chriſt, to be againſt 


dhe Truth of God: How will this appear at 
eelyWhe great Day of God? The Eye of God is 
b pon thy Hypocriſy, He that never ſlumbers nor 
fed, he beholds thee; if there be any Sin that 

the bon wouldſt keep and ſavè alive. If thou make 
ch Profeſſion, and notwithſtanding ſayſt, This 
Min 1 will keep, The Lord pardon me in this 


mp: Like Naaman, the Servant of the King 


ole Aria, who ſaid to the Prophet, Thy Servant 
10 5 erceforth will neither offer burnt Offering, nor Sa- 
erC) ce to other Gods, but unto the Lord. In this 


be Lord pardon thy Servant, that when my Ma- 
er goes into the Houſe of Rimmon to worſhip _ 


1 


* — 4 a 
* 1 2 — — 
— 


the Houſe of Rimmon : When I bow my 


would take notice of the alteration of his G 
ſture, therefore he would bow in the Houſed 


be rid of it; if it be ſo, you know whoſe hand 


| finiſh for you. He will finiſh it for you, ſtant 
out with him in nothing; if you give up you 


ſig nt. - | 
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and be leaneth on my hand, and I bow my fat ; 
4 in th 


Houſe of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy Servant; 
this thing. He knew it he bowed not, the King 


Rimmon : That Sin he would ſave alive under: 
Profeſſion : That Hypocriſy the Lord did abe 
minate. | i 
Be upright in the ſight of God, and he faith 
fnl to your own Souls, if it be fo, then ever 
Sin will be a burthen, and you will long u 


G yes ern. . , and. cm ons 


it is that hath brought you ſo far; if you hy 
real and cordial, and give up your ſelves to] 
Ins, that Work which he hath begun in you, he ni 


ſelves to him, and join not with his Enemies; 
take heed of hearkning to them, take heed dl 
every Sin that will at laſt be a burthen and qq 
preſſive to your Souls. . : 
But if you live this heavenly Life of Jeſu 
you will be ſet at liberty, to have Domini 
over Sin, and to ſtand without Guilt betor 
the Throne of God. Friends, let your Hen 
be deeply affected with the great Mercies thi 
God hath beſtowed upon you, and for gig 


you that divine Life that is acceptable in l 


Many things have been done upon the 
count of Religion, and we could never he i 
tified whether they were acceptable to Gul 


We 
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we could not be ſatisfied whether we did any 
thing pleaſing to God; we may ſay of them as 
the Apoſtle Paul did of the Jewiſh Sacrifices, 


7 
u th 
nt i 


Nin bere remains 4 Conſcience of Sin, an accuſing Con- 
Oe cience, that tells us, that Guilt is not removed, 
ec nor the Sin taken away, till the Lord opens 
ler ¶ this divine Myſtery to us, That our Juſtification 
abo must be by Faith in jeſus; that nothing could 


reconcile us to God but the Life of Jeſus, and 


aithWMthe Merit of his Death. 

ven This Life of Jeſus was a holy, blameleſs, 
2 tofWharmleſs, and innocent Life, which Life he gave 
banden the World, which Life is the Light of Man; 
u and our Souls being turned to this Life, we ſee 
0 e the Glory and the Excellency of it, and deſires 
are kindled in our Hearts after it. Many have 
ſtan por ſued and laboured, and travelled, that they 
you might come to the enjoyment of it: The very. 
miez diſcovery of this Life ought to be highly priz'd, 
ed nd your Souls affected with it; and when you 
d off@®ave obtained it, you will ſay, O what a bleſ⸗ 


ſed Condition am I come into! that Chriſt hath: 
manifeſted his divine Power in me, not only in 
deconciling me to God, but taking away the Con- 
cience of Sin; by that alone the Accuſer is caſt 
but, and J may now ſing to God, Songs of De- 
'verance. Now you taſte of the Mercies that 
od hath beſtowed upon you, this will affect 
your Souls with a Child-like ſubmiſſion and 
ſubjection to him, that hath begun to fave and 
eliver you, that ſo you may reſign up your 
elves to his Will, and forſake the World, and 
he things of it. 

L 2 Now 
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Hearts; but for want of keeping their ſubjeRion 


diator, when you grieve his Spirit, and quench 


very deſirous to hear the Servants of God (+ 


make powerful Impreſſions upon you, and fat 


8B The Divine Life of Chriſt Jeſus. 

Now when they come to ſuch a Meeting 3 
this, their Minds may be retired, and they may 
be ſenſible of the Power of Truth upon thei 


to the divine Power that hath opened their 
Underſtandings, when they come into the 
World again, they are enſnared and entanled, 
and many times, for want of watchfulnek, 
through a looſneſs of Mind, and unrulineſs 
of Tongue, they run into Anger and Paſſion, 
and this grieves the holy Spirit of God. And 
how ſhould you come to God through the Me. 


the motions of it ? 

Theſe things have been hurtful to many, that 
for their time might have been Pillars in th 
Houſe of God. Take heed of this, and let the 
goodneſs of God dwell upon your Minds, that 
you may feel and experience the inward adj 
aiſtrations of it; there are many that are mud 
affected with the outward Miniſtry, and art 


clare the things that God hath wrought i 
them, and in them, and the wonderful thing 
that God hath opened to them; yet when yd 
have heard all that Man can ſay about it, it tit 
divine Miniſtry of the Word of God dath nd 


tif and renew your Souls, the outward Ms 
niſtry of the Word will do you no good. 
Now that yon may be eſtabliſhed in tit 
Truth that you have been taught, this Tells 
-mony ariſeth in me, to deſire every one to hel 
WE al 


The Divine Life of Chriſt us. I 


a attend to the Manifeſtation of this Life of 
10 eſis in your ſelves. W hatſoever God hath be- 


owed upon Me or another, you may periſh: 
For all that, and I am not the better for what. 
od hath beſtowed upon you, but may periſh 


atwichſtanding ; but that God hath manifeſt- 
BE: Erernal Life to my Soul, let that be every 
el ies Center: This will make you holy and 
7 hlameleſs, and preſerve you in every State, 
15 ad in the hour of Temptation, and in the- 


nidſt of Snares; this will be a Bulwark to 
you; this will be as the Walls of Sion, which 
« the Salvation of the Lord. That ſa you 
ay be preſerved ſenſible of the goodneſs of 
ke-Lord.: That Grace, Mercy, and Peace map 
e multiplied in your Boſoms; this will make. 
ou dear and affectionate one to another. 
Though there may be an external Fellow-- 
ip. among thoſe that preach and profeſs the: 
ame Doctrine, yet when they come off from 
hat, whea once Men depart from the Power: 
Truth, they grow ſtubborn and rebellious 3 


* ut when Men come to be gathered into the in- 
1 ol ard Fellowſhip that ſtands not in Terms and. 
iu ords, but ia the Revelation of Chriſt, and in 
bude Participation of his Vertue and Goodneſs. 
Inde more you are united in this, the more you; 


e knit one to another, and become one, and, 

ſeful and helpful one to another. 
The Lord vouchſafe to every one of you a: 
ſte of his goodneſs, and you will prefer it a-- 


bee all that the Devil has, and his Iuſtru- 
au ents can preſent; but if you retire more in- 
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gerd them. If you would be faithful Witne 
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82 The Ringdom of God within. 
to this heavenly and divine Life of Jeſus, you Mic 
will feel and enjoy more Peace and Satisfaction. Mi. 
and true Conſolation in your Souls, than 1, or WM: 


any Man in the World, can tell you of, t 
| C 

8 eee — 1 — 
N 3 | 
q Sermon VI. 
The Kingdom of God within, iſ: 
Preached at Grace-Church-Street, July 26. 1691. No 
OU have read and heard much concern- n 

ing the Day of the Lord, as a great and Wii 


notable Day; many of you are now living Wit- 
neſſes that the great and notable Day of the 
Lord is coming, in whichſthe Accompliſhment 
of great and notable Things, the mighty Works 
of God, which have been propheſied of, may be 
lawfully expected. It is the work of erer 
Chriſtian to wait upon the Lord in the Light 
of this Day, and to be acquainted with the 
Works of the Lord, both inwardly and out: 
wardly; for the Day of the Lord is a Day d 
Power, and that Power of God worketh wor 
derful things; and if we were not kept in tie 
Light of that Day, the Lord may work great 
things, and we not know it; we ſhall be lookel 
upon as careleſs and negligent Witneſſes of tht 
Works of the Lord, as thoſe that do not re 
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The Kingdom of God mithin. 83 
ſes, you mult have regard to the Works of the 
Lord, and the Operations of his Hands. One 
that is minded'to be a faithful Witneſs, he will 
take notice of what is ſaid and done; you are 
called to be Witneſſes of the Works of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of his doings; you muſt 
ſtand where you may hear, and tee, and un- 
derſtaud what the Lord is about to do at thig 
time. 
ln your Teſtimony and Witneſs bearing, the 
greateſt thing we have to exped in this Day of 
the Lord, is, that God will ſet up the Kingdom 
of his Son Chriſt Jeſus; and unto this all the 
Prophets did bear witneſs in their Time, and 
now it is our turn to bear witneſs of it by ſen- 
ſible and living Experiences of the Accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe things that they propheſied of, 
that the Lord will ſet up the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and bring down and lay waſte the 
Kingdom of Antichriſt. This our Saviour 
taught his Diſciples to pray for ſixteen hun- 
dred Years ago, that the Kingdom of God 
might come; and all the true Diſcipieg-of 

hriſt ever fince have prayed for the coming 
of this Kingdom, and many of them have ſeen. 
he coming of it, and rejoyced; and others 
have died in the Faith of it, and have been ga- 
thered into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
But, my Friends, that which chiefly concerns 
vs at this Day, is to behold the Kingdom f 
Chriſt, the Eternal Son of God, within us, to 
go forward and proſper; and the Kingdom of 
Antichriſt ſuppreſſed and deſtroyed, and ut- 
N L 4 terly 


84 The Ringdom of God within 
terly laid waſte; and/ this is wrought tw 
ways, 1. Inwardly. 2. Outwardly. 
Firſt, Inwardly, There is a greater Inclinz 
tion in the minds of People, to look more at 
he Operation of God's Power in. this great 
work outwardly, than to look at It inwardly 
hut uato that there muſt be a daily Croſs tales 
up, and it is my buſineſs at this time to tel 
vou in the Name of the Lord, that your Duty 
and mine is to turn our Minds to the working 
of the Power of God in our ſelves, and to ſeg 
chat other Kingdom of the Man of. Sin weak- 
ned and brought down within us; then there 
is no fear but he will carry on his work out- 
wardly, and we ſhall ſee as much of that work 
as belongs to our Generation; but the great 
Matter and chief Concernment of you and ne, 
is to ſee the Kingdom of God ſet up within uz, 
which ſtands in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; 
our buſineſs is to walk till we ſee the Righte- 
euſneſs of this Kingdom ſet up within us in 
nada carts and Souls, and to have a real change 
made. „ "ok 
We all know, and we muſt confeſs, that we 
have been ſubject to the Man of Sin, whatſoever 
We are now. We have ſeen the Reign and G0- 
ernment, the Rage and Tyranny of the Wick. 
ed one that hath led us into Rebellion and Di; 
obedience to the Lord our Maker; how do ne 
Aike that Government to be ruled by the De 
Vil, and to be led Captive, and to be made to, 
do his Will, and to rebel againſt God that 
gave us, our Life, and our Breath, and our Be 
5 ; ; 2 108 ! 
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The Ringaom of God within. 85 
ing? How do we like that Government of Sa- 
tmn? | hope we do none of us like it. It was 
ſo wich me, and they that are under the. Ty- 
annical Government of Satan, have many. 

ries and Wiſhes in their Souls that they were 
reed and delivered from it, and brought un- 
er the Government and Obedience of Chrift- 
leſus; and they were able to-ſerve God as 
hey ought to do, that they might be tranſla-- 
ed from the Kingdom. of Sin and Satan, in- 
to the Kingdom of the bleſſed and dearly be- 
oved Son of God. . 
This hath heen the Cry of ſome ever ſince 
hey have known the World; and I am per- 
waded it is the Cry of many at this day: I have 
good News to bring you; not that the Day of 
our Redemption draws nigh, but that it is 
ome; the Day of Redemption is now come, 
ind there are a great many bleſſiag and glori- 
ying the Name of God that they are Redeem - 
d, and delivered from the Bond age of Cor- 
wption, and have more Joy and Delight in 
he Service of God, that made them, than e 
8 5 20 had in the Service of the God of this 
orld;-; + | 
But may not-ſome-fay,. How-ſhall this greas* 
York be wrought ;, for itis.a great Work, and. 
re verily think that nothing but an Almighty:; 
'ower can effect it ? For there are many in this 
Aembly have been trying to no purpoſe, and 
lone what they could in their own Strength, to 
leliyer their own Souls from Death, and- yes. 
iy find themſelves in Bondage ſtill; nay, they; 
| Ls; have? 
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firſt; we ſhould uſe them as poor deſolate help 
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86. The Ningdom of God within. 
ha ve called in the Help and Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
That they thought to be ſtronger than themſelye,, 
and all have failed, and they are yet weak and 
entangled, and they cannot find themſelves at 
Liberty to ſerve the Lord as they ought to do. 

I am of this mind, that nothing but the Al. 
mighty Power of God can do it; and when you 


come to my Experience, to know this as I haye R 
done, then I hope you will ſeek after that, and WW, 
you will ſee good reaſon for it; and you will WM, 
then come to this Profeſſion, If the Lord puts Wl; 
not forth his Almighty Power, I muſt then pe- p 
riſn, for there is no other Power can deliver me: 9 
When you come to know this, what mult you Will; 
do? Why, you muſt wait for the Revelation WW, 
of that Power that will take you off from all MW; 
Truſt and Confidence that you have ever had 
in any thing elſe; a Man that hath nothing WW, 
to truſt to but the Almighty Power, and Mer- Wl; 
cy, and Goodneſs of God, he puts his whole Wl; 
Truſt and Confidence therein, or elſe he knows Wl; 
he mult periſh. „ Fad | 

When a Man or Woman comes to this pal, | 


that they have nothing to rely upon but the 
Lord, tnen they will meet together to wait up- 
on the Lord: And this was the firſt Ground or 
Motive of our ſetting up Meetings; and I would 
to God that this was the uſe that every ons 
would make of them that come to them, then 
they would be juſtly and properly uſed accor- 
ding'to the end of the Inſtitution of them, at 
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leſs People that are brooken off from all their 
RE, 


The Kingdom of God within 87 
an Conſidence and Truſt, and have nothing 
co rely upon but the Mercy and Goodneſs-'6f 
God; and if he pleaſeth to reveal his Pow er 
among us, we know that he is able to ſave ns; 
1nd we have met with the Revelation of God's 


0, power; and when we have met together in 
A. ſimplicity of Mind, the Lord was pleaſed to 
You communicate his Spirit to us, and open a Door 
1 ſor us, and diſcover and reveal to us that it 


was the Day of his Power: And when we came 
to examine our ſelves whether we were willing 
in this Day of God's Power (for the Prophet 
gives us a Note of Diſtinction between the Peo- 
ple of God, and other People; Thy People ſhall 
be willing in the Day of thy Power; which is as 


zan 8 much as to ſay, God diſcovers and reveals his 
al Wl Power to them, ſuch a People are willing to 
ad give themſelves over to the Government of it, 
0 when we found we were ſubject to it) we had joy 


in believing, before we attained the end of our 
hope; it was Gladneſs to us we found our ſelves 
willing; and 1 am perſwaded that every one of 
you would be glad to find your (elves willing to 
part with that which you cry out of. 

What a Cry is there of our Bondage and 
Corruption, and of our being led Captive by 
our Luſts ? We may hear ſuch a Cry from one 
end of the Kingdom to the other: People err 
out of the Bondage of Corruption, and of their 
Subſection to Sin and Satan: I would they were 
in earneſt; there is not that Earneſtneſs and 
Reality in Men and Women thatGod looksfor, 
and ſo there comes nothing of it. There is no 
| Redemption, 


a: days into his Preſence, to offer up their Pray. 


Power that Created us, to obey his Will: Ian 


am but willing to be ſubje& to the Law of hin 
Power of Men on Earth, or all the Power of 


and Blood grows loud here: I would beſubjet 
Igtereſt,, and deprive me. of that I oye aud 


Redemption, and no Deliverance, the Lord 


doth not hear them, though they come now 


ers: I would have you to be in good earneſt 
Iwiſh well to you all; and it would be hard iq 
Tay that you do not wiſh well to your ſelvg: 
Here lies your Welfare, that you find your 
ſelves willing to be ſubject to the Power that 
made you; you have been ſubje& doubtleſs to 
the Power that deſtroyed. you; that Power 
that never. gave you. Life and Breath, hath 
deen inſtrumental of your Deſtruction: The 
Power of the God of this World never dit 
Men goad, but deſtroyed. them, deceived then, 
and deprived them of their Lives. 

Now if there was but a. willingaeſs in ever 
one of us, freely to give up our ſelves to that 


ſure there is never a Man or Woman among u 
Mall long be without the knowledge of it. If! 


that made me, it will not be long before he 
Aiſcover it to me, and reveal his Power in me 
in the Glory and Excellency of it; that Power 
which is more able to preſerve me, than all the 


the Devils in Hell is able to deſtroy me. When 
the Lord ſhall diſcover and reveal his Power 
in you, you will be willing to be ſubjeR to it. 

But methiuks the ſound and noiſe of Fleſh 
to God, but I would not have him croſs mine 


Kirk: 


The. King dom of God within. 89 
hirſt after; I would not have him imbitter 
iy Carnal Delights and Pleaſures, and undo 
ne as to my Reputation in the World. 

"You may ſee whence this comes, that you 
rould make a Bargain, and draw a Contract - 
ith the God of your Lives about theſe things, 
this is a Nonſenſical thing; becauſe of all Peo- 
ble in the World, you are a People that have 


Had a veneration for the Holy Scriptures, the 


Scriptures of Truth, and have been acquainted- 
with them ſo familiarly as with any Book in 
he World, wherein you find Articles drawn, 
ong ago fixed and ſealed; and no new ones 
are to be drawn. If any one will be my Diſ- 
ciple, Fobn, or Thomas, James or Peter, or 
whoſoever he be, he muſt take up his Daily- 
Croſs, and Deny himſelf, and follow me. Now+ 
here is a Contract made, therefore turn aſide 
from all kind of Reafoning and Conſulting 
with Fleſh and Blood. iN ; 
If yon will become Spiritual, and partake of 
Spiritual Bleſſings and Benefits, I would adviſe. 
Jon to turn from all kind of Reafonings that 
come from the Pit of Darkneſs, that hath thus 
tar deceived you, and will ruine you for ever, 
it you hear ken to them: For aſſure your ſelves 
new Goſpel-Terms no Man can make; and if 
any come to Preach new Goſpet-Terms, count 
him a Deceiver; for there is no poſſibility of 
being a Diſciple of Chriſt, but by taking up xa 
Croſs Daily, and Denying our ſelves, and Fol- 
towing him as our Eeader and Guide. Fo him 
F uſt S0, and ge in 09 ether way, ſpeaking... 
I nothing., 


90 The Ringdom of God within. 
nothing, or do nothing but what is Holy an 
Pure; he muft conduct me in my walking, guide 
me in my way, and juſtifie me in it: This; 
to be a true Diſciple of Chriſt. 3 

As ſoon as he comes to adhere, and join t 
the Power of God revealed in his Soul, he ſes 
the coming of the Kingdom of God; he ſees} 
at a diſtance, he ſaith within himſelf, and make 
this Concluſion, I will follow my Captain, | 
will become ſubje& to the Kingdom of Chrif 
If I obey this Divine Principle of the Grace of 
God, and the Goſpel of Chriſt, I ſhall be h 
Diſciple. I read in his bleſſed Book, That « 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, are the Chil 
dren of God. I am not to propoſe new Term, 
but to accept of the old Terms of the Goſpel 
of .Chriſt : I ſee that the Kingdom of God i 
to be ſet up, and the Kingdom of the Devil to 
be brought down in me; if 1 follow this Di. 
vine Principle, I ſhould never follow the De- 
vil more; if he would have me Lye, I ſhallre- 
fuſe, and ſay I cannot; if he would have me 
run into vain and corrupt Communication, and 
fooliſh Jeſting, that will be a Bridle to me, 
that I cannot do It. 

1 ſpeak now to Perſons that live under the 
Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and that are 
ſubdued by his Grace; I would ſpeak that 
which all the Logick in the World cannot 6- 
verthrow, that which the moſt cunning Log 
cian, with all his Wit and Quirks, cannot re- 
fute and prove erronious. If a Man be led by 
the Spirit of God, he cannot Lye; this is 
| common 
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ommon Cure for all Men; if I be led by the 
pirit of Truth, and hearken to the Principle 
Truth in my own Soul; this will cure and 
eal me of the Wounds and Maladies of my 
orrupt Nature, and ſet me at libery from my 
d Maſter; 1 do not like his Service. 

[hope if any of you like the Servitude and 
zondage of Sin and Satan, you will deſire Li- 
erty before you die: Why do not you deſire it 
ow? It may be thou thinkeſt to enjoy a little 
iberty, and Reputation, and Pleaſure in Sin 
or many Vears, for Six or Seven, Nine or Ten 
Years, and then break off from it, and repent 
ind turn to God: How doſt thou know that 
hou haſt Ten Days to live? It is of high con- 
ernment to every one of us to wait for a Diſ- 
overy of Goſpel-Liberty, and an Ability and 
Power in his Soul, to enable him to break off 
rom the Servitude and Bondage of Sin and Sa- 
tan, that he hath ſo long lived under; and to 
rait upon God with Patience, for the ſetting 
is Soul at Liberty, and ſetting up the King- 
dom of Chriſt within him, and pulling down 
the Kingdom of Satan, that he may be brought 
be into the Kingdom of Chriſt, that conſiſts in 
Peace and Righteouſneſs and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Theſe are the things that follow one another 
when Righteouſneſs is ſet up in me, I ſhall not 
be diſturbed, I ſhall have Peace; and if I have 
Peace I ſhall have Joy, and this Joy 1s in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the Apoſtle ſaith the Kingdom 
of God conſiſts in theſe things. "2 

Now that every one might be * 
That 


and 
ide 
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ge The Kyngaom bf God within. 
that God hath given a meaſure of his Grace tg 
them, as well as to other Folks: - Let them 
conſider and ſay within themſelves, God hath 
not ſhut me out of the Number of: his peo. 
ple: He hath knocked at the Door of my Heart, 
to bring me to Repentance, he hath: waitel 
upon me fo long, ſurely he hath a mind to. 
ſive me: Would he call upon me, but that 
he intends 1 ſhould repent and turn to him? 
But where is the Power? You will ſay, 
knocking at the Door of the Heart, and Checks 
of Conſeience, we underſtand: them; but ve 
underſtand not where the Power is, to be cot 
formable to the Will of God. . 
People will never underſtand it while 
they are in the Kingdom of Satan, and un- 
der the Power of the Prince of Darkneſs; 
the Apoſtle tells us, That the God of thy 
World hath blinded the minds of them that be- 
lieve not, leſt the Light of the Glorious Goſpel 
¶ Chriſt, who is the Image of Gcd, ſhould ſhine 
uon them. If Men ſaw the Beauty of the 
Goſpel, they would run after it, and em- 
brace it; therefore the Devil blinds theit 
Minds, that they ſhould not ſee the Beau- 
ty and Amiableneſs of the Goſpel, and like 
the Terms of it: He hath the Rule and Go- 
vernment of the Children of Diſobedieace.: 
So long as I hve in Subjection to that De- 
vHiſh Helliſn Power, which leads me forth 
into Sia; I fhall be a Stranger to God's: 
Power, that would enahle me To break off 
from it. 1 
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You never read in Scripture of any that ever 


e 
ben me to be ſaved by the Power of God, but 
bath icre was Faith mixed with it, that came to. 


bin with that Power of God. Our Saviour 
id to the impotent Man, Thy Faith hath made 
bee whole; thy Faith joining with that Power 
f God : We ſhall be made ſtrong in the Lord, and 


1 

* the Power of his Might, and be able to with- 
? and Temptations. 

As ſoon as the Soul of Man joins with the. 
ck race of God, he doth forſake the ſervice of 
we is old Maſter and Governour : Sin ſhall no. 


onger have Dominion over him; though he 
ay meet with the ſame Temptation, it ſhall: 
ot have the ſame power over him, but he will. 
ge enabled by the Grace of God to withſtand, 
t, and overcome. it. If you ask ſuch a Man, 
ow it is that he overcomes. that Temptation 
hat formerly prevailed over him; he will tell 
ou, I have now an Helper, I am now joined 
o the Grace of God ia my Soul, therefore do 
_ withſtand Temptations, and have power 
ver them. Thus comes the Kingdom of Chriſt 
to be ſet up in the Soul, and this is that which 
will fit and prepare us. for the everlaſting. 
Ringdom of God: They that. do. wait upon 
od, ſhall fee this work wrought. inwardly in. 
hem, they know more by Faith than they can 
ſee by Senſe. | 

| know, and am certain, that the Power the 
Devil hath in the World, ſhall be broken. 
down, and Righteouſneſs ſhall be exalted, and. 
Juſtice and Equity ſhall prevail in the Nn ä 
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it by Faich; I have ſeen enough for my Gene 


ſervice, and bear their proper Teſtimony, and 
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them: Therefore that which is moſt profit. 


Rand in ſuch a Place in our Time, where nc 
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I ſhall not perhaps live to ſee it, but Vinay ſe 


ration, and they that live in the next Genera. 
tion ſhall ſee it alſo; for the Church of God i 
the ſame from one Generation to another 
Now unto us it is given to ſee the things that 
in former Generations were propheſſed of, 
God having (ſaith the Apoſtle) Provided ſon 
better thing for us, that they without us ſhall not be 
made perfett. 

The Church of God from one Generation 
to another, bave their meaſure and degree of 


leave the reſt to ſucceeding Generations: |t 
concerns us in our Generation to ſee a change 
made inwardly in our Souls, and the Kingdon 
of Chriſt ſet up within us, and the Kingdom 
of Satan brought down in our ſelves. Thi 
doth not concern my Son or Grandſon only, 
but it concerns me, and when they grow up 
to mature Age, in their time it will concert 


ble to us, is, that we have ſuch a Station, and | 


may ſee the Work of God carried on. 

I have conſidered many a time, that there 
are many brave Men and Women in this Age, 
that might have been eminent Witnefles of 
God in this World, and born their Teſtimony 
to his Truth, but their Faith hath been weak 
and ineffectual: They have diſcovered their 
unbelieving Hearts, and have joined with the 
common Herd of the World, becauſe they 

thought 
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ought ſuch great things could never be done, 
at the Kingdom of Satan could never be pul- 


nera Md down and deſtroyed, and the Kingdom of 
10d iriſt ſet up within us. But I would hope bet- 
ther er things of you, things that accompany Sal- 
theton; and that he that hath begun a good 


ork in you, will carry it on to perfection; 
bat living Praiſes, and joyful Thankſgivings 
ay be rendered to him who alone is worthy, 
Tho is God over all, bleſſed for ever; to 
hom be Glory and Dominion for ever, and 
yer. Amen. 


3 — nnn. 


Sermon VII. 


Reſt. 
reached at Devonſhire-Houſe, July 29. 1691. 


| My Friends, © e Tl 
re HE Lord will be with all his People, that 
1 are undefiled in the Way; that are Spiri- 

val Travellers walking in that undeffled Way, 
hat leads to an undefiled Reſt. There are. 
lome that by this Way are enter'd into Reſt, 
that Reſt which God hath prepared for them. 
We cannot apply to our ſelves that Promiſe 
that is made to us of entring into Reſt, unleſs 
| we 


he undefiled Way to Eternal 1 
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of the ſame kind and nature, and ſeparate fron 


in their Eye, and the mark of Purity and Rigb- 
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we be real and true Travellers in the W ö 
that leads to it, for if we do, We deceive t 
own Souls.. 3 
Therefore you that have had a ſight and Vi 
ſion of the Way everlaſting, that leads unto! 
Holy Reſt, you are engag'd People to make 
ſtraight ſteps.therein, and to have it your dai 
Care, and make it your continual Buſineſs, t 
look that your Goings and Foot-ſteps are d 
the ſame nature and kind that the Reſt is th 
you deſire to enter into: For it is an undefilel 
Reſt, that we all are, or ought to be Travelling 
after; therefore every one of ns muſt be unde. 
fled in the Way, and every Foot-ſtep muſt by 


all that which defileth it and polluteth it; tha 
fo it may have a tendency to the bringing of 
the Soul nearer to its Reſt. 

This Holy Reſt many Travellers have attain- 
ed by this Holy Travel, and many are ſtill in 
hope to attain it. | 

But now they that are full of hope of attain- 
i9g this Reſt, their - Foot-ſteps and Going 
are not of the ſame nature and kind; they are 
not Holy and Pure, they are not Undefiled: 
Theſe have not their Faces truly Sion- ward, 
though the Face of their Profeſſion may ſtand 
that way; but the Lord looks at the Heart of 
every one, and he knows which way the Heart 
ſtands; they ho have their Hearts truly turn: 
ed to the Lord, they have the mark of Holineſ 


teouſneſsinall their Undertakings, W 
| | | 5, becypte ef 
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now there is no attaining to that Divine Reſt, 
tby a Holy Way and Travel; therefore their 
ruſt and Reliance is alone on the Lord, that is 
) keep them in all their Way; for if they be 
erer ſo clearly convinced that Holineſs and 
ighteouſneſs is their Duty, and is the way 
hereby they may attain to the Kingdom of 
od, though they are never ſo fully convinced 


ea kit, yet there lies an impoſſibility of any walk- 
the W's therein without the Divine Aſſiſtance of the 
fla ace of God; for tho' they have been con- 


ave had a light that openeth to them a ſight 
f theſe things, it is not this Sight and Viſion 
hat will enable them To run the Race that is ſet 
efore them. | 

For the manifold impurities and hindrances 


of U i | - 
ich are in our Way, between our coming out 

in f £21pt's Land, the Bondage of Corruption, and 
lun or entring into the Kingdom of God, are too 

nighty and too great for any Man with his 
* nowledge and Strength to overcome. The 
0 hildren of Jrael might as well have gone 
re PE Ough the Red Sea, without the help of God, 
d: the Chriſtian Traveller can go through the 
any difficulties, and the many impediments 
1 bat he is to meet with in his Way, without - 
ohe aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit. N 
rt 14 Friends, It hath been a Labour and Tra- 


el at this time upon my Mind, that all whom 
od hath ſo ſignally bleſſed with the know- 
ledge of the Truth; that you may ſee your 
Way, and moſt clearly know and ang 
| that 


inced by the appearance of his Grace, and 
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that your Way leads to Life Eternal; that 
and every one of you in your particular Meg 
ings, are to have a dependance upon th 
which can help you in your Way, 
For I have ſeen too many that have had 
wrong dependance, after they were right 
convinced, and after they have had a true know 
ledge of their Way wherein they ſhould walk 
they have too much truſted to openings an 
ſights. which they have received; they han 
thought their Mountain fo ſure, and that the 
Feet have been paſt ſliding, that there hath grom 
vp a ſtate of Preſumption, that they han 
thought they ſhould never turn aſide, and han 
not had due regard to the renewing of the Dj 
vine Power of God in their Souls, that God 
Children always muſt have. They have (a 
may ſo ſay) forgotten what our Lord fai 
Without me ye can do nothing; they have palle( 
a Sentence upon that Doctrine in their Mind, 
and they have thought they could do ſons 
thing, that they could withſtand Temptation, 
that they could do ſome Work for God, a 
Service to God, without the Divine Aſſiſtanc 
of that Power that did beget them; and ala 
the leaſt they have ſuſtained hath been, thi 
they have fallen into Evil, and they have de 
led their Way, and run into Temptations 
though it hath pleaſed the Lord, whoſe Mer 
Cy is infinite, to pull them many times bad 
again out of the ſnare which they were falle 
into, and to take them again, and to waſh them 
and cleanſe them, and purify them, 1. 
5 thei 
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heir Feet on a ſure place. This was more than 
ney deſerved, but his Mercy, and Goodneſs, 
d Tenderneſs, is over all his Works. 

This he hath wrought for many a one, and 
ot only once, but many times; it is hard ven- 
ring; it had been better if ſuch a one had ne- 
don er fallen, or that their Foot- ſteps had never 
lid from the ways of the Lord, than after they 
'e fallen, to be renewed again by Repentance. It 
3th cauled ſore Judgment and Condemnation 
hei nd Anxiety of Spirit: And they have given 
onWicir old Enemy an advantage to whiſper in 
heir Ears. Thou haſt loſt thy ground; thy 
ins are gone over thy Head; and thou ſhalr 
yer find Repentance. Theſe are the words 
f tle wicked one, who ſeeks occaſion againſt 
s; and through our careleſneſs, and not being 
watchful, we put an advantage into his hand: 

ow ſeeing you know he is vigilant, and ſeeks 
dccalion that he may turn you out of your 
meV ay, before you attain to the end of it; you 
dught to be vigilant to keep occaſions from 
im. 
na But ſome may ſay, how may I keep occaſions 
nd advantages from the Enemy? I anſwer, the 
ray hath been often told you, and I dare ſay 
"oſt of you have tried it, and found it to be 
rue; that fo long as you have remained in a 
atchful State and Poſture, and have had your 
inds exerciſed by the Grace of God; by 
hich you were convinced of your Sin, and by 
which your Duty was manifeſted to you: So 
ong you gave the Enemy of your Souls no oc- 

0 cCaſion; 


10 Thr undeſled NH 
caſion; but the Truth preſerved you whig 
you truſted, and wherein you hoped and wii 


find want of ability then ? Did the Enemy Dr 


and ſaid, Get thee behind me Satan. 


are loſt to all Eternity: Then it had been be 


Holy Commandment delivered to them : And tic 
they ſaid within themſelves, This muſt beth 


—_— 
— 
ener tory . —— me" 


| - , ** 2. K 
— 2 - n * _ ** 
bans oy | - 2 NS "Rs 3 4 2 * * 
ID 9 , * * * Sb =: - + 5-526 3 3 — — ̃ — TIL * — — * 4 4 a7 an N No mn ä * £ #7 2 4 44, Fa L 
4 * 8 y ö — ICE l = - po . - 8 — » * 4 P „* * — * — - 8 2 r * $.Y 5 \ 1" IG _ % : 8 — I > F — =o N — F 2 | 
. - > wy p - * r ac _— 14. — > walks ? e Agr 78 92 N Ke = 4 7 ON _—_— a > a - 97 
* 2 > e a => © on rt Sa 32 _— % 2 FT: "4 4.0 — 2 $1 5 Ly + _—_ — 2 ov 87s | al r 1 = N * 7 e 8 b 2 » CS 4 we : * * 4 
$9 l — prin Oy - . = e W 3 : 1 2 . ” ? % 1 2 * "= 3 — 5 1 * 2 ; * * « = "2; 4 * DK. «4 — ö 2 Fa & " 5 3. Ts * 
W * - 3 92 2 R — as td — 2 g 9 e * . jo { . 2 " * mg 0 * ? p I l - » * £ 7 6.44 / es , 2 2 * 
3+ oy * , * * ET nn rr 8 "bn 6 wer l x 2 ub * of » * KILLS r EAA -& 4 . n * "© — 2 * L 4 N » * N py £45 Fs * EET IT > 1 E . mo ma 
; ” 22 8 £ . ve. 1 A FI — — 3 r 3 . 2 5 5 TT EO: 7 e A = 5 n 8 - x < o _ n *. ” * p — * o 
— * * « 3 4 — wn * — — of p4 . E 0 - 6 . - 3 2 : 8 — 41 — * 0 > 8 ” 
— go 2 * LD . „ Pa * va — 22 — "WO. Ir 4 hd wan; y . — — — — — _— — 4 
5 * * + — r % POS ” f 5 e 1 8 „ . s Kao OY * es 
: — + a = - * | 2 2 
N * 
” 


| — Fa p 2 
1 * — - > zo”. 
. 4 TY ng — 
"hs 3 — — — 
- _ „ — * 2 - 
ACRE 


ed for the vertue and power of it. Did 10 


vail then? He did not ceaſe to tempt when yg 
was in the moſt watchful State of a Chriſty 
the Devil did not then ceaſe to tempt yon; hi 
you found in you a power that reliſted hin 


So long as you are upon your watch, fo þ 
as you keep your mind fixed upon the Dixit 
Power; fo long you are in a fare place, a 
whoſoever turns aſide from this, they ſuf 
great harm and prejudice; and if ever they} 
reſtored again, it is with Loſs and Damage, at 
ſore Exerciſe; and if they be not reſtored, thy 


for them not to have known the way of Rightai 
meſs, than after they have known it, to turn from! 


Way. 9 | 
Sirs, theſe things pertain to your everlaſtii 
welfare; I ſpeak to you as a People that Gd 
hath abundantly loved; and it hath been i 
beyond -any thing of defert. He hath mad 
known his ways to you, the Lord may ſay col 
cerning you of this City, as of old, What co 
T have done more for my Vineyard, that I have 
done? So he may ſay concerning you: Whil 
could I have done more to make them a grof 
People? a holy People, an intire People, tut 
They may bear my Name, and walk before nt 


Holi 


oo Eternal Reſt. IC; 


dlineſs and Righteouſneſs: all the days of 1+ 
12; What ſhould have been done moi c ir 
? | | 

— this is an Exerciſe to us, whom God hath 
ſled, and ſet as Watchmen, to behold and 
e the State of his People, and to feel and bear 
he Burdens that are to be born; and this is 
he great Burden, that after all that God hath 
gone, and that we do in the hands of God; 
| that is neceſſary for the Welfare of the 
eople: Vet here are ſome that turn aſide, and 
ere arc ſome that defile their way; and we 
ſtifie in the Name of the Lord, that whoſoe- 
er walks in a defiled Way, ſhall never come 
h an undefiled Reſt; therefore that you do 
ot attain to that undefiled Reſt, it is becauſe 
e have been defiled: Seeing the Holy Con- 
erſation of the People of God is the Effect of 
e working of his own Power and Spirit. 

Here comes the Reſt, by and through a Me- 
ator, even Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, whe 
the Mediator between God and Man, and 
e Leader of all his People in the Way of Ha- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, which he hath made 
anifeſt to them that believe and obey the 
Wer: And He hath purchaſed Eternal Salvation 
all that Believe and Obey the Goſpel : But the 
ranigreſſors do not obey the Goſpel; the Spi- 
t of Chriſt doth not lead you to Tranſzreſ- 


om Chriſt, doth not lead you to Pride, Va- 
t, Envy and Bitterneſs: Wherever theſe 
028 are led into, there is another Spirit, and 

9 b 
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on; and the Power and Light that comes 
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that you walk in the Truth which you hai 


travelled and come up unto. I would to 60 


Lord's Power, in opening and diſcovering l 


the things that belong to his everlaſting Ped 
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ing with Peace, and in the Favour of the Lon 


that other Spirit hath another Tendency, ay 
it leads into the Wrath of God. 

And my Friends, this is that which my 800 
deſit eth at your hands, and it is for your Goof 
and Advantage; It 15 my Duty to diſcharge nj 
Conſcience, and to ſpeak plainly as the 100 
ſhall give me Utterance, to warn you that yg 
abide in the Truth; for if ſo be you be notſ 
ved, but will turn aſide after your own Heat 
Luſts, after your Pride and the Vanity of th 
World, and the Luſts thereof; you may blan 
your ſelves, and your Iniquity will be your Ru 
We that have given up our ſelves to God fy 
your ſakes, and the Churches fake ; we ſpal 
theſe things which we have learned of Gd 
and we earneſtly preſs you that are convince 


believed: There is no great need of mo 
Knowledge, and of the Viſion of Heavenly a 
Divine things; for abundance of you have ſe 
more of the things of God, than ever you hat 


that every one of you that are convinced, wol 
come up to the meaſure of the knomledgt 
have received: O! that you would anſwer ll 


Mind and Will concerning your Travel, 4 
that your Footſteps may be directed therel 
If you will walk in this undefiled Way, Jl 
may lie downat. Night, and riſe in the Mor 


and have the anſwer of a good Conſcience ll 
his ſight. 5 5 Ti 


8 


to Eternal Reſt. 107 
The Means that muſt help and conduct us in 
his way, muſt be that familiar Converſe that 
e Soul muſt have with ſomething greater than 
ſelf ; the familiar Converſe that the Soul 
aſt have with the Divine Power, with that 
manifeſtation of Divine Light and Grace, 
tich, through Jefus Chriſt, God hath given 
to you. For if a Man prize and eſteem the 
ruth never ſo much, and ſuffer never fo much 
or it, and love the Miniſter never ſo much; 
he keep not a Familiar Converſe with the 
ruth, notwithſtanding all his Profeſſion of 
ove to the Truths of the Goſpel, and the 
reachers of it, he will Reproach it : Though 
e profeſies and ſay, 1 love thee, I love thee; 
ough he hath ſuffered much in the way, yet 
he love not the Truth in his own Heart, 
d defire not to feel the Excellency and Ver- 
e of it; that Man will certainly diſhonour 
4 Truth, and grieve the Holy Spirit of 
od. | 
We warn you to take heed of your Way, and 
your Feet in your Chriſtian walk, that you 
ay come to have an Abundant Entrance into the 
ingdom of God. Pray to God that the Work of 
egeneration may be wrought upon you, that 
bu may be born into another Seed, and partake 
the Divine Nature: Then, though the De- 
| aſſault you, he cannot overcome you; he 
il find nothing in you whereby to betray 
u into his hands, when that change is 
rought, and when God hath made an Alte- 
ton, and hath brought you out of the * 
M 2 e 
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„ | SY 

155 of the World, and the Love of Earthly thines 
6 And ſet your Afﬀections above, where Chriſt (i M 
. at the Right Hand of God. Now you can 4 Ag 
Hg Here comes a Temptation with this In; Wi! 
„ ment, and the other Inſtrument, and the D. 
{ha vil lays things before me that he would haye in 
* to do; but I have no inclination to it, haren il 
| TM mind to be ſucking at the World's Breaſts; Me. 


my Mind 1s ſet upon this, that I may reach 4 
quaintance with God, Who will be a preſent 
to me, and tread down Satan under my Feet, 

There is need of your continual Care ar 
Vigilancy, and that you Watch and Pray th 


you may not enter into Temptation. Ith * 
ſo eaſie a thing for a Man or Woman vue 
they are in this World to do any thing vis 
out Sin; but God hath called you to a H 
Profeſſion ; which is, that you ſhould do 0 
vou can do, to do every thing you do with 
Sin: For whether you Eat or Drink, or nba | 
ver you do, you ſhould do all to the Glory f ſt 
This Spirit we would have in you, and d 
would have all you That have received “ 
Jeſus, the Lord, to walk in him as you have! iſh, 
.ceived him: Then you ſhall be kept undefi ln 
in the Way, and delivered from Temptation" 
To this end you muſt be ſtill, waiting u 
the Lord, that you may have Acquaintah"* 
with him from Day to Day; you are in Me! 
World, but you ſhould: not be of the Woge 
The Prayer of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to nt 
Heavenly Father for his Diſciples, was not is : | 
U 


he ſhould Take them ont of the World, bu 
them from the Evil. 5 di 


Sa 


Y 
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Merchants, Tradeſmen, and Shop-Keepers, 
ve always ſomething to do in the World 
ur they ſhould Pray earneſtly that they may 
kept from the Evil of the World, There is no- 
bing can be done in the World, but there is: 
vil in it, which we ſhall be overcome by, if 
e do not keep our Watch. In the Govern- 
ent of a Family, there are Occaſions and Pro- 
ocations given to be Paſſionate and Furious; 
any Occaſions are given to Men and Women, 
ut we ſhould not be tranſported and overcome: 
ur Profeſſion obliges us, that when a Child. 
r 2 Servant gives a Provocation, we are not 
d behave our ſelves unſcemly, and unbecom- 
ig our Holy Profeſſion ; for it is not in their 
dwer, nor ig the Devil's Power neither, tor 
Indle your Wrath and Anger into a Flame: 
you are upon your Watch, and wait upon 
e Lord, he will give you Wiſdom and Strength 
d ſtand againſt all Temptations whatſoever, 
d To order your Converſation according to the 
if of Cod, and as becomes the Goſpel of our Lord, 
ſus Chriſt, - | 
In Merchandize, and Buying and Selling, 
ere are Snares, and there is Evil we may run 
to; but this is our Comfort and Joy, there 
bo Coertion, we cannot be forced to Sin, 
e Devil can only lay a Temptation before 
e; it chou wilt tell a Lye, equivocate, diſ- 
ble, here is an Advantage for thee; but 
e Devil with all his Subtilty, Power and 
lurements, cannot ſay, Thou ſhalt run into 
N 3 this 
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this Sin, and be overcome by this Temptaj 
on; for though of our ſelves we can do 
thing, yet in the Name and Strength of 9 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we can do all things; wee 
do that which is juſt, and ſtand over the Tem 
tation, and trample upon it, and mot be wy 
eome of evil, but overcome evil with good, Wig 
we have bought and fold, we may look ha 
upon what we have done with pure Mind 
and clean Conſciences in the fight of God, a 
we may come off Victors, and more than Cy 
querors (over Temptations) through Chriſt th 
bath loved i. * 
The more a Chriſtian keeps himſelf un 
ted, and the more watchfal he is in his wal 
ing, he may go on from day to day, and 
the Snares of the Devil, that lies in this Vai 
ty, and the other Vanity and Temptatia 
and eſcape it. OD 3 
I would I could ſay of ſome of you, tit 
when the Devil laid a Snare for you, youd 
not run into it when you ſawit. I have Ru 
ſome that have had Underſtanding ene 
that they need not be told where the Suat 
the Devil lies; yet ſo hath it been, the Dt 
and their own Hearts Luſts have agreed to 
ther, and they have run into the Snare, Tl 


is from the Old Confederacy that Men hal 


faith Chriſt, if you do whatſoever I command] 


If you are the Friends of Chriſt, you will 


his Subjects, and yield Obedience to hill 


when he ſhews them a Snare they will keep 
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it: This is the Proof of a true Chriſtian, 
at he will be true in a time of Trial, and 
ll truſt in that Divine Power that keeps him 
it of the Snare: 

One thing more I would ſay, That Divine 
llowſhip that you have with Chriſt Jeſus, it. 
pnfiſts in Holineſs of Life and Converſation; 
d the Exerciſe of a good Conſcience towards 
od, and towards Man. It is in vain to tell 
e that you will walk in Unity with the 
ruth, unleſs you have Unity with the Truth 
your own Hearts; you cannot deceive the 
ord, nor long deceive his People neither. 
ere is the Fellowſmp that you are to live in- 
| your days, to live In Fellowfhip with the 
eople of God, and Communion of Saints; 
an the Saints have Communion in any 
ung but Holineſs? And Holineſs is a Bleſſed 
acred thing, it becomes the Houſe of God for 
ver; they that are Saints, are Sanctified and 
ade Holy; and he that ſanctifieth, and they that are 
enttified, are all of one; for which cauſe, he is 
ot aſhamed to call them Brethren, Heb. 2. 11. 
hey that are ſanRified are become Saints, 
hey bring forth the Fruits of Holineſs and 
anctification, and they are come into Fellow- 
ip with God and one another: Every Branch 
n me (ſaich Chriſt ) that beareth not Fruit, be 
alerh away; but every Branch that beareth Fruit, 
e purgeth it, that it may bring forth more Fruit. 
hat Branch which beareth not Fruit, is caſt 
to the Fire and burned. TS 
There are ſome that bring forth Fruit, hut it 
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\ Paratre themſelves from the Life of the tell 


derſhip with the Church of Chrift, while the 
walk as Captives to the Devil, and Sin; the 


| God, but by an unfeigned Repentance; ky 


doing evil things, and depart from the Priuc 


continue and abide in the Faith, and in ti 


The undefiled Way "WM 
is Fruit to the Fleſh, and the wicked One, hit 
hope you are not of that Number: Theſe & 


Vine; theſe have no Fellowſhip nor true Men 


are of the World, and nat of the Church, | 
you would have Fellowſhip with the Church 
do not think to have it by outward Confornil 
ty: Do not think that this will maintain ya 
Fellowſhip with Chriſt, without a Life of i 
ward Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; for th 
Day you break with the Truth in your ſelyg 
you break off your Fellowſhip-with the Chyrd 
of God, and break your Peace with God, ani 
can no way de reftored again to the Favour d 


the Myſtery of Faith is to be kept in a pure c 
ſcience: How is my Conſcience defiled, if! 
wrong not this, or the other Man or Womat! 
Some can hold the Myſtery of Faith; ſo far s 
it conſiſts in a Profeſſion, they can profeſs i 
and they preach it; but they have not hell 
the Myſtery of Faith in Chriſt, fo as to recein 
Life, and Vertue, and Comfort from him. Yu 
have got the Biſtory of Words and Doctrine 
but as ſoon as you defile your Conſciences, | 


ple of Grace, as ſoon as you defile your Cot 
ſciences, you make Shipwrack of Faith. 
But (my Friends) as you have a mind u 


Travel and Heavenly Journey, I would git 
1 ja 
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ou this as a certainty, it may do you good 
hen my Head lies low. The way to continue 
dhe Church of God, and Communion of 
ints, and to retain your Peace with God, Is 
keep a Familiar Converſe with the Truth in 
dur own Souls, and it will keep you fronefal- 
ig, and lead and guide you in your Way, 
your Travel and Journey to Heaven. As 
e Mother when the Child cries after her, but 
not go, ſhe takes it by the Hand and leads 
do if you keep cloſe to the Truth, it can 
d you through all Difficulties, through great 
ineſs as well as little, and deliver you front 
ares and Temptations, and when you are 
zulted, it can bring you off clear. As for 
mmunion with God, and Communion with: 
Saints and People of God, it ſtands in that 
ee, and Purity, and keeping a Holy Frame 
Mind in your Heavenly Travel, in the un- 
led Way, that will at laſt bring you to the 
deiiled Everlaſting Reſt. that remains to the 
pe of God. 3 | 
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The Dawning of the Day of 
Grace and Salvation. 


Preached at Grace-Church-Street, Aug. 2. 1691, 


My Friends, 1 
OU cannot but know and be ſenſible, tha 
a Goſpel-Day, a Day of Grace and 80 
vation hath dawned npon yon, and that ti 
Light of it hath broken through many Clou 
of Darkneſs, which ſometimes you could ud 
fee through: This is an ineſtimable and u 
fpeakable Mercy of God unto us, that the Li 
of the Goſpel of Salvation ſhineth upon a he 
ple, that without it muſt be miſerable. 
There hath been a very Dark and Clou 
Day upon our Fore- Fathers, and alſo upon 
in the Days of our Ignorance. We are 
to wander hither and thither, and to be tur 
ed aſide with the Wind of Mens Doctrine, ti 
we could not find a Reſt, a Home or a $ctif 
ment for our Souls in order to Eternal l 
And there be many have cryed unto 0 
that he would pleaſe to reveal his Way, 4 
to make it known unto them; and they 1 
been apt to Covenant with the Lord, tha 
once they come to a Certainty, they wol 
walk in it: Unto ſuch as theſe the oor [2 
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owed his Ear, and hath anſwered them; and 
in his anſwering the Cry of the Soul, he hath _ 
brought Salvation near, and hath revealed 
the Power by which he would bring it to pals, 
in every particular Soul, that receiveth the Goſ- 
pel of his Son. | | 1 FW 
But now Friends, you that are ſenſible of 
this Bleſſed and Glorious Viſitation of his Goſ- 
pel-Day, in which Salvation is brought near; It 
Is needful for every one to examine their own 
earts, whether they have really received the 
oſpel, whether they have received and em- 
hraced the great Bounty, and unſpeakable 
Bleſſings of the Goſpel, with which the Lord 
od of Life hath viſited us; or whether they 
have rejected it: For though it is our Happi- 
eſs to know the Viſitation of Life, yet it doth 
ot follow that every one that is viſited, will 
de made an Heir of it; for There are man 
bat fall ſport through their unbelief. For there are 
many that have received the Goſpel, who do 
iſobey the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſo have not 
Eternal Life by it. HS TRL NE 
When People come to this ſerions Examina- 
jon of themſelves herein, then the Light and 
race, that comes from Chriſt unto every one 
fas, both to him that rejects it, as well as to 
im that receiveth it, that will make known 
o them their State and Condition, with reſpect 
$0 the Goſpel of Chriſt; For there are a great 
any, that by an Alienation of their Minds 
rom the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, are apt to be 
itaken in their State, and to make a better 
pe Judgment 
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Judgmenr of themſelves, and of their State in, 
_ wardly, than really it will amount to. inthe 
Day that the Lord ſearcheth and tryeththen: 
But they that make a Judgment of themſelyg, 
dy the Openings and Diſcoveries that the 
have, through the Light of Chriſt Jeſus ( fy 
io we are to do-in this weighty matter) the 
make a Judgment of their State and Conditioy, 
according to the Evidence that the Spirit d 
God bears to their Spirits; and this hops 
you will all ſay is a moſt certain Way : For i 
we go to compare our ſelves one with another, 
and ſay, I am better than thee, and that Ma 


is better than I; here we are liable and ſub 


zet to a great many Errors, where there 
ought: to be none. But if we come to mes 
ſure and determine our preſent State and Cop 
dition by che Evidence of the Spirit of God, 


bearing witneſs with our Spirits; here nl 


have à Foundation to place an iufallible a 
certain Judgment upon: And they that arev 
bedient to the Goſpel of Chriſt, - are capable 
of giving a ſound Judgment of their Stats 
becauſe they are made Partakers through Chril, 
of that Grace, and Light, and Truth, whid 
they ſhould. be obedient to; and they a 
brovzht into a kind of Knowledge and Under 
ſtanding, of their Duty, whether they do it, d 
no: And this Knowledge, and this Undets 
ſtanding that God doth give them, makes thett 
capable to pals a right Judgment upon thek 
own. State: They will not call it a Good Stat 
i it, be an Evil State; and they will not at 


of Grace and Salvation. Tr: 


tan Evil State, if it be a good one: They 
now it is good by the Principle of Truth in 
heir Judgment. 8 

Therefore fiace there are ſo many Uncer- 
zinties in the World, and that Men are ſo 
pt to take hold of an uncertain Way of judg- 
2g and determining, even in matters relating 
o their Souls: There is a greater Aptneſs in 


\ 


ng about the matters of their Souls, than in 
ioſe things that relates to. their Bodies: See- 
10 People are ſo liable to it, 1t can do none of 


ir up one another, to make a Calculation of 
Their State, by ſomething that will not de- 
eire. There are abundance deceived in this 
ountry, as well as other Countries; we ſhall 
Not need to go into foreign Parts. to find Peo- 
le deceived and deluded: It will not be a- 
miſs to ſay, The Drunkard, the Sweater, and 
the Lyar, and the Oppreſſor, the Proud, the 
Malicious, are deceived : If they were not ſo, 
they would never be overcome by the wicked 
One; the Author of. all Evil, he hath decei- 
ved them, in that they ſhould think to go on in 
theſe things, and cry Peace, Peace, to one a- 
Inother, and in their own Souls: This is a 
great Deluſion; and the Devil is the great 
Deluder that they are deluded by: And it 
would be worth the while, to find out chat 
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wih God and Chriſt, while he goes on in Sin 


people, to take hold of Uncertainties, in judg- 


5 harm to exhort one another, and move and 


which would make a Man think himſelf in a 
happy State, and hope to enjoy. Eternal Life, 


and 


ö 
ö 
4 
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14 


and Iniquity; it would be worth the While j 


which will diſcover their Thoughts, and mk 


for the Kingdom of God. When the Lord 


the Luſts thereof. Let People live never þ 


true Satisfaction and Delight, as in living i 
Holy Life, living in the fear of God, and 4 


Temptations and $:.4res of the Devil. Thi 
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o 


find out the Deluſion. | | 

There is nothing ſo proper to turn every 
one to the Grace of God, as To ſearch thy 
own Hearts, and try their ways. This is that 


them known to themſelves: This is God. 
Grace and Gift to Men while they are yet Sin. 
ners and Diſobedient; he doth not with-hol{ 
his Grace, but gives his Grace, and Light, 
and Truth, Even to the Rebellions : He gin 
Gifts to men, even to the Rebellions, that he 
might have a Place and Dwelling among them, 
that they might know there is a God, Thu 
ſearches the Heart, and tries the Reins, and judg. 
eth all Unrighteouſneſs. If God hath given thee 
ſo much Grace, that he might have a Dil. 
ling in thy Heart: Should not that reſtrai 
thee from Sin? That the Devil by his Temp 
tations might not defile thee, and unfit thee 


comes to ſearch the Heart, it is in order t 
the purging of it, and the taking away of li 
quity and Sin, that would unfit thee for his 
Kingdom. This is a better Way, and mort 
excellent than living to the Fleſh, and fulfilling 


much to their own corrupt Wills, in Pride, 


and V/antonneſs, and Looſueſs, and the Vi 
nity of their Minds; they will not find ſo mu Nj 


voiding Sin, and kcepiag themſelves from the 
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This is a more excellent Way; and it is our 
Work and Buſineſs to declare to People this 
more excellent Way, which all, one time or 
other, will confeſs: This is irkſome, will 
ſome ſay, this will abate my Pleaſure and De- 
lights in the World, and ſpoil my ſecular In- 
tereſt: If it were not for this Reaſon, they 
would grant It were better to live a Holy Life, 
and to live in the Fear of God, than live in 
the Service of the Devil; and their carnal In- 
tereſt lies in the way, and weighs down the 
Scale, but it is becauſe thou joineſt with it; 
otherwiſe the Devil, and all the Powers of 
Hell, could not. weigh it down: If People 
would conſider theſe things ſeriouſly, they 
would ſay, it is better to ſerve God, that 
made them, and gave them Life, and Breath, 
and Being, than him that would deſtroy them. 
And then when they meet with the Pleaſures 
and Delights of the World, that the Devil lays 
before them, they would never weigh down 
the Scale againſt a Divine Reaſon ; if thou wilt 
give thy Heart to it, and ſeriouſly conſider it, 
It will weigh down the Scale againſt all Temp- 
tations to live in Sin, and Pleaſure, and Jollity. 
lf thou wilt but join with this Divine Reaſon, 
that tells thee theſe Carnal Pleaſures and En- 
joy ments are not neceſſary for thy Soul; but it 
is neceſſary to live a Holy Heavenly Life, and 
to ſerve the Lord that gave thee Life, and 
Breath, and all Things; that hath vouchſafed 
thee manifold Preſervations: If thou wilt but 
join with the Divine Reaſon, and hearken = 

| that 
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that which opens the Truth in thy own Heart, 
all the Devil can do, cannot make thee ſerye 
him; for the Devil hath no Coertion, no Pop- 
er to force thee to commit Sin; he canngt 
make a Man to work Wickedneis againſt his 
Will; he muſt cloud the Uaceritanding, and 
work upon the Will, and allure and entice the. 
Affections by Earthly Things: So thou canf 
not be forced by the Devil, againſt thy Wil 
to yield to his Temptations, to commit any 
Sin; but thou muſt ſay, I will do ir. 
_ I confeſs, when the Underſtanding is bribed, 
and the Will allured and ſeduced by the Devil's 
Temptations, there is no withſtanding them: 
But on the other Hand, if Men would give up 
themſelves to the Power of God, they would 
have Divine Aſſiſtance; and joining with that 
Power, they would Be more than Conquereri, 
Therefore we cannot but be encouraged to 
keep in the way of the Lord, and have ac- 
quaintance with the Power of God which will 
preſerve you, and give you Victory over all 
the Temptations and Aſſaults of the Devil; 
and without this Power you cannot overcome; 
but if you have the Aſſiſtance of this Power, 
nothing will be too hard for you. When you | 
are in ſtraits, and in a helpleſs condition, you 
y ſometimes, and are ready to cry out, | 
mall not overcome my Spiritual Enemies, [I ſhall 
never get victory over Sin and the World, and 
the Fleſhand the Devil; I ſhall never be able 
to wichſtand his Temptations, but they will 
prevail over me all my days. No Las 
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ae this Concluſion, when you have parted 
ich your Truſt and Dependance on thatPow- 
chat is able to overcome the Devil, and baf - 
him in your Thoughts, Words and Deeds. 
You may be ready to ſay, Alas, of my ſelf 
can do nothing, 1 am not able of my. Self fo 
wh as to think a good Thought ;, yet by Divine 
ſitance,l do many times think good Thoughts: 
nt, that is, in my Fleſh, there dwells nothing 
4 i good Not in my Fleſh abſtraQly 3 ſepa-- 
ite from the Power of God, and the Divine 


ell nothing that 15 good. But if vou take mer 
done that hath Falz in Chriſt tne Mediator x 
Wis Faich embraceth the tender of the Love of 
od in the Redeemer. And when I have this: 
aith, there dwells a good thing in me; and 
om this good thing that dwells in me, there 
os forth good Words and good Actions; then 
du come to be acquainted witha Power great- 
than your own; and if you will truſt in it, 
ou will be able to withſtand Femptations: 
ind when you are tempted to any Sin, you 
ill not be only able to withſtand the Temp- 
ation, but to overcome it too, and to be more 
han Conquerers in your Spiritual. Warfare, 
his rely ing upon, and truſting in the Power 
f Ged, is that which we call Faith; and this 
alth is the Operation of Gd. | 
To ſpeak in plain Words, God: will operate 
pon thy Mind, and make thee know, that this. 
his Power, his Light, and Truth, and Grace, 


fiance vouchſa fed unto me. In my Fleſb 


which he would ſave thee. And after God 
_ hath 
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118 The Dawning of the DO 
hach wrought and operated upon thee in thi 
manner, it is thy Duty then to believe in fa 
to put thy Truſt and Confidence in it, to h 
delivered. But though Faith be offered uu 
me, yet it is not forced upon me; God hat 
offered Faith to all Men; but he doth not fore 
it upon all Men: All have an opportunity of, 
fered to them, if they will but join with i, 


they may have Faith wrought in them, and 1; X 
fitted and prepared for the Kingdom of God, ler 
There are many that are convinced of on 
Truth of the Doctrine that we preach to then aue 
but they do not get into the Power of the b 
Truth; tliey Wu! hear us prezch of the kong 
of Truth, and will hear what this Man fai av 
and what the other Man ſaith; and this wo. 


ſerve their turn, that they may talk of Relig 
on, and make a Profeſſion: But they do notkit 
after that Power that ſhould enable them, 11 
work out their own Salvation. Theſe Perſou 
grow in Knowledge, but they do not groꝶ i 
Grace; they will embrace Truth as far & 
Doctrine and Words will go; they have pr 
feſſed it, and they have ſuffered Reproach iv 
it, and yet they have not received the Trill 
in the Love of it; they cannot reach to tis 
Power of it; they Glory in their Knowledge 
and in their Underſtanding, but they com 
not to that which ſanctifies them; they alt 
not able to reſiſt the Devil, and to ſtands 
gainſt his Temptations; when a Temptatidl 
comes, they join with it, but they cane 
withſtand it: They come to the Knowledg 
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r Truth in Words, but they come not to the 
nom ledge of the Power of it in their Hearts 
ad Minds, ſo as to make them prepared Veſ- 
1; for God's Honour; God is more diſhonour- 
d by them, than by thoſe that never profeſſed 
is Name: They fall into the Temptation of 
he Devil, and never diſcern the Operation of 
od's Power in their own Hearts. 

2. There is another Error as great as this; 
here are a great many that when the Lord's 
Power hath wrought in their Hearts, and they 
ave Truth opened to them in the Power of 
t, yet they have not believed in it. they have 
ot had Faith wrought in their Hearts, they 
ave not truſted in it, nor relied upon the 
Power; ſo they are weak and Feeble, they 
Wave little Faith, which is next to none at all. 
f they have never ſo much Knowledge, how 
Wale can the Devil tempt them to Sin, if 
hey have no Faith; This is the Victory, faith 
he Apoſtle, that overcomes the Morld, even your 
Faith. This is not my Victory, that I ſee the 
dubtilty and Wiles of Satan, and know much; 
ut that which is my Victory is my Faith: My 
ruſt is in the Power of God, and my reliance 
pon him who is God, mightier than all the 
reagth of Men and Devils; that God who 
os my Heart. If I be Faithful to him, 
and rely upon him by Faith, I ſhall reſiſt 
the Devil, and withſtand his Temptations, 

might get Victory over them. 

W This Power you may have by the Goſpel; 
ut then you muſt be true to the Power of it 


$8 
{$8 


ing Mens Hearts, as God opened the Het 


beget Living Deſires in them towards himſeh i 
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in your ſelves; for I do diſtinguiſh betweyg 
the Goſpel, as it is a Doctrine and Way 
preacked, and an Inviſible Dvine Power work 
ing upon Men by the Preaching of the Gp, 
pel; you will all hear the Goſpel preachel, 
though you be never ſo proud and huffy, aq 
you will ſay it is true; dut you can nerer 
come to the ſaving Knowledge of the Goſyy 
it ſelf, 'till you find it working inwardly up 
on your ſelves. f | 
We do not pretend to any Power of open: 


of Lydia; but when People coine to. wait up 
on God with a Serious and Religious Mind, 
you will find the Power of the Word work 
ing effectually upon you, and ſo the Goſpiil 
will become the Power of God to your Salvatin, Wk 
This is, and ſhall be my Prayer, for all Rel. 
gious Aſſemblies, that the Lord will be pl WM 
{ed to teach them, by his inviſible Word, ail 


and bring them to an Eſteem of Holineſs au 


Righteouſneſs, that they may adorn the Goſpd hn 


of Ghrift, by living Goſpel-Lives ; for want 
this, what Diſhonour have Men brought to 
God, and what Reproach upon the Goſpel: 
O that People would come to hear the Word 
preached with deſire to profit by it, and aj, 
Lord, do me ſome Good this Day, give me 
powerful refreſhing Viſitation at this time; 
give me ſome Living Experience of thy A= 
mighty Power working upon my Heart, th 
1 may not be led by this Man's Word, * : 

| ns 
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an's Opinion; for if they miſtake, I ſhall 
e miſtaken : But if I build my Faith upon 
nat God in his Word reveals to me, I ſhall 
fallibly know what lam to believe and pra- 
dice, aud | ſhall receive from God ſome good 
hing, and 1 ſhall k-ow what is the good and ac- 
eptable will of God; | ſhall find that there is 
dower in the Goſpel for building me up in my 
% Holy Faith, and that it is Mighty, through 
od, for the pulling ac of the ſtrong holds of Sin 
„Satan, and 1 thall fee the Salvation of God 
ght near to me. N 

Wen the Goſpel becomes the Power of 
od, and worketh upon the Hearts of Men 
by the Operation of the Divine Power, they 
may diſtioguiſh between that Faith that is 
Wuilt upon the Declarations of Men, and that 
ich is wrought by the Revelation and Diſ- 
Wovery of the Mind of God in their Souls; 
his is that which we may bottom upon, and 
Wave an Anchor {ure and ſtedfaſt in their own 
Pouls; when we depend upon Chriſt, the Rock 
Ace,, both of this Age, and all other Ages, 
ny Faith muſt be placed upon him; and when 
hear the Word of a Man, I muſt have an Eye 
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"WE God, that he will reveal his Power in my 
ert; this will make me believe in the Lord 
eas Chriſt, and to receive that in afted Word 
iich is able to ſave my Soul : | Ralf not only 


Hear the Word, but live in obedience to it. 
What ſignifies it to make a Profeſſion that I 
Have the Light within, if I do not give Obe- 
Nience to it? For without that, it is all Hy- 
pocriſie, 
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pocriſie; all Pretence to Holineſs, Righteqy 
neſs, Mortification, is but Hy pocriſie, any fr 
ther chan we find the Power of Truth Making 
an Impreſſion upon our Hearts and Mindy 
bringing us to the Obedience of Faith, KM 
Let them therefore that profeſs Righteouſ, 
neſs, lire Righteouſly ; and they that hear tu 
Goſpel, live in Obedience to it; and thok 


that profeſs to be Chriſtians, let them in G 
like Chriſtians indeed: When every one cone N 
to know within himſelf, ſo far as the Goſpi r! 
hath ſhined upon him, that they have receive | 
the Truth in the Love of it, and love till b. 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, and are obedient to gs, 
Goſpel, they ſhall know the Salvation of e 
There is a Diſcovery of God's Power in Mu 
Goſpel, and there is a Believing of it, andi 
Hoping in it; this is that which belongs tide 
a Chriſtian, this is the Beginning and the fen 
Step to a Chriſtian Life; we muſt believe Meli 
Chriſt ; for without Egith it is impoſſible to ie 
God. He that belyWeth, ſhould be careful viz 
walk in the Truth that he hath received, d 
then he ſhall have a Teſtimony of the Poο⁰ i 
and Vertue of it in his own Soul. This Veer 
tue and Power, if he joins with it, hath tip: 
Government of his Heart and Life, and give 
him Victory over the World, and the Ten 
tations of Satan. N 
You know in the Primitive times there wei: 
Believers that not only held Faith, but h,, 
by Faith; and by that Faith they got Vice 
over all the Allurements, and Pleaſures, au 


Vanitie 


of Grace and Salvation. 123 
anities of the World. I have fought a good 
chr, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. I have 
| ie d my Courſe, J have kept the Faith, hence 
ith is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
ich the Lord, the Righteous Judge, ſhall give 
+ at that Day, and not to me only, but unto all 
em alſo that love his appearing. I have got the 
jctory, and there remalns an Eternal Weight 
Glory for me. ; 
My Friends, this is our Ambition, and all 
Labour among you, that you may be built 
in your moſt Holy Faith, that you may 
brought home to Chriſt, in all your Meet- 
gs, and gatherings together; you ſhould de- 
Wc co be enriched with Faith, and to have 
ur own Store-houſe filled with all the Fruits 
W the Spirit, and not only ſeek for the Know- 
age of the Truth, but be ſubſe& and obe- 
ent to what you know; otherwiſe by your 
Wcligion, you will but hurt your ſelves. And 
Wc Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pet. 1. 12. ſpeaks of know- 
Ws the Truth, and of being eſtabliſhed in it, 
d of ſome that, after they had eſcaped the Pal- 
ens of the World, through the knowledge of our + 
end and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, they are again 
eangled therein, and overcome, and the latter 
with them is worſe than the beginning; for it 
Wd beer better for them not to have known the way 
Righteouſneſs, than after they have known it, to 
rn from the Holy Commandment delivered un- 
them. There is a Power goes along with 
Wc Preaching of the Goſpel, that will enable 
u to do what you know; the Goſpel is a 
1 5 | Powerful 


I F> aw cp» 


| 


—— 


n— —ů 


124 The Dawning of the Day 
Powerful Doctrine, whether you know itt 
not, or whether you ſubmit to it or not, 
pray remember that God's People are a nil 
People in the Day of his Power, they are a cem 
fort of People that are devoted to God, af 
ſubmit all their Worldly Honours, Intereh 
Profits and Pleaſures to the Pleaſure of cul 
and deſire no other Pleaſure or Happineꝶ wii 
to enjoy his Preſence and Favour; they of 
ſatisfied with this, and they are a happy be 
ple, being made a willing People in the Dy 
God's Power; they are willing to deny tig 
ſelves, to take vp a Daily-Croſs, and to fi 
low Chriſt, and have Salvation upon his Ten 
There are a great many Profeſſors that u 
Notions, and out- ſide Appearances, butthy 
want that Vertue, and Life, and Power, ui 
ſhould ſettle them in Religion, and a l 
of the Truth. The Lord that knows wi 
Hearts, knows that our Labour and Tram 
mong you hath been deſigned for your g 
and that our Hearts deſire is, that you mai 
Javed in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, We wolf 
have People conſider, and attend and lll 


what God ſpeaks, and remember what WW © 
hath taught you by the Miniſters of the Gulf Al 
pel: We have all Ears te hear, let us tha 
God for that; bleſled be God that there vl © 
Power and an Ability of hearing with ann 
ward Ear; but there are many that wii ul 8 
ſo much as give the hearing to what mvp" 
from the Lord be ſpoken to them: * 
hath Ears to hear, let him hear what the i 7 
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ith to the Churches; and what he ſaith to his 
vn Soul; hear what the Spirit faith of your 
mn State and Condition; if it be good, bleſs 
od for it; are you in ſo good a Condition, 
at you have no Trouble, no Diſtreſs to la- 
Went, no Wants to ſupply, bleſſed are you 
at have none; but if you find that you have 
ne amiſs, and if the Lord ſhould call you 
is Night to give up your Account, the 
rd hath a great deal againſt you, I am ſure; 
| tell you it is your Duty to turn to the 
d with unfeigned Repentance, that thro? 
Wiiſt Jeſus, you may receive Pardon and Re- 
ion of all your Sins, and hear what the 
irit ſaith to your ſelves, and in your ſelves. 
pray come and make it your Work and Buſi- 
Wi the reſt of the time you have to live, to 
ont your Salvation with Fear and Trembling, 
t when Chriſt comes, you may ſay, Come 
4 Jus, come quickly, purifie me and ſancti- 
me, and prepare me to be preſented to the 
ner without ſpot, and blameleſs; the Day is 
ning chat this will be the deſire of every, 
ſc of you, MW SES | ESE, 
And it is the earneſt Breathing and Deſire 
my Soul, that every one of you may have 
eye unte the Lord, and he will look down 
m Heaven, and have regard to the Cry and 
Sighing of the Needy Soul. God will a- 
e, and find out the People that breathe af- 
bim, and that deſire to be reconciled to 
Al" through the Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt ; the 
ard loverh to find out ſuch a People, and 1 
N | at 
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am glad to preach to ſuch a People the ply 
Tidings of the Goſpel, and to teach, a8 C0 
hath taught me; Good and Upright is the Lord 
therefore will he teach and guide you in the y 
which you ſhould go. Walk humbly with Col; 
he will reſiſt the Proud, but be will give Gray 
unto the Humble, Walk uprightly before th 
Lord in this Goſpel-day that ſhines upon youll 
love the Appearance of God, and prize ii 
though it hath not been ſo gloroius to 30 
as to ſome others, yet deſpiſe not the Day if 
Jmall Things, live in Subjection to that Crug 
that the Lord hath given you; and the Lol 
will give you more Grace, and pour: oli 
his Spirit, and multiply his Bleſſings upon youll 
the Lord hath begun a good work in you, audi 
will carry it on to the day of Chriſt, and wi 
vouchſafe to bring the Glorious Day of lili 
Viſitation upon you. Tn 41.8 
To the Lord | leave you, to his Favor 
Protection I commit you; remember that tha 
is no Salvation but by Jeſus: Chriſt, and now 
to be had by Chriſt, till you come to bel 
in him; to him chat ſearcheth the Heart, ui 
tries the Reins, that pardoneth Iniquity, Tran 
greſſion and Sin, for the ſake of -Chriſt |n__M 
the Mediator, to him I do commit you, wil 
doubting but that he that hath begun a zl 
Work in you, will at laſt compleat and ul 
it to his own Praiſe and your Salvation. 
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My Friends, 


T is Man's great Happineſs i in this World 
o have Acquaintance with God, with the 
Jord that made him, from whom he hath Life | 
d Breath here, and his Eternal Welfare here- Ki 
Fer; this doubtleſs every one will acknow⸗ 11 
ge one time or other, that Peace with Go 
7 a great Jewel, and the beſt Eſtate and Rich- 
. it is the great deſire of every one, that 
1 ey may attain to this one time or other; and 
ere is a great Neglect of Happineſs among 
e ons and Daughters of Men, in not ſeeking: 
it, and not en to attain it while it 
to be had; Oh! how many trifle away their 
e about fading and periſhing Objects, and 
ey know at the ſame inſtant that they are 
t deſtitute of the Favour of God, and Peace 
th him. Oh, Friends, the very Thoughts and 
Paſideration of the worth of this Jewel, and 
the Miſery of being without it, and the 
ccertainty of our Time while it is to be at“ 
ed, might put every one upon a ſerious 
| N 2 diligent | 
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diligent Enquiry after the way and men 
whereby they might attain it, that ſo they 
miele have a Reſting- place for their 80 
and Satisfaction to their inward Man, that j 
ſhall go well with them, when time ſhall h 
no more. MITT _.,, - 
And they that come to this Conſideration Wi 
and are reſolved in their Hearts and Mind 
that they will labour after this, and ſet chi 
whole Endeavour after it, they will in the f 
Place ſeek the Kingdom of God, and the Rg 
ouſneſs thereof: Theſe do need a daily EA 
ragement in their way to Heaven, and thi 
is nothing on the Lord's part wanting to {dh 
Souls, but that they may attain their deſire" 
But, alas, this hath been, and is ſtil the nM 
ſery of thouſands, they are ſeeking after Pei 
with God, but they err in the way to it, tn 
do not ſeek in that Way, nor take hold oft. 
Methods, by, and through which God hall 
promiſed Peace; you ſhall ſcarce meet ill 
any Body, but they would have Eternal LNG. 
and Peace with God; we ſhall not neei i 
perſwade People to wiſh for, and to deſire ui 
have Peace wich God when they ſhall come 1 
die, and lay down their Heads in the DW 
There is not a Balaam, but he deſires to ann 
the Death of the Righteous, and that his laſt ul 
may be like bis: There is not a Scribe, or ul 
riſee, or any that profeſs Religion, but il 
are ſeeking Eternal Life. The Lord Jeſus... 
witneſs concerning them, that they were UM... 
envious, proud, perſecutiog People, yet ＋ 3 
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er did ſeek after Eternal Life, and they 
| itched upon ſome Methods and Ways where- 
ey chought to get and enjoy it; but all 


his was Error ſtill, they were out of the way 
f attaining, it, and ſo are a great many Peo- 
le at this very Day; they are in a State and 
Wondition wherein they are never like to en- 
y it; the Methods and the Ways that they 
e choſen to themfelves, to find Eternak 


ever anfver the end. 

And God hath been pleaſed to diſcover to us 
e many By-ways that People have choſen 
ad ſcek Peace with God by; therefore we are 
Willing at all times, to ſhew People their Er- 
dr in theſe great matters of higheſt concern- 
eat to them. If they did err in their way 
ſeekiag to obtain ſome earthly good, and 
iſed their end, they know the Price of it, 


s but a loſs of ſo much, which if they had 
ena right Courſe, they might have atttain- 
bot it is an unſpeakable Loſs, an ineſti- 
ole Los, if they loſe Peace with God; and 
| | oy TON and Labour they are at to ob- 
mit. 
; l beſeech you, Friends, conſider theſe things, 
e arc of great weight, and you will ſay fo 
e day or other; for, ſaith our Saviour, what 
1 Ii profit a Man to gain the while World, and 
r 6 his own Soul? Or what ſhall a Aan give in ex*- 


ata Man hath not made Proviſion for his 
ob that he hath not a Place of Reſt for 
i N 3 


— 


— 
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Wife by, and to obtain Peace with God, will 


ange for his Sul? O how ſad is it to conſider, 


his. 
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his Immortal Soul, and that the Arms of t 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt are not open to receivehy 
Soul, when his Body can retain it no longgr! 
If this be a Man's State when he comes lf 
die, it had been better for him that he hy 
never been born; Men may live and pathelf 
Riches, and enjoy a plentiful Eſtate; but! 
they be deſtitute of the Favour. of God, ali 
Peace with him, what will they do vi 
theſe periſhing Enjoyments? They can 
poſſibly ſatisfie themſelves with theſe tra 
tery viſible Things; but if theſe Perſons oi 
mind their Bodies, and neglect their Souls, wil 
they not live like the Beaſts that periſh? Twill 
' Beaſt ſecks after his Meat, and when he f 
it, he eats it with delight and Pleaſure, a 
in a little while he lies down and dies, ail 
there is an end; fo it is with carelefs Soi 
that have no regard to their future State; 
they ſay, Let us Eat, and Drink, and be Ml 
Jer to Aorrow we ſhall Die. F 
Oh that every one of us here did apply a 
Hearts ſeriouſly to the conſideration of til 
weight of theſe things that concern our EH 
nal State; it Perſons did this, then they mig 
come to an Enquiry into their own Souls, will 
Method and Way is moſt ſafe for the att 
ing of ſo Bleſſed an end. For you know thei 
are abundance of People, if you look up all 
down in. the World, you will ſee rs ; 
almoſt hunting up and down in ſome way 
Religion or other, and are engaged in RH 
gious Performances, What is the matter? au 
Wau 


ould your have? We would have Peace with: 
od here, and Everlaſting Reſt hereafter in 


i nere 
e kingdom of Heaven, that we would have. 
ss have the Nations been ſcattered au 


ien up and down in the purfuit of Happi- 
els and Satisfaction. | „ 
There is a general Belief amongſt People, 


at chere is a Heaven, and a Hell, and that 
ey muſt have their part in one of them; 
ere are none that deſtre a Portion in the 


ale that burns with Fire and Primſtone. Thoſe 
Wrophane Wretches that cry to God to damn 
em, they do not mean what they ſpeak; Wl 
ey would be faved for all that; every one | 
il cry at laſt; Lord have Mercy upon me, 1 
be bath but time to ſay ſo: Let us cry, I 
Word have Mercy upon me now, Lord beſtow 
Dy Favour upon me, Lord lift up the Light of 
Countenance upon me, Lord touch my. hard 


eart, and ſoften it, and break it by the Paw-- l 

of thy spirit; open mine eyes, that I may ſee 1 
wonderful things of thy Law; open mine Ears, 4 
at 1 may hear thy Voice. It is good for 4 


ople to make uſe of time while they have it; 
W:0oſocver calls upon the Name of the Lord 
Wal be ſaved, and God will peur out his wrath 
* theſe that call not upon his Name. e that 
is upon the Name of the Lord, ſhall be ſa- 
d; and God gives great Encouragement to: 
ople to ſeek after him. ; 
bet mean you by” ſeeking after God? E 
e gone to Church, and ſaid my Prayers, I. 
ve gone in that way which my Fathers have 
N. 4. led: 
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bh 4 led me, and directed me, I hope I ſhall f 5 
3 |; Mercyat lait; I am a Believer, I believe | 
. Jeſus Chriſt that died for my Sins, and nl F 


again for my Juſtification ; I hope, thro 
the Merits of Jefis Chriſt, I ſhall be fan 
What mean you by ſeeking after the Lori 
i Do not we all hear of him, and pray to hu 
11 every Day? at: 
Wis Is there any thing more common than ti. 
that People ſpeak to one another generally ai: 
bout; as for the general knowledge of Galli 
you and I may ſee to our forrow, that a gu 
many cry Lord, Lord, that are never like 
enter into the Kingdom of God. If all thlif 
take the Name of God in their Mouths, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, it wall 
bea very foul Kingdom: If all the Dru 
ards and Whoremongers of England, andi 
prophane ungodly Perſons, that will take wil 
Name of God in their Mouths, ſhould ett 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, it would bl 
very unclean and impure Kingdom ther 
nothing enters there that is unclean, that 1 
 *bominable, that loveth to make a lie. 80 tl 
there muſt Le ſome more peculiar People til 
Mall haveanabundant Enterance into the Rig 
dom of God, and there muſt be ſomething wal 
will entitle them to it. For you may rem 
ber our Saviour ſaith, No Man knoweth the Fall 
but the Son, and he to whom the Son ſhall ren 
him. So much as may be known of God 
Works, you and I may know, without the il 
- xelation of Chriſt ; we need not wait for tu 
IE 7 Knowledge 
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hl. ledge, we can have it by Books, we 
have it by Chriſt's Revelation. Nothing 
no... ſerve ſome in our Saviour's time but 


mw ernal Life; and our Lord Jeſus bids them 

Wc the Scriptures, for-in them ( ſaith he) 5 A: 
o have Eternal Life, and they are they which W || 
uw: / me. Vet for all the Profeſſion they | 


ade, he tells them, No Mar bath ſeen God an 
time, neither ſeen his ſhape, nor heard his 
.; they were Strangers to God, though: 
cy had a general Knowledge of God. | 
so it is at this Day, there is a generaÞ | 
owledge of God, and People hope to attain: l 
W:cc with God, and Eternal Life. Their Pa- 1 
Wits and their Tutors have inſtructed then Ki 
the Principles of Chriſtianity, and about the 
tributes of God; but all this will not bring 
lan to a Saving- knowledge of: God, and: 
WE conciliation with him: For'a Man that is 
wicked as the Devil can make him, knows. : 
cc things, and yet may be a Servant of the 1 
WF" ,aud do his Work; he is not born again, | 
d become a Chiid; by all his External Know- | | 
ee. Now he that defires to come to the. 

e Saving Knowledge of God, our Saviour: 

Ich told us, That none know the Father but tbe 1 
„ and him to whom the Son will reveal him; SV] 
Wt s a ſure way to come tothe true Know- 1 
ae of God by Jeſus Chriſt; he hath the 
that openeth the Heart, and he- will bring? 
co the true Knowledge of God the Father 
bath the Rey of of David, which openet h, 


e duet; and ſuiteiſ, and ne Ales 
90 f TY odenteh⸗ 
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openeth: He can bring us to behold the Gl 
of God in his own Face; without him me 
never like to come to the Saving-knowley 
of God. | e 
Poor Man is in a lapſed fallen State, hel 
fallen inte Sin, and is in a State of Alienatu 
from God, and therefore he cannot come: 
him but by a Mediator; There is one Mediay 
letween God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jl 
and he muſt make Peace for him, elſe he wil 
never have it: How then. ſhall we come tif 
Chriſt, if he is-the only means, and there] 
no other by which we may come to the Knop 
ledge of God, as the Scripture ſpeaks ? Hen 
ken to it, how may we come to Chriſt] 
anſwer, You will never come to him, if 
firſt come not to you, you. will never be a} 
to do it. It is not coming to Chriſt, wh 
you ſay, you do believe that Chriſt died at 
roſe again, and-afceaded up into Heaven, a 
fits at the Right Hand of God, and lives 
ever to make Interceſſion for his People, al 
to read thoſe Words and Doctrines whit 
he preached up and down. at Meetings, al 
folemn Aſſemblies; but if yon believe thath 
is the External Son of God, and the Aula 
Eternal Salvation to all that obey him, you n 
come to him, and entirely give up you ſl 


to his Glory and Service; without this, jul 


N 


cannot come to him, nor will he bring jo 
to the Father: Chriſt is come near to 6 


ſtands at the Door of our Hearts, an 
ſtands and knocks 3 Behold, that- is. a Wi J 


e IG 


. Ea; 
ki 


— 
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at calls for Attention, for People to take- 
otice of. Behold, 1 ſtand, at the Door and knock, . 
hat doſt thou knock for? Saith Chriſt, Thar- 


any Man open, I will come and Sup with bim, . 


4 we will make our Abode with-him.. 

Now People are loth to be at this Pains and 

Mr omble, to open the Door of their Hearts to- 

it, or they will not believe it is Chriſt: 

at knocks, and that rebukes and checks them, 
ea they refuſed to open to them; when 


a their Sia, and doth condemn them tha 
ey cannot be at quiet; they will never 
tiere that this is Chriſt: How can this be- 
ri, ſay they? He is aſcended up to Hea- 
, and he is at the. Right Hand of God the 
ther: Will you make me believe that this 

briſt knocking at the door of my Heart, E. 


% you believe that I am he, you ſhall die in 
_ 5 ::For there is no body elſe can help. 
out of them. „ 
here is a twofold Conſideration that we 
to have of Chriſt; one is, as he is fade + 
1 Woman made under the. Law's and another 
deration of Chriſt is, as he is the Eter- 
ns 2 of God. Men have very groſs Thoughts 
WC::il;to think; that becauſe he is in Hea- 
= :.rcfore he cannot be here too: They 
are him by themſelves; they know be- 
ee Lede, rede be dae 

.. = 


ou mayſt open the Door of thy Heart; er 


be with me, and my Father will come to him, 


i y find ſomething within that reproves them 


not believe it: But what faith our Saviour, 
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zus Now your own Reaſon wilt tell you, | | 


_ ther Way to approach to him: If Crit kal 


be at Tork at the ſame time. Thus theſe hie 
object, Chriſt is in Heaven, How can he he 
here? His Doctrine and Precepts are here, k 
us make uſe of them all; he will come api 
at the Day of judgment; but there is a Dy 
of Judgment: Doth not he judge you now? 


ts the Searcher of Hearts, and the Trier of 1 
Reins, ſo that thou canſt not think an if 
Thought but he will tell thee of it; he ff 
nearer to thee than the Wife of thy Boson 
or thy Husband that is near ta thee : Husbagf 
and Wife may think an ill Thought, bu 
they cannot tell one another of it; but C 
is one that comes ſo near thee, that d 
canſt not conceive an ill Thought againſtthin 
Neighbour, but he will tell thce of it. 

This is the Lord Chriſt, as a Spirit, a quick 
ning Spirit, ho is made manifeſt in the Fleuq 
Ele hath given to every man a mcaſure of the g 
rit to profit withall: The Grace of God whil 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all na 
Notwithſtanding the Diſtintion of Learnd 
Men between Common Grace and Spirit 
Grace; this Grace that brings Salvation, hi 
appeared to all men: This Manifeſtation of tl 
Spirit and Light within, we have from Chill 
Theſe are the Ways and Methods that hi 
Lord Chriſt hath taken to approach near ui 
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2 


this be the Way and Means that Chriſt tag 
to approach near to us, we cannot take a 
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en (1 fay ) this Way to approach to us, 
che Light and Manifeſtation of his own | 
WW icic, which convinceth us of Sin: If this 
io Chriſt's way of coming to us, there can 
no other way of our coming to him, but 
ce ſame Method of his Grace. He faith, 
5 have the Light, believe in the Light. L have 
Ae Light, 1 am Ealightned, there is fome- 
Wing that Diſcovereth my evil Thoughts: 


y muſt I believe in the Light? That you | 
Wy be the Children of Light, as our Savi- | 
r ſpeaks, They that are the Children of the 1 


echt ſhall have it for their Inheritance; and 14 
ey that are Children of Darkneſs, muſt have 1 
arknefs for their Inheritance: While we | 
Eve the Light, we muſt believe in it, and 1 


Je ſhall be made Children of the Light: God 
th ſent his Son, and the Son hath ſent his 
irit and his Heavenly Grace into our Hearts, 
Wat we may draw near to him, and be di- 
ed how to attain Acquaintance with him, 
d to do that which pleafeth God, and come 
be in Union with him, and do the Works 
Wn God. This is that which God requires of 
a, Tt we will believe on him whom he hath ſent; 
at we may embrace the Light, and believe 
the Light, in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Pray what do you mean by believing ? There 
vs ſomething within me Checks and Reproves 
e for Sin, and calls me off from it, and bids 
oe turn over a new Leaf: Muſt | hearken to 


is? is this that which you mean by believing? 
do this degree of believing, they _— 
2 ; : | | 1 * 
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je& it it now, ſhall believe it hereafter; 
al the World at laſt, and the Damned i 
Hell, ſhall certainly confeſs, that there wy 
Grace, and Light, and Means afforded to then, 
and they might have gone farther, and eſcape 
that Miſery that they are fallen into. 
But there is a more precious Faith that( 
would have you partake of, a Feb charm 
eth by Love. Since the Lord hath been ſo pry 
cious-as to extend his. Mercy and Love ton 
Lam ſo taken with the Love of God, that 
will be obedient to him; this Faith tes wh | 
eth by Love, is the Faith-of God's Elect; thut i 
which we may obtain Victory over our 24 = 
fions and Luſts, and over Satan and the Snary 
of the World; when we are come to cla 
with the Grace of God, and to believe i 
Chriſt; this is well: But we muſt alſo pick 
Obedience and Subjection. Vet when Fail 
hath brought forth Obedience, 2% cannot ip 
juffified by it, you cannot be ſaved by you 
4 bi but Chriſt alone: He is the Aal 
«nd Finiſher of our Faith, aud a Mediator fron 
firſt to laſt. 
Now all that come to cloſe wich: the a 
pearance-of Chriſt in their own. Heart, thy 
have laid: hold of the Method, appointed tl 
their coming co him, It is Chriſt they mu 
hear; he is come ſo near to Men that 1 1 
may hear his Voice, and hear him tell us ono 
very Thoughts. Why ſhould. not 1 en 1 
him when he checks me and reproves me ſo | ; 
Sin? He comes car and. tells me-that-1 4 : 
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one amiſs; Lord, I have done Iniquicy, I 


il do fo no more. Thus Chriſt Converſeth 
ith his People, and doth not only check and 


"a o * 
prove them, when they do that which. is 
i, but perſwades them. and enables them to 


p Good, He is a Mediator, he is a middle. 
ron, and hata taken Fleſk upon. him, that 
might reconcile them to God, that do-be-. 
ve in him. | 5 
Now, when we come to have Acqua intance 
ith God, and have choſen him to be our 
od, he teaches us to do what. is good, and 
proves us tor what evil we have done. Who- 
In chuſe a better Guide, to lead him into Ac> 
aintance with God, than Chriſt that is con- 
rſant with us, piercing into our Thoughts, 
Id ſpeaking to us? L may hear him with 
e lnward Ear of my Heart, when 1 do Evil 
checks me for it, aud tells me the thing, 
ſhould ſeek is of ineſtimable Value; and if, 
rough my Uabelief and Careleſneſs I miſs- 14 
it, it had been better for me that I had. 
ver been born; now we are in the way f 
ming to receive the end of our Faith, the- 
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vation of our Souls, let us not negletk ſo great I] 
tion. No Man can fave himſelf, nor I] 
ee che Soul of his Brother, nor. find a Ran- Fi 


n, nor procure an Offering for the expia- 
e of his Sin; therefore let every one that 
Would have his. Sin expiated and pardoned; 
d cannot be ſatisfied and quieted till he hath. 
ace with God; let him come. to Chriſt, 

e Mediator, and come with Faich and Truth: F| 
: in F| 
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in the inward Parts, and ſubmit to him, 2 
be willing to be ruPd by him, then Chrif mil 
fave him, and preſent him without ſpot and jj, 
miſh to his Father. | TERM 
Conſider that thoſe that are the People q 
God, are led by the Spirit of God; and the 
have miſſed their way to Reconciliation vidi 


God, that love any other way, or think ils 


come to God any other way than by [eſy 
the Mediator, their Labour will be lol 
Therefore I muſt exhort and perſwade jalif 
that are out of the way, that you would 
God's Method, and come into God's Wall 
The Terms, I have told you, are made 
ready; the Bargain is not to make non, iii 
will give you ſo much to be at Peace wil 
God, or I will part with this or the oth 
thing that is dear to me. No, the Age 
ment is made between God and Chriſt, an 
his Covering is ordered in all things, aud ſun; 
and his Covenant ſtands ſure with none, bull 
thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus. There wal 


Covenant made with Abraham ; In thy Seed WR © 
all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. The Pi 
miſe is made to the Seed, that is, to thoſe ti 


are in Chriſt; the Faithful are counted t 


Seed; now the Faithful are thoſe that are oil 


bedient to Chriſt, who is the Seed of the p 
miſe, in whom: all the Families of the Furth 


bleſſed. They. muſt come to Chriſt the Se 
they muſt not rebel againſt him, they mil 


come to him, and believe in him; be ther 
- never ſo many: Nations and Families in 2 7 


7orld, tlie Promiſe! is not to them, but te as 
any 4s the Lora our God | ſhall call © 
Here is the way for People to lay hold of, 
coming into Acquaintance with God, 
ich is of ſo great neceſſity before they die, 
ey muſt come to Chriſt himſelf by his Spi- 
in their own Hearts. We need not go to 


q and the other Learned Man, and enquire 
this and the other ſort of People; but we 


ſt cry to God for help and direction, and 
me unto him, and give up all the Powers 
Wd Faculties of our Souls to him, to be go- 
Wrned by him: God will have Servants that 
Il be obedient to him; if ever we come to 


rain Salvation, we muſt have another Ma- 
r, one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, | muſt 
me under the Government of Chriſt, and 
muſt lead me, and rule me, if 1 will be a 


When People come to ſee there is no effectu- 
way, but ſubmitting to the Grace of God 
their own Hearts, and yielding themſelves 
to the Dictates of the Spirit of Chriſt in 
eir Souls; when they come to this, there 
many Hazards and Difficulties to be en- 
Wunter'd wich; there is the Appearance of 
We Croſs of Chriſt, and we mult take up this 
oss if we will fellow Chriſt, and be obedi- 
ein all things unto him. This is that which 
Wt! kill all my Pleaſures, lay waſte allmy Re- 
ion, and deftroy all my Hopes; I mult be 
ea Man that hath built a Howſe without a 
Dad Foundation; 1 muſt pull it all down 
4 . again, 
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gain, and I muſt come toi build up gau 


on a new Foundation. 
Here many have turned aſide, the Croß 
Chriſt hath ſeemed to them fo ſharp, and n 
and intolerable, that they could not ben! 
they would not be at the charge of ſucha g 
ligiomz what muſt | part with amy Delig 
and my beloved Lufts and Fleafures, andy 
my Intereſts in the World for Chriſt? 1/o 
not part with theſe, theſe things lie in g 
way, I muſt rather loſe my Soul-thanygy 
with what is ſo. grateful to nie, and join i; 
the Light of mine own Conſcience; and d 
Truth in my inward Parts? What mult z 
I have fo much as liberty of Thought? Whill 
muſt my Thoughts be regulated by that whit 
is fo croſs and repugnant to my Mind ? Mu 
throw out all evil Thoughts out of my Heu 
and ſuffer none hut good Thoughts to rem 
there? Who can ſtand here? Who can bal 
ſuch ſtrictneſs as this? Rather than end 
this, I will chuſe to loſe my Soul; many 
loft the Truth on this account, and many 
in danger to loſe their Souls. 
If there be in you, Sirs, any defire of feu 
with God, that you may not go hence beim 
you have attained it, take hold of the preſuſ 
opportunity; Hardneſs of Heart is a deſpera 
Plague, it comes from a long obſtinate cg 
tinuance in Sin; when we have withſtood ia 
day of God's Patience and Long- Suffering, a 
grieved the Hely Spirit of God; then God gag 
us up to our own Hearts Lujts, becauſe we "lp. 
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„ear ken to the voice of the Charmer, charm he 
er ſo wiſely, when we ſtop our ears, and will 
attend to the Calls of God; When Men 
go on, and nothing can ſtop them, in 
career of their Luſts and Pleaſures, but 
r will retain their Carnal Delight and 
endſnip with the World; this Hardnefs of 
1r7tis a deſperate Plague; take heed. of it, 
t it doth not overtake you, and bring 
ine and Deſtruct ion upon yon: Conſider the 
tence and Tong- Suffering of God, and let his 
dneſ: lead you ro Repentance : Conſider God 
waited to be gracious to you, he bath exer- 
d mul: I,996-Suffering and Patience towards 
- whereas he might have cut you off long 
, and given you your Portion with the 
nnd iz Hell; but he hath hearkened to 
Mediator that hath pleaded for you, he 
h extended his Patience and Long-Suffering 
be Wicked and Rebellious alſo; and for this 
02, the Apoſtle tells us, that Chriſt is 
_ 5:7 ef all Men, eſpecially of them that 

lee. a | | BY 

ow the Patience and Long- Suffering of 
d hath been lengthened out to all, and we 
e not improved it. Conſcience hath been 
ible of the inward Stroaks and Rebukes of 
d tor Sin, and of the inward Calls of his 
ace to bring us to Repentance; but we 
ve not regarded theſe Calls, nor hearkened 
the Voice of God, ſo as to hear, that our 
uls might live; O let us not put off our 
pentauce any longer: But to day, while it 5 
called 


144 The Excellency of Peace with, | 
called to day, let us hear his voice, and hp 
not our hearts, but be of a tender heart | 
our Hearts be foftned, and tendered will” 
the Word of God, and under the Strozk; 
his Judgment. If ever the Lord bring 1 
under a tender frame, you will receive 1 
Word of God with Meekneſs, and mix} 
with Faith; then it will work effeQuzlyj 
the amendment of your Lives; it will yg 
Faith in thoſe that are Unbelievers, of 
ſtrengthen the Faith of thoſe that hi 
Then we ſhall have cauſe to bleſs the 1 
and Praiſe and Maguifie his Great Nan: 
his Patience, Long-Suffering and Mercy, wii 
at this Day he hath lengthened out, andy 
cCiouſly extended to us. 
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Sermon X. 


True Chriſtianity. 


Preached in Grace-Church- Street, April 
1692, | I 


>.” 2 
"af Jes V7 
3 EE; 7775 
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THE Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Reli 


was for this purpoſe, that Holineſs al 
Righteouſneſs might be brought fort in ll 
Earth 3 that God through his Son, Jeſus Chim 
might take delight in the Sons and Dal 

| | 8 . * 
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« of Men, that they be reconciled to him; 
hat which the Law could not do, by reaſon of 
weakneſs, God hath had a purpoſe, to do by his 
and to him he gave all Power in Heaven and 
th; that thereby he might be enabled to 
WE form the great Work of God, in. eſtabliſh- 
Righteouſneſs, and in bringing forth a 
ly People to, ſerve a Holy God. This is 
great bleſſing that is come to us, and to all 
kind, through- our bleſſed Lord and Sar 
rr, jeſus Chriſt, that came to turn every one 
WW: the evil of their ways. That is the Way 
Method by which our Lord Jeſus accom- 
Wd the End of his coming, and the Will 
his Heavenly Father; Moſes and all his 
iſhings, and Offerings, and Sacrifices, cquld 
make clean and purge the Conſcience 3 
| by all his Offerings and Sacrifices, he 
1d not reconcile us to God: But Jeſus, by 
Once Offering himſelf, did for ever perfect them 
t are ſanctified; and by one Offering reconciled - 
to the Father, and ſo brings forth a Holy 
neration unto God, through Regeneration 
| the Sanctification of the Spirit. 1 
and freeing the Lord hath been pleaſed in 
> Riches of his Grace, to open this new 
d living way, for Man's returning again in- 
Unity and Fellowſhip with his Maker. The 
pc Queſtion, my Friends, that 1 would put 
you on the behalf of God, is for all of you 
a conſider, Whether it is not beſt for every 
WE of us to lay hold of Salvation, to lay hold 1 
chat Bleſſing wherewith the Lord bath 4 
3 T 
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bleſſed vs, that ſo the principal Inſtitutz 
Chriſtiam ty, might not only be ory 
noiſed, but might come to be enjoyed 
witneſſed in every one of our on Sons; h 
that all might wait with expectation onj 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for fulfilling of tub gt 
Work in themſelves. . 1 
There is a general Notion among pe 
that Heaven is a Holy Place, and that! 
thing that is unclean can enter into it toi 
a Habitation there, when time in this Wl 
ſnall be no more with us; and that time vi 
we have given us, I am _ ſure is given wil 
God, as an opportunity of fitting and 
paring us for his-Dwelling-Place ; and ei 
Day and Hour of it ought to be employef 
that great Work, that ſo we might du 
nearer and nearer to that State and Comm 
that ſuits and befits that Holy Dwelling wh 
Saints and Angels, for evermore, praiſe il 
Great and Glorious God: So that Tam f = 
ſwaded you believe, that you and all ou 
are to be accountable to God for all they E 
he hath beſtowed upon us, whether we uff 
to the purpoſes for which he hath given ii 
whether we miſ-ſpend our time upon ul 
things that are not profitable to us and 
on theſe Conſiderations, we had need ali 
us to take heed to our preſent State that 
are come to, and are arrived at in the preil 
time; as for the future time, that ve 
know we are not ſure of; and the future 
chat * may hope to come to, there] = 
cer tau 
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tainty of it, unleſs there be an Improye-! 
t of the preſent time, and the Opportu-: 
es of our preſent. State: Therefore every 
ſhould apply their Hearts unto the ſeek- 
of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, and un- 
Cod, that he may give us to underſtand 
state, and our preſent Fitneſs or Unfit- 
for the Kingdom of Glory and Happineſs, 
of that Holy Dwelling we hope to en- 
for ever. {21-4150 928 vo rin. 
f ] will but turn my Mind inward, to the 
dus Conſideration of my preſent State and 
adicion, I can tell whether J am fit or unfit 
proach God's. Preſence; and if L find 1 
unbt, 1 muſt have recourſe to the Divine 
rking of that great Power, which God 
ordained and appointed for this purpoſe; 
pu: come to him to work all my Works 
ee, and for me, according to his good Plea- 
zH and that he never will do, unleſs it be 
croſſing me in my Carnal Pleaſures and Cor- 
r Inclinations; for that which pleaſeth 
n, doth not pleaſe God : And God will 
revoke the Holy Scriptures, that tell us, 
Wt they which live in Pleaſure, are dead while 
live; they that are indulgent to their own 
fections, and their own Delights, and their 
In Humours, they are not at all ready to 
ale and glorifie God; they are not fitted 
tit, therefore he never ſauctifies, nor brings 
iato a true Chriſtian State, but through 
aily-Croſs; ſo that if 1 am not fitted and 
WE pared co do that which is pleaſing to God, 
+ - I may 


a. 
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I may be fitted by taking up à DN B 
to glorifie God here, and enjoy him for ee urn 

What thoſe things are that yon are to en 
I need not tell you, nor what you have dl 
I judge no Man: There is one that judeed on 
he will tell you if you ask him, what er. 
State and Condition is; he will tell the Oer 
ard, if he ask him, whether he is fit for ty 
ven; and alſo the Proud and Haughty Perſyy 
whether they are fit for Heaven: Let ſid en 
are guilty of theſe or any other Sins, eng 
of the Oracle in their own Boſoms, Am ea 
fit for Heaven, notwithſtanding all this? Wi 
will tell thee no, there is no unclean thing ſu 
enter there, nothing that defiles, nothing twill 
hurts or opprefleth ; the Proud, Peeviſh, Mail 
cious Perſon, that is hurtful to others, 


\ ' 


hurts his Neighbour, is ſhut out, Rev. 21. n. 
There ſhall in no wiſe enter into Heaven aui 
that defileth. And Rev. 22. 15. For withou e 
Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, and Mil 
derers, and Tdolators, and whoſoever love alin© 
maketh a Lie. None ſhall enter into the H 
City of God, but thoſe that are purified i 
urged from all Iniquity: Therefore God H 
ent his Son Jeſus, ſeeing none elſe could 
it: Moſes and the Prophets could not doi 
therefore he ſent Jeſus to bleſs us, in turning ill 
ry one of us from our Iniquities, and from wil | 
evil Ways; one Man hath this evil Wan, 


3 


nother that evil Way: It is all one to 
his W ork is to turn every one of us frat - 
our evil Ways. 64.5 i 
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zut why then (you may ſay) are ſo few 
urned from their evil Ways throughout Chri- 
endom? Where Chriſt is Believed in, Pro- 
Neſed, Read and Heard, that yet ſo few are 
onverted and turned; for we ſee great num- 
ers of Lyars, Swearers, Drunkards, Unclean 
Perſons among us, where Chrilt is cried up at 
mighty rate, and yet People are not turn- 
d from the evil of their Ways; there is 
mmeching ſure that is the reaſon of it. 
would have all of you conſider what the 
eaſon of it is, that thoſe that profeſs to be 
briſtians, are not turned from the evil of their 
ays; for Chriſt bath all Power in Heaven and 
„ib committed to him, and he is able to do it, 
nd he was ſent from God on purpoſe to do 
H; but this is a certain Truth, it is not done, 
ad what is the reaſon of it? He came to his 
„, and his own received him not; what is the 
aſon? He bath cauſed his Grace to appear 
every Man in the World, and yet they are | 
ot taught by it. Here is an Object of Faith WM 
pr all, and God hath offered Faith to al!!! 
en, ſince he hath raiſed up Jeſus from the Dead, 1 
tr Men have it not; what is the reaſon that it 
is Nation, as well as other Nations, have 1 
een puzzlcd about it, to find out things that | 
e ſo plain in Scripture, in relation to the 
oe of God to Mankind, and in relation to 
b oriſt Jeſus the Saviour, and fo little of this 
a” 27k is wrought among us? Wo EP 
ome fay there is neyer a Man in the World 
: racd from the evil of 3 * Ways, they live 
| | I” E 4 in 5 
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In Sin, and they are under a fixed neceſſt 
of continuing in it, and lying under it all the 
days of their Life, for all this Belief of th 
Love of Göd, and the Power of Chriſt, ai 
the Profeſſing of it, ſome ſay there is never; 
Chriſtian in the World can live one daymith 
out Sin, but will defile himſelf with onethin 
or another, that the Devil will prevail on 
Men, and Sin will mix it ſelf with our Pray 
er, and Alms, and all our Holy Duties; þ 
that there is nothing clean, nothing pure thy 
we can perform to God. There are othen 
that are not ſo raſh in their Judgment, aul 
not ſo inconſiderate, but they will belien 
ome Men and Women may come to a Poe 
and Ability to withſtand Satan, and reſiſt hin 
nin his Temptations, and that there are tha 
that have been turned from the evil of ther 
Ways, but they are not: What is the matter! 
You have ſpent time about this, what 1s the H 
Jon you are not turned from the evil of yarn 
Ways? the Devil hath told che People in for 
er days, that the Reaſon why Men live in Sin, vn 
becauſe God hath appointed it ſo to be: Ali 
that hath ſtopt the Mouth of many a plain- eu 
ed tender Chriſtian; they have cried wy 
God under the weight of their Sin, and til 
ſee no Deliverance after all their Prayers 
_ Tears, becauſe they have been told they an 
not do it, and that God hath appointed 
ſhould be fo, and required them to do WWE 
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they cannot do; and with ſome the Cul 
of Sin hath taken away the Senſe of Sin, aud uf 
80 on to Perdirion in their Security, 


True Chriſtianity. 15 
hope my Friends, that God hath opened 
our Eyes, and that you have better Thoughts f 
f God, than that he hath ſee you a Work and [ 


0 
labour to do, and by his Eternal Power and 6 
ecree, hath Ordained that you ſhould never do 


but Damn you after all. Conſider, there | 
e den and Women in Bondage and Capti- i 
ey, and God hath ſent his Son into the 
World to redeem them from all Iniquity, and I 
ra them from their evil Ways; we are not | 
Wracd, what is the Reaſon of it? I'beſeech | 
u in the Love of God, be ſerions in this 


"ll 
ner; ſerious you muſt be, one time or other; 
ien you come to the Tribunal of God, there 


ſt be Reaſon given, or if not, you muſt 
W $pecchleſs ; therefore find it out! here. 
WE hat is the Reaſon that I am not turned from 
evil Ways, ſince God hath ſent his Son 
W's to do it, and given him Power to do it; 
Wy then is it not done? e vt 
ome Perſons upon Enquiry, and after their 


ch, have brought forth this Reaſon-: They 
e alledged the great Power the Devil hath: 
e Devil is ſo ſtrange, and hath ſuch a Pow- 


o darken their Minds, and inchant their 


ions; He injects and brings things into l 
Minds before they are aware of it. I l 
ess this, and I will ſay a little to it, F | 

l 


Wo contels as much as the Argument will ” 
That the Devil hath great Power, and 1 
ot Injection of Things into the Spirits 
Affections of People: He is God's Ene- 1 
ad ours too, and he lies in wait, and 1 
= Q 2 . 1 
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will do as much as he can againſt us, that u 
ver an one ſhall get to Heaven; if we coli 
thither, it ſhall be againſt his Will: I have ben 
ſome magnifie the Devil's Power to ſuch a d 
degree, that he hath ſuch Power over a My 
or Woman, that he is able to keep then 
Sin all their Life, though God hath put ford 
the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power for th 
Redemption: This is hard to believe, that 
Devil is ſtronger than Chriſt Jeſus: Well, 
great as his Power is, we are in a Capacity . 
Knowing a greater Power; the Apoſtle 4 
comfort the Chriſtians, notwithſtanding ali 
Power the Devil uſed with them to defile H 
and keep them from inheriting the Kingdondi 
God, 1 John 1. 4. Ton are of God, little c 
aud have overcome, becauſe greater is he that ij 
you; than be that is in the World, 1 would 
you believe this; I do believe it heartily, wn 
Devil only rules in the Hearts of the Chilarn if 
Diſobedience; and he that hath the Holy Glu 
in him, hath one greater than he that is iu 
World: If you believe this, then the Quel 
is thus far anſwered, That we have a Saul 
a Deliverer, that is more able to reden 
than the Devil is to keep us in Bondage 
hope we are pretty well, now we know 
have a Keeper: We are aſſaulted wit ny 
Devil's Temprations, and they are port 
how powerful? He hath ſo much Powe, ny 
he finds in us an Inclination to yield a") 
with his Temptations: If he comes vl 
Temptation to a Man or Woman that 
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WW. inclination to that thing he tempts them to, 
ey hate that thing, then there is an end of 
The Devil's Power lies in this, When he 
Wings a Temptation that | have an Inclination 
, chen he hath a party within me; if that 
- rooted ont, what fignifies his Power, let 


Vane im bring never ſo many Temptations ? 

an Thcrc are many of you that underſtand what 
oy; if a Temptation comes to a Man to com- 
„ic aa a& of Uncleanneſs, if he be a chaſt Man, 
ere is no Inclination in him to yield to it, 


joia to it, he hates it, it is an Abominati- 
im it ſelf, and grievous and provoking to 
OS od, if he doth it; a Man abhors it, then 
What powerful Temptation is it? If it light 
oon a Man of an unclean Mind, that is de- 
ed in his Heart, he hath not only the Devil, 
it his own Luſt and corrupt laclination to 
ntend with; but if a Man believeth in Chriſt, 
Wc relics vpon him, and he will ſay, Lord thou 
Wee! | am under a Temptation, here is a great 
ada Powerful Temptation, I can never with- 
and it, but I truſt in thy Name and Power, 
thou ariſe and deliver me from it: Thus 
ben God doth ariſe, his Enemies will be 
Hattered; tho? the Devil's Power be great, 
er there is a Deliverer that is ſtronger than 
e: The Reaſon of Mens being overcome, doth 
ei lie in the Greatneſs of the Devil's Power, 
cc in the Frailty of our Nature. E 
Some will ſay, that our Natures are ſo frail,. 
ps weak, and depraved, that we can do no- | 
Fs 45 we ought to do; this is given far a- 
3 O 3 r 
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nother Reaſon, and there is Truth in it, hy 
that Truth is but a Deluſion; they would ex 
cuſe themſelves when they have yielded to; 
Temptation, I am weak and frail, I cant 
reliſt the Devil, tho' the Devil is not ſtrong 
er chan Chriſt; yet he is ſtronger than J, je 
worketh with all his Might, Power and Sub 
tilty to deceive me, and enſnare me, and 6 
vercome me, I am a poor frail Creature, there 
fore I mult yield to him: This is a Carny 
Reaſon, if I were to grapple with the Devi 
in mine own Strength, and to deliver my Sol 
as if God had left me to my {elf : If thouſi 
Lord, thou haſt ſec me to grapple with ce 
Devil, and to withſtand his Temptations, 
Lord Jam not able to do it my ſelf ; God nil 
anſwer thee, I bave laid help upon one tht i 
mighty, that is able to ſave to the uttermoſ, d 
that come unto me by him; 10 that thou art u 
to oyercome the Devil by thine own Powe i 
and Ability: If any Man reaſon thus, his R.. 
ſon is out of Doors; for we are ſaved 
Chriſt, therefore I cannot plead mine on We 
Frailty,ſeeing God hath provided a Rock for nj Wn 
Defence that is ſtronger and higher than I; (lui 


wa. 


I may truſt and rely upon. 24 
So that you ſee the Frailties of our Nati Wy 
is not a ſufficient Reaſon, we muſt ſeek furth i 
for it yet, and when we come to ſearch 1. 
rowly, and to the bottom of our Hearts, | wil i 
tell you here it reſts, it hath its Center int if 
Perverſeneſs of the Will that is in Man, tut By 
is cogtrary to the Will of God; it is the 15 | | 
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ſition of our Will to the Will of God, we. | 
Pay talk what we will of Salvation and Chriz | 
Wiznicy, that we have a- mind to be ſaved, and 
o undo God when we die, and to enjoy the 
appineſfs of Heaven to Eternity: We may 
Dil thus, but as long as the perverſeneſs of 
De Will continues, Lam the cauſe of my own 
vine, if I grow in 2 profeſſion, this perverſe: 
vin will grow up with me under that profeſs 
on, and under any profeſſion; change your 
ndgment and Opinion as often as you liſt, this 
vill go along with you, the reaſon and the bot- 
om of things will come to this, None can over- 
ome the Devil, nor be a Diſciple of Chriſt, 
vitunout a daily Croſs. When People come to- 
Wis to ſee a neceſſity of taking up the Croſs of 
briſt, and denying themſelves: When is 


B S . = 3 
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omes to this, there are ſuch ſhifts and evaſions 

ad arts chat Men have to cover themſelves, to 
u nake themſelves and others believe, that ſuch 
nd ſuch a thing is conſiſtent with the Will of 
oc, and that hey may do it, and fave their 

ern souls; but they boaſt of their own deceit, 
«care glad that they can make a ſhift todeceive 
heir own Souls; fo that there is no hopes of 


heir ever being purged and cleanſed, and of 
aving any holy work brought forth by tkem; 
ut when a Man comes to be ſenſible of his Spi- 
iwal condition, and is ſincere and honeſt, he 
ill be ready to ſay unto God, If I bedeceived: 
any thing, open mine Eyes, Lord; if I in- 
ulge my ſelf in any thing that hath a contra- 
ery to thy holy Will, Lord, I beſeech thee, 
= - WA diſco- 


156 Trae Chriſtianity, 
diſcover it to me; ſuch a Man will lay aſde i 
own Will, if it be contrary to God's Will: Ny 
here is one that is a very fic Object for Chip 
to work upon, he will not be long before x 
be ſavingly convinced: When a Man comg 
to the Word, he is convinced of ſuch an eil 
in his Conſcience, where no-body but God a 
himſelf were privy to it, or had any knowledy 
of it: It is diſcovered that he liveth in ſuchy 
practice as is contrary to the Mind of God: Gal 
hath convinced thee, that thou loveſt it, andi 
veſt in it : And if thou wilt but break off thy 
evil practice that he hath ſent his Son jeu 
Chriſt to turn thee from every evil way, ai 
to Redeem thee from all Iniquity. Wi 
This Truth hath a favour in it, and if thoua 
fincere and upright, there is nothing for theety 
fay or do, but to ſet thy ſelf againſt every thin 
that is contrary to the Mind of God, and tha 
wilt have light from Heaven ſent to guide the 
and direct thee in thy way thither, if thou wit 
but receive that Grace that is freely given a 
God unto thee through Jeſus Chriſt, he will cer 
tainly purge thee and cleanſe thee from thy fn 
and turn thee from every evil way, notwitl 
ftanding the perverſneſs of thine own Will au 
wer of Satan; and he will work in thy Heart 
dy his Grace, till it hath wronght thee off frat 
thine iniquity,and wrought iniquity out ofthe 
and ſo bring forth a holy work to God. 
Mithont Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; M 
cannot pleaſe God without Faith, nor with il 
neither, uglefs it be the gift of God: Theres - = 
WW. 2 __ gat 
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eat deal of Faith in this Nation, and in this 
W'icy: But do you believe all their ways are 
eaſag to God? We mult diſtinguiſh. of Faith 
ere; when the Apoſtle would give a deſcrip- 
Jon of ſaving Faith, he tells you, that it ig the 
orration of Ced; if 1 have not that Operation, 
ad a regard to it, how can | have that work- 
Nag? But ſince it is the diſpenſation of the Go- 
Hpel of Chriſt, and Deſign of Chriſt, to turn 
eople to the Operation of God in their own 
arts, we would have them believe it. | 

tif there be a drunkard or a prophane Perſon, 

= God work Faith in his Heart, he will be con- 
inced and ſay, What a ſtroak hath the Lord 
Wiven upon my Conſcience, and ke will ſee it is 
e Lord's work: Then believe, whoever thou 
rt, and lay hold of this, for this is the Opera- 
„„ f God upon a believing Soul, the ſtroak of 
God's hand and the Power of God, and then 
ou haſt the work of Faith, by which Faith 
ou art enabled to keep thy ſelf from that 
hing, that God ſmote thee for, and before he 
ive thee over, the ſame hour thou wilt find the 
Wane hand ſmiting thee for another ſin, this will. 
Pe like fire in thy bones kindling up thy Zeal. 


nd Hatred againſt thy Sin, and will kindle in 

bee 2 high fire of Love to God, that hath got 

get thee lie in thy miſery, but minded thy con- 
0, and had compaſſion on thee; This Love: 


od will ſhed abroad, which will run over thy 

Heart, Tie hath ſhed abroad hit Love, (ſaith the: 
1 poſtle) Rom. 5. upon aur . hearts by the Holy, 

, to conſtrain us to yield Obedience when; 
Q 5, _ thaw 
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thou falleſt into the way of Faith, which 
the Operation of God, the Devil comes and 
xnocks and bounceth on this ſide and that, but 
God will not fail to give thee the Power to 
withſtand Temptation. > al 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt he worketh in Peg. 
ples Hearts, to turn them from the Evil d 
Their ways, that ſo he may bring forth Hol. 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, and redeem a People 
from under the Bondage of Sin, and fit then 
for the Kingdom of his Father, (and to uf 
the Apoſtles Words) Preſent them before the 
Throne of God, without ſpot and blamleſs, be nil 
eurifie them, and ſprinkle them from an evil C. 
ſcience; their Bodies being waſhed with pure 
Water, he will ſanctifie the Creature, his 
Word is nigh them, and in their Hearts, hc 
begins a Work in many, and will carry it 
in one, and in another. © EH 
Here lies the chief Work, it is the good 
hand of God muſt work all our works in ws, ant 
for us, according to the good Pleaſure of his Wik 
Work in you a Willingneſs to bear the Crols 
of Chriſt, and to deny your ſelves; he vil 
operate for you: for this purpoſe, theretor: 
you muſt commit your ſelves to Him. 

It is not our Preaching which will Convert 
Men to God, but it is the Work of God tha 
is pure, which Converts the Soul to God, and 
that cleanſes, affd firs and prepares it for tie 
Kingdom of Heaven, Pſalm 19, 7. We mul 
come to the 92 of on that will _ 

$, xeprove us, ſtrengthen, encourage, 11" 
185 prove us, itrengtnen, enc Ban 1 
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inate us, and do in us, and for us all that 
he ſtand in need of: To him be all the Praiſe 
bat worketh all in you, and prepares you 
\ be a:Peculiar People ro himſelf, The Word 
of his Grace I commit to you ail, take heed 
Pr doing any thing contrary to it; if you do, 
hat which would be your Comfort, Will be 
our Condemnation. 1 N 


e His Prayer after Sermon. 
ln 7 Lefſed God, and Father of Life, thou art glorious- 
le PE in Holineſs, Infinite in Power, the eternal God, 


hy Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, hy King 
Im + without end; O Lord, we bleſs and praiſe thy 
W'orious Name, that thou haſt made known thy felt a- 
Nong the Sons and Daughters of Men; thou haſt reveal 
d to us in thy Word the manner of thy Kingdom among 
b, in ſetting up Righteouſneſs and Truth, and throws: 
e down Iniquity. Powerful God of Life, ſubjett the 
linds and Hearts of all thy People to thy Divine pows 
rand pleaſure, and let thedread of thy ſelf reft upon our 
Wpicits, that every one of us may fear to fin againſt thee,.. 


gad to do deſpite to thy Spirit, the Spirit of thy Grace, 
at ve may every one of us turn from our Iniquities,.. 

e evil of our Hearts and Ways, that we may praiſe 
4 ee in the Land of the Living, and may become faithfut 
ines of that Salvation which thou haſt wrought. 1 
| or us, and for all them that believe. Powerful God of. ©? 


ite, the Souls of thy people which thou haſt gathered 
Wt of the World, do praiſe and magnifie thy Name for 
bat they have ſeen, and for what thou halt wrought ;. 
ou haſt wonderfully appearedin thy Eove,and brought 
W:vation near, and gathered many into it, it is become 
Wall anda Bulwark to them, that they are defended. 
om the Evil One, and from the Bvils of the World > 
WF eazclt God of Eife, raiſe up poor and needy Souls 
at of the duſt, that they may ſerve thee, and vbey thee, 
udo thy Will, and ſhew forth thy power and ftrength. 
W. their weakneſs and infirmity, that they may trutt in 


: > and rely upon thee in the time of their difkegſs.. 


* 


leſſed Father of Life and Power, give. Grace to dhe 
1 | > on. 


164 His Prayer after Sermon; © 
Humble and Meek, and teach them in thy 
have had Experience O Lord of thy fulfilling 4 
miſes, thou art till fulfilling of them to all tai 
upon thee; thou haſt begun a good Work, wiltth 
ry it on to the Praiſe and Exaltation of thy great 
Bleſſed Father, reveal thy Power more and 
the Nations round ahout, that they that long all 
Life of the Living God, may come and find 
behold thy divine Appearance, through the Souy 
Love, in their own Spirits, that ſo they maß 
thy Word, and thy Word may quicken them," 
up from the dead, and live; for it is the 
Living, O Lord, that praiſe thee, that hong 
Name, that offer Praiſe, and glorifie thee, ON 
Father of Life, carry on thy great Work with 
throughout all the Earth, gather a remnant of thi 
that are ſcattered; and bring them home into ti 
dom of thy dear Son, that we may praiſe thee to 
and rejoyce in thy Name. Dear Father, thou 
red this Nation, the Land of our Nativity to thi 
by 2 wonderful power, by thy powerful Arm; out 
are deeply ſenſible of the ſtretching forth of thy 
ty Hand in. our ages at this day; ſo liv 
ther, if it be thy Heavenly Pleaſure, lengthen 
our Tranquility, and the Enjoyments of thy Me 
Goodneſs to the Inhabitants thereof, that they 
learn to fear thee, andeturn-to, thee with their 
Hearts, and break off, by true Repentance, tk 
_ thoſe Sins that grieve thy Holy Spirit; that fog 
Father of Life, they may. come to walk in Lovell 
Union with the Heavenly Power, and have Cone 
with another; and ſhew forth the Power of thy» 
manifefted to them, and magnifie thy Love au 
er, and give thee Honour and Renown for that gi 
vation that thou haſt wrought for them, that ſa thy 
Name may be exalted; and thy Will may. be all 
Earth as it is in Heaven; that the Souls of th 
may be refreſhed with thy Love, and the Joys oft 
ſence, and the revelation of thy heavenly pawer Wl 
Living Praiſes, and Chriftiſtian enn wel 
up to thee, in and thro the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tal 
art worthy of all Praiſe and Glory, and Domini 
ever, and cver, Amen.. EEN ILS. 
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